in this issue >>>
Holiday Volunteer & Giving Opportunities
Holiday Tips from Officer Brown, SDPD
Holiday Activities
UCLL Closes Fall Season
UC History: Residential Development
UC People: Brookie Best

universitycitynews.org

University City’s Holiday Lights and Dinner with Santa

Lighting of the Menorah and Christmas Tree at Standley Park -
Friday, December 12, Dinner Opens at 5:00pm

Mark your calendars for Friday, December 12 as University City residents celebrate the 23
lighting of the Christmas Tree and Menorah at Standley Park. The event is sponsored by your
University City Community Association, Standley Parks Council, and Standley Rec Center.

Arts & Crafts start off at 4:45pm inside Standley Rec Center, so the kiddoes can complete their
holiday art projects and have Dinner with Santa starting at 5:00pm. Boxed dinners from Lorna’s
Italian Kitchen are $10 each, cash and Venmo accepted. The entertainment schedule is as
follows:

5:30 pm - University City High School Jazz Band kicks off the entertainment

6:00 pm - Welcome and Announcements, Greetings from Councilmember Kent Lee

6:05 pm - Key of She Chorus

6:15 pm - Our Mother of Confidence Children’s Choir

6:25 pm - Mission Bay Montessori Academy Children's Chorus

6:40 pm - Menorah Lighting and the Hannukah Song by Tom Ventimiglia

6:45 pm - Countdown to the Christmas Tree Lighting

Santa will be visitng children during the dinner, and will then come outside to take photos
throughout the evening. After the entertainment, attendees will be treated to cookies and hot
chocolate. Everyone is welcome to attend. Bring family, friends, neighbors to this highly
anticipated University City holiday event.

Thanks to the committee for planning, especially Darlene Ventimiglia and Barry Bernstein from
UCCA, and Carol Parham from the Standley Parks Council. Volunteers are also needed for
decorating and help the night of the event — see information to the right. Happy Holidays!

UCCA ELECTION
RESULTS

UCCA held elections at the
November 18 General Meeting.
Congrats to the unanimously
elected officers.

Pictured from left:
Phil Fowler, Treasurer;
Beshears, Vice Presi

Greg Hom, Secretary. Positions
are two-year terms.
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HOLIDAY HELP NEEDED

The volunteer ‘elves’ at Standley Park need
help with Holiday events!

Monday, December 8 at 9:00am, about two
hours — decorate the front of Standley
Recreation Center.

Friday, December 12 at 10:00am, about
two hours — decorate the rooms for Dinner
With Santa.

Friday, December 12 at 4:45pm, about two
hours — help in the dinner rooms with serving
and clean-up.

Proof of Volunteer Hours will be available, if
needed. Thank you for your kind
consideration. Questions, please contact
Carol Parham at cjparham@gmail.com.
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Published by University City Community Association
3298 Governor Drive #22574
San Diego, CA 92122
www.universitycitynews.org
858.412.0786 universitycitynews@gmail.com

Distribution is 6,000 copies, 10 issues per year, volunteer delivered to
University City residents, schools, libraries, parks and businesses.
Editor Jemma Samala, UCCAeditor@gmail.com
Advertising Terri Day, uccaADS@gmail.com

Be the Eyes and Ears of UC: The University City Community
Association Newsletter is comprised of information sent to the editor.
The association does not have reporters, photographers or staff. You
are welcome to write and submit articles and story suggestions that
pertain to community and residents.

Guidelines:
Your article should be approximately 250 words or less, sentin a
Word document and attached to an email (not within the email).
Include who, what, why, where, and how.
Be as brief and concise as possible. Editing may result in errors.
DO NOT send articles in a pdf format.
UCCA does not guarantee publication.
Submitted materials may be published on the Internet.
The Editor reserves the right to edit articles as needed.
Articles or ads considered to be political will not be accepted.
Attach photos separately in a picture format at high resolution or
straight from camera as a jpeg or png.
10. Send to UCCAeditor@gmail.com or jemmasamala@gmail.com.

