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AVIATION UPDATE 2020

The Dangers of Leaded General Aviation Fuel
- Presented by Sandra Stahl, MGEC Executive Director



General aviation planes & jet planes
get 

aerodynamic lift differently and use different types of fuel

General aviation planes are 
powered by a piston engine with 
a drive shaft linked to a spinning 
propeller which produces thrust. 

Jet planes produce thrust by 
increasing pressure of the air  
drawn into the engine before it 
exits out the exhaust nozzle

2



Toxic leaded aviation fuel is only used in propeller planes
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Lead (Pb) is a heavy metal  - the same as arsenic &  mercury and all three are 
very dangerous, appearing on the World Health Organization's list of 10 
chemicals of major public concern.

Lead is dangerous because it is a neurotoxin
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Medical experts agree that there is no safe level of 
exposure to lead
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MONTGOMERY-GIBBS EXECUTIVE AIRPORT OPERATIONS GENERATE  

1.442 tons of toxic lead each year
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Master Plan Environmental Overview                                    
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Toxic lead from general aviation fuel (1.442 tons annually) not 
only pollutes the air, but falls down on our community 
contaminating the soil & grass and persists forever

and 
you bring it into your house on your shoes 

10



Our children play outside in grass and soil contaminated 
with toxic lead from general aviation planes 
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Edible plants grown in lead contaminated soil 
absorb the lead and then you eat it
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Remember lead is a neurotoxin & there is no safe level
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THE SOLUTION
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 The Federal Aviation Administration has certified unleaded 
UL94 fuel for use by the majority of general aviation airplanes

 Unleaded UL94 fuel is being sold at many General Aviation 
airports around the country 

….but not at  Montgomery-Gibbs Executive Airport



Many Pilots Prefer Unleaded UL94
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 Unleaded UL94 aviation fuel doubles maintenance intervals
 increases spark plug life
 overall decreases engine wear and tear
 significantly decreases deposit build-up



PROOF
San Carlos Airport in California, near San Francisco, is the first in the state to offer 
UL94.  The San Carlos (FBO) fuel vendor, Rabbit Aviation, reports pilots fly in 
special just to fill up with UL94 because of its benefits
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The problem is that the City of San Diego refuses to 
offer unleaded UL94 alongside the toxic leaded avgas 
that only a minority of general aviation planes need to 
use for safety
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Montgomery-Gibbs Environmental Coalition 
petitioned the Mayor & all Council members asking 
that the city find a vendor to offer unleaded fuel at 
city airports, or that the city become its own vendor
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The city Real Estate Assets Department which runs the 
airport answered back, instead of the Mayor or a 
council member, failing to mention the option of 
opening contract bids for a vendor to offer unleaded 
fuel at Montgomery-Gibbs Executive Airport (MYF)  
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Since the request to find a vendor to offer unleaded UL94 was 
ignored, Montgomery-Gibbs Environmental Coalition presented 
a Ballot Proposal to the City Council Rules Committee last July 
seeking to let voters decide if the city should offer unleaded at 
city airports to reduce the public health risk of exposure to toxic 
lead from aviation fuel.  It was denied and referred back to the 
Real Estate Assets Department. 

All this brings a question. What is going on in City Hall behind 
closed doors?  
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If you are concerned about this public health threat to you and 
your family, please flood the Mayor’s office and your City 
Council member’s office with emails and phone calls demanding 
that unleaded aviation fuel be offered alongside the toxic leaded 
avgas that only a minority of general aviation planes absolutely 
need to use for safety.  

PUBLIC OUTRAGE IS NEEDED!


