Montgomery-Gibbs Environmental Coalition

AVIATION UPDATE 2020

The Dangers of Leaded General Aviation Fuel
- Presented by Sandra Stahl, MGEC Executive Director




General aviation planes & jet planes

get

aerodynamic lift differently and use different types of fuel

General aviation planes are

powered by a piston engine with
a drive shaft linked to a spinning
propeller which produces thrust.

Jet planes produce thrust by
increasing pressure of the air
drawn into the engine before it
exits out the exhaust nozzle
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Toxic leaded aviation fuel 1s only used in propeller planes
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Lead (Pb) is a heavy metal - the same as arsenic & mercury and all three are
very dangerous, appearing on the World Health Organization's list of 10
chemicals of major public concern.

Lead is dangerous because it is a neurotoxin

DANGER

POISON
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Medical experts agree that there is no safe level of
exposure to lead
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MONTGOMERY-GIBBS EXECUTIVE AIRPORT OPERATIONS GENERATE
1.442 tons of toxic lead each year




Master Plan Environmental Overview
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Load Erminaion Cakoulmiion:

Summary and Recommendations

Further analysin of abr quality and GHG emissions may be neoded (o gualltatively and guantitively
Identify whether there would be an impact [tarm increased akrport traffic and growth associated with
alrpar expansion under the proposed master plan parmesers.

giological resources (including fish, wildlife, and plants)
This section describes the existing biclogical cotditions &t the Alpon, including vegetation
communities, purksdictional waters and wetlands, sensitive fatoral comumunities, special status
species, crirical habitat, and regional conservation planning context. & surmmary of applicable
regulations also by provided, an well as a ranking of hiological constraint.

Regulatory Setting

Bicloggical resources in the praject site ape subject to regulatory review by ndecal, state; and focal
agencies. Under CEQA, irpacts assoclated with a proposed project or program are assessed with
regard Lo significanee eriteria determined by the CEQA Lead Agency {in this cass, the Cily) pussaant
to CHOA Guidelines. Proposed actions at the airport woukd aio be subject (6 FAA teview under NEFA
pursuant to the guidance provided in FAd Order 1os0 oF, Envirormental Impacts: Patldes afrd Procedures
and FAA Order soso4B, NEPA Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions. Biodogical resources-related
Liws and fegilations that apply inciude federal Endengored Species Act (FESA), Clean Waler Act
(CWA), Migratory Bird Treaty At (MBTA), CEQA, Califarnia Endangered Species Act (CESA), Parter-
Colegne Water Quality Control Act, Califormiz Fish and Game (CFG) Code, Multiple Species
Conservation Progrem (MSCP) Ssharea Plan (SAP), and the City’s Envirommentally Sensitive Lands
[ESL) regulations and Blology Guidelines (City zo12)

With respect to the propased project, the LS, Fish and Wildlife Secvice (USFWS) will be responsible
for reviewing issuen retated to federally listed species not covered by the MECP, including San Diego
fairy ehirimp, Riverside fairy shrimp (H present), San Diego mesa mint, speeading navarretia (if
present) and San Diego button-celery (if present), and MSCP covered speckes that may quice
consultation due toa federal action on the property (coastal California gnatcatcher), purstant 10 the
FESA, and migratory birds pursuant to the MBTA. The U5, Army Corps of Engineers (USACE] will be
respansible for Teviewing ssnes related towaters of the LS. The Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWOCB) will be responsible far reviewing leswes related to waters of the State pursiant fo the CIVA
and State Porter-Colagne Water fauality Control Acl, The Califormia Depirtment of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW]) will b responsible for reviewing issues relited to vegetated and unvegetated Sreambads
parEgant 8o the CFG Code, rare plants regulated by the Native Plant Protection ACt, and nesting hirds
e raptors pursnant 1o CFG Code,

The City in the lead agency for the CEQA environmental review process in sccordance with stuts law
and Tocal ordinances. Durlng CECA rewiew, the City will be responnibie for reviewing project issues
per the CEQA Significance Thresholds for Biological Resources, and the City's ESL Ordinance and
Bialegy Guidelines. The City will also be responsible for reviewing the propased fifdject with respect
10 eonservation planning related to the City's MSCP SAP, specifically in regard o project impacts
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FACT: LEAD IS TOXIC
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Lead poisoning

Lead buildup in the body causes serious health problems

Additional complications
ﬂ Additonal

- Headaches Lead is more harmful to children
- Iritability . "“m as it can affect developing
- Reduced sensations \ nerves and brains
Eﬂ m;ﬂ“ﬂ behavior | | B> Loss of developmental skills
fy sleeping # Behavior, attention problems
- Abdominal pain '\ ¥ Hearing loss
- Poor gppﬂe | | B Kidney damage
- Constipa : v
- Anednig *.L‘h- Reduced 1Q
& Slowed body growth
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Toxic lead from general aviation fuel (1.442 tons annually) not
only pollutes the air, but falls down on our community
contaminating the soil & grass and persists forever
and
you bring it into your house on your shoes
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Our children play outside in grass and soil contaminated

with toxic lead from general aviation planes




Edible plants grown in lead contaminated soil
absorb the lead and then you eat it
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Remember lead 1s a neurotoxin & there 1s no safe level
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THE SOLUTION
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Solution
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e The Federal Aviation Administration has certified unleaded
UL94 fuel for use by the majority of general aviation airplanes

e Unleaded UL94 fuel is being sold at many General Aviation

airports around the country
....but not at Montgomery-Gibbs Executive Airport




Many Pilots Prefer Unleaded UL94

® Unleaded UL94 aviation fuel doubles maintenance intervals
® increases spark plug life
® overall decreases engine wear and tear

° significantly decreases deposit build-up




PROOF

San Carlos Airport in California, near San Francisco, 1s the first in the state to offer

UL94. The San Carlos (FBO) fuel vendor, Rabbit Aviation, reports pilots fly in
special just to fill up with UL94 because of its benefits







The problem 1s that the City of San Diego refuses to
offer unleaded UL94 alongside the toxic leaded avgas
that only a minority of general aviation planes need to

use for safety
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Montgomery-Gibbs Environmental Coalition

petitioned the Mayor & all Council members asking
that the city find a vendor to offer unleaded fuel at
city airports, or that the city become its own vendor




The city Real Estate Assets Department which runs the
airport answered back, instead of the Mayor or a
council member, failing to mention the option of
opening contract bids for a vendor to offer unleaded
fuel at Montgomery-Gibbs Executive Airport (MYF)

Given the business conditions at MYF, City staff recommends that fuel services are best
provided by the private sector, not the public sector. City staff does not believe competing

with the private sector or replacing the private sector for fuel services is a prudent business
decision.
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Since the request to find a vendor to offer unleaded UL94 was
ignored, Montgomery-Gibbs Environmental Coalition presented
a Ballot Proposal to the City Council Rules Committee last July
seeking to let voters decide if the city should offer unleaded at
city airports to reduce the public health risk of exposure to toxic
lead from aviation fuel. It was denied and referred back to the
Real Estate Assets Department.

All this brings a questlon What 1s going on in City Hall behind
closed doors?
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Montgomery-Gibbs Environmental Coalition

If you are concerned about this public health threat to you and
your family, please flood the Mayor’s office and your City
Council member’s office with emails and phone calls demanding
that unleaded aviation fuel be offered alongside the toxic leaded
avgas that only a minority of general aviation planes absolutely
need to use for safety.

!
@ PUBLIC OUTRAGE IS NEEDED!