Deadline for the FEBRUARY 2026 issue: JANUARY 15
Please send your submission as early as possible. The deadline for the
February issue is January 15, 2026, but the newsletter can fill up before
the deadline. Articles and news items are reviewed as they are received.
Priority may be given to UCCA members and time sensitive material.
Articles may also be edited for allowed space. UCCA does not
discriminate against nor endorse all information in the monthly
newsletter. The UCCA Newsletter receives information and advertising
from a variety of sources. UCCA cannot and does not guarantee the
accuracy of the information or the complete absence of errors and/or
omissions, nor does UCCA assume responsibility for the same.
Publication does not constitute an endorsement.
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2026 UCCA Board Members

Executive Board

President: Jemma Samala, president@universitycitynews.org
Vlice-President: Jim Beshears

Secretary: Greg Hom

Treasurer: Phil Fowler

Appointed Positions

Beautification Chair: Merle Langston

CASA Liaison/Corresponding Secretary/Newsletter Chair/Publicity
& Promation/Webmaster: Diane Ahern i
Historian: Greg Hom

Membership Marketing: Open

Neighborhood Watch: Barbara Gellman

*Newsletter Ads: Terri Day

*Newsletter Editor & Distribution: Jemma Samala

North UC Liaison: Bill Beck

Parliamentarian/SD Network of Town Councils: Mack Langston
Past-President: Diane Ahemn

Senior Watch: Jemma Samala

*Special Events: Barry Bernstein

*UCSD Liaison — Jim Beshears

Other Volunteers — Newsletter Contributors

*Mike Frattali: City Issues

*Vince Reardon: UC Profiles

*Non-Voting Position

SUMMARY OF GENERAL MEETING
November 18, 2025 at Standley Rec Center

Excerpts of Minutes taken by Greg Hom, UCCA Secretary

Construction Updates, Presented by Ivette Gonzalez-Mendez

Pure Water Construction - Marisa Cesare is point-of-contact. K-rail removed on
southbound lanes. Pipeline testing underway and Marian Bear Park will reopen
early 2026. Traffic flow concerns at Genesee and Nobel are being addressed after
UCPG meeting. The hope is to finish before holiday season, but rains might delay
completion until January. Trees will be replanted in areas where trees were
removed. Crepe myrtles will replace eucalyptus on the median on Nobel Dr between
Genesee and Lombard Place.

UC improvements No.1 Project - Reema Boccia is point-of-contact. Sewer main
installed SE of Spreckels Elementary/Governor Drive, Water main pipes installed in
west UC west of Regents. Upcoming water main work east toward Genesee Avenue
(both lanes involved).

The third Project (Project 1048) installing water continuing early January water
main installation on Genesee and Governor. Work schedule is from 7:00am to 5:00
pm mostly, with occasional night work and planned water outages with prior
notification for water main installation. Governor Drive medians were removed to
realign sewer main for compatibility with existing utilities and they will look into
reinstalling once construction is complete. Bike lane reconfiguration (per City
Council mandate) is being studied before final decision is made. There will be
meetings in early 2026. Funding has not been fully funded yet. University City

Public Safety Reports. Officer Brown warned that presents stored in your car trunk
packages delivered at your doorstep are both a target for thieves. (see page 4 for
Officer Brown's Prevention Tips.) New supervisor for Northern Division will be
Lieutenant White, starting next month.

Elected Officials Representative Reports

Juliette Castner (Senator Brian Jones): In recess and in the district office until
January 5. Look for monthly articles that will be in the UCCA newsletter from
Senator Jones' office. Age Well Drive Smart program will be coming to UC sometime
soon for senior drivers. SB 525 reforming FAIR Plan to give mobile homes better
insurance coverage following disasters, SB 586 Off-highway vehicle registration for
legal operation of electrical off-road vehicles. SB 380 placement of sexual predators
must go through transitional housing first. Sen. Jones terms out in November 2026.
Zach Burton (Councilmember Kent Lee): Focus is on community service in the
holiday season. Turkey distribution this Sunday for those in need. Trees for Troops
on December 6. He will be attending Holiday Lights program on December 12.
Street lights in UC being installed in locales that have been desired for many years.
Michaela Valk (Office of the Mayor, District 6 liaison) Updated that: As part of
the last fiscal year budget, surveillance technology requires public approval,
including City Council on December 9". Automated license plate technology
resulted in 420 arrests and 600 criminal investigations recovering 440 stolen
vehicles and almost $6 million of recovered property. On November 21 at 6:00 pm
at Hourglass Field Community Park (Miramar College) City is having a city
recreation needs assessment town hall meeting for District 6. Also, people are
encouraged to take an online survey or be part of focus group (virtual on December
4), Also, December 3 District 1 (Carmel Valley Rec Center), December 9 District 9
(South Clairemont Rec Center) town hall meetings.

UCPG Update - Chris Nielsen reported that UCPG met last week. Elections to fill
3 seats for District 4 (rep is a UCSD resident), Business Seat 2 (rep is an employee
of Scripps Health), and Business Seat 3B (rep is an employee of La Jolla Country
Day School). Cass Street/Costa Verde will start pulling permits and demolition this
coming year and will be installing new utilities. Buildings start going up in early 2027
(with dedicated parking underneath each building). Irvine Company will present their
plans in January of "Commons” at the northeast corner of LJ Village Dr and
Genesee (approx. 550 units of housing). Seritage project at UTC are working on
splitting up their parcel into 10 lots for development. Concern about the height of
parcel #9 and its impact on housing below. No action on the Vons and Sprouts
centers and their development that has been discussed in past years. Next UCPG
meeting will be on January 13 (hybrid).

UCCA Committee Reports
Phil Fowler: presented the financial data as of October 31. Shortfall of $11K so far
this year due to less ad revenue and fewer memberships, but hopefully these will
recover when membership activity picks up toward the end of the year. About 470
members so far,
Jim Beshears UCSD Community Advisory Group meetings. What UCSD does
has an effect on several neighborhoods. 682 buildings on campus currently, 46K
student enrollment with 54% living on campus. 6,000 more beds by 2029 in their
LRDP. UCSD is the second most applied to campus in the United States.

The next UCCA General Meeting is Tuesday, January 20, 2026

starting at 5:30pm at the Standley Rec Center.
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UCCA President
Jemma Samala

| haven't even put up any Christmas decorations yet and I'm already
wishing for more time to celebrate the holidays — so much to do,
people to visit with, and special holiday teas to attend!

Like my life really, so much to do, so little time as they say. So thank
you everyone who re-elected me for a second and final term (UCCA
has term limits). There's so much more | would like to accomplish.

' = Everything takes time, especially if you want to do things right.
Somettmes you just don't know where to start, and by the time you get answers on
procedures and policies, it's months later (think government bureaucracy). You've got to
hand it to some of our long time University City volunteers, like Carol and Gordan Parham
who worked for decades to get University Village Park established, or Mark Powell who
pushed for years to get a stoplight at the intersection of Governor & Lakewood, or Ruth
DeSantis who is still waiting for Marcy Park renovations to be completed. They have all
given the gift of time, and we thank them wholeheartedly.

During this holiday season, | happily continue to give my University City neighbors my gift
of time. Through a past health scare, which you see I'm just fine, I've learmned that time is
precious and you need to spend it doing whatever makes you happy — and crazy me, being
your president makes me happy! While | give, | also get back — thank you in return!

Speaking of time, | love it when my UC neighbors
take the time to visit me during my open hours at
Starbucks. In November, | had a lively visit from,
pictured from left: Catherine Garay and her daughter
Lucia, Diane Ahern, Milo Worsham, me, Susan
Worsham, and Connie Culp — who was visiting her
mom and former home and still became a UCCA
member! The beauty of having these in-person
impromptu gatherings, is we get some lively '
discussions about sorts of subjects — getting volunteers for events, 4" of July plannmg
senior issues, transportation, when will we have grandchildren, the surprising directions our
kids take...basically neighbor friends trying to solve our micro community problems.

Be a good neighbor, and spend some time helping out, with each other, volunteering at the
schools, troops or sports leagues — we may not always agree, but time is precious and give
what you can to your big, and sometimes dysfunctional University City family. Come spend
time with me at my next Starbucks Open Hours on Saturday, January 10, from 9:00 to
11:00am at Starbucks on Governor Drive. By the way, it's been suggested that | try having
open hours at UC Donuts by VONS, so I'll do that in February. And thinking about it — let
me throw this out there — if you would like to host an open hours, maybe in your front yard
(I love breakfast), let me know and we'll make it happen!

Happy holidays to all of you, it really is my favorite time of the year. And | know it's a cliché,
but giving is better than receiving. Give your time to family and friends, to yourself, and give
to UCCA too - it'll make you feel good inside!

Jenmumav
Thinking Locally, Acting Neighborly

BE A MEMBER VOLUNTEER:
END OF YEAR MEMBERSHIP AND DONATION PLEA

| typically don't beg for readers to become members or make donations, okay maybe | do
a little bit, but for this end of year issue | am. This is usually where | highlight volunteers,
and you can volunteer some of your dollars to become a paid member of the University
City Community Association. What do you get in return? The warm, cozy feeling you get
when you help out a fellow human being, and in this case your whole neighborhood of
University City, Membership dollars help fund neighborhood grants, beautification projects,
Neighborhood Watch, Senior Watch, and especially this monthly newsletter (well, actually
10 months). The newsletter is distributed by volunteers, prints articles written by
volunteers, edited by volunteers — and supported by our membership paying volunteers.
As with many things, newsletter expenses have gone up, advertising doesn't cover it all,
and government grants are drying up. So please send in the membership form on page 14
or go online to universitycitynews.org. To those who have already sent in membership dues
and donations — thank you so much!

Calendar

December 2025/January 2026

STANDLEY PARK COMMUNITY REC GROUP
Thursdays, 7:00pm
December 4 and January 22
For meeting details, call: 858.552.1651

DINNER WITH SANTA &

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
Friday, December 12, Standley Park Rec Center
4:45pm - Arts & Crafts
5:00pm - Dinner with Santa, Arts & Crafts
5:30pm - UCHS Jazz Band Performs
6:00pm - Holiday Lights entertainment program
begins - including lighting of the
Menorah and Christmas Tree

HANUKKAH
Sundown, Sunday, December 14 to
Sundown, Monday, December 22

CHRISTMAS DAY
Thursday, December 25

NEW YEAR'S DAY
Thursday, January 1

JEMMA at STARBUCKS on SATURDAY
UCCA President’s Open Hours
Stop by to discuss UCCA and University City,
and turn in 2026 membership forms!
Saturday, January 10, 9:00 to 11:00am
Starbucks on Governor Drive

UCCA’s SENIOR WATCH PRESENTS:

GET MOVING - TAI CHI

Sunday, January 11 at 11:00am
Standley Park
RSVP: president@universitycitynews.org

UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP
Tuesday, January 13, 6:00pm
9880 Campus Point Drive, Third Floor
Zoom available. Info: planuniversity.org

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
Monday, January 19

UCCA GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, January 20, 5:30pm
Standley Rec Center
3585 Governor Drive

RENEW YOUR UCCA MEMBERSHIP
go to UNIVERSITYCITYNEWS.ORG or
MAIL MEMBERSHIP FORM ON PAGE 14
or MAIL MEMBERSHIP ENVELOPE

Rk

Extra copies of newsletters are available at
the North University Community Library
and other public areas. An online version
can be found at: universitycitynews.org,
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Neighborhood Watch Reminders

UNIVERSITY CITY
NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

by Barbara Gellman

Socks for Safety Closeouts Every style must go.
Now is a great time to grab the styles that you
want for children, men and women. They include
snazzy and holiday designs to attract attention
and put a smile on your face. Include everyone
you would like to thank and show appreciation
with this simple gift that shows you care. To order,
go to: universitycitynews.org, and look for

WE REPORT ALL
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES TO
DUR POLICE DEPARTMENT

Neighborhood Watch / Socks, or send an email
to bggellman@yahoo.com with the style number, color,
description. Donations accepted for each pair. The
Neighborhood Watch program continues, just the socks are
being discontinued as a fundraiser.

Holiday Tips From

Officer Brown

As shared at the November UCCA Meeting
The holidays are upon us, which means an
increase in mail-order package deliveries.
Please see the list below, detailing tips that may
help you avoid becoming a victim of doorway
package theft.

Avoid Porch Theft:
5 Tips to Protect Your Packages

1. Network with Neighbors — Arrange to
pick up packages for each other

2. Have Packages Delivered to Work

3. Leave Specific Drop-off Instructions

4. Use a Smart Lock

5. Install Security Cameras

Tips to Avoid Package Theft

e Get a P.O. Box at your local post office or package
shipping business

e Use Lockers - Amazon lockers can be found at some
neighborhood 7/11's
Set Up Notifications to Track Your Packages
Install a Security Camera

e Get Your Packages Delivered to Your Office or a
relative’s home if they will be home at time of delivery

* Require a Signature on Delivery

Reschedule Delivery or Ask for a Package Hold When
on Vacation
Try Smart Locks
Get a Package Guard - Devise
Insure Your Packages
» Ask Your Neighbors to Grab Your Packages
What to do if you've become a victim of a porch pirate

1. Check with your delivery company to make sure your
package was delivered.

2. Know exactly what's in the missing package.

3. If you see the thief, pay attention to what his or her
vehicle looks like and its license plate number. Second
to that, get the thief's physical description — gender,
approximate height, and weight, and what they're
wearing — so you can tell an officer.

4, Call the San Diego Police Department at 619-531-
2000, and file a theft report.

5. If you have a security camera on your home, get a copy
of the video to the police. Ask your neighbors if their
cameras captured the thief in action.

. o @

No License? No Job!
Avoid Contractor Scams

by District Attorney Summer Stephan

Hiring a contractor to build an ADU, perform construction work, or a
kitchen-and-bathroom remodel already comes with built-in stressors:
choosing a quality company, affordability, staying on schedule; not to
mention the disruption it has on the household.

The last thing consumers worry about can sometimes be the most
costly: getting scammed.

Most contractors are honest and reliable. But inevitably there are
cheaters working the system. Sometimes they are rogue contractors,
but mostly they are unlicensed fraudsters who cut corners or skip town
with your money.

The most common way consumers get ripped off is by trusting
someone representing himself as licensed in a trade who wants to be
paid up front. Frequently the phony contractor asks to be paid in cash,
claiming they can begin work more quickly that way. Unfortunately, we
have prosecuted cases where the scammer pockets the money and
never comes back.

Before you put off that remodel job for good, here are some tips to help
you distinguish the good from the bad.

s Make sure your contractor is licensed. Check for disciplinary
actions and workers compensation insurance on the
Contractors State License Board (CSLB) website
(cslb.ca.gov/).

e« Be wary of anyone trying to convince you that since it may be
a “small job”™ they do not need a coniractor's license. Any
home improvement project over $1,000 requires a licensed
contractor.

e Contractors cannot ask for more than 10% of the total cost of
the project or $1,000 (whichever is smaller) as a down
payment. Do not pay more than that amount before the project
begins.

* Be wary of door-to-door salesmen offering free inspections.
Many times they will claim that there is a “serious” problem
such as bad plumbing or leaky roof that needs to be fixed
immediately.

« Remember that they have an incentive to indicate that a
problem exists.

e Do not let payments get ahead of the work. Payment
schedules and project phases should be detailed in the
contract.

e Avoid paying in cash. If your contractor asks for cash only, it
may be that they are operating outside of the law and do not
want to be traced.

e  Ask for three references from prior customers and then check
and verify that those references were satisfied with the
contractor and his or her work.

e The CSLB created a video to help you with the process of
selecting a legitimate contractor for your job.

If you believe you have been scammed by a contractor, file a complaint
with the Contractors State License Board. The DA’s Consumer
Protection Unit is made up of Deputy District Attorneys, Investigators
and Paralegals dedicated to protecting consumers and law abiding
businesses from fraudulent or unfair business practices. To report a
consumer complaint, you can file a complaint online at:
www.sdcda.org/preventing/consumer-protection/, call 619.531.3507,
or email consumer@sdcda.org.
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\ SENATE MINORITY LEADER

BRIAN W. JONES

Merry Christmas and Happy Holiday’s University City!

SB 380: BIG win for communities like mine that've been treated
like dumping grounds for Sexual Violent Predators. Families in
our neighborhoods should not have to live in fear wondering if
the state might drop in a new neighbor with a proven penchant
for sexual predation. SB 380 requires the Dept. of State
Hospitals to investigate the feasibility of using state-run
transitional housing facilities for the placement of SVP’s on
conditional release from the secure state hospital facility.

SB 525: It's a great day to be a mobile home owner! SB 525
gives mobile home owners the option to obtain full replacement
cost insurance coverage. No longer will mobile home owners be
forced to live in fear when disaster strikes!

SB 586: Establishes a clear legal framework for registering
electric motorcycles (eMotos) as off-highway vehicles (OHVs) in
California, ensuring riders have authorized places to operate
them safely and legally.

| negotiated $1.4 million for improvements to El Capitan and
Lake Hodges dams, as well as $615,000 to build and restore
local mountain biking trails.

SB 79 (Wiener): Despite our strong opposition to this bill, it has
been signed into law by Governor Newsom. This bill allows
builders to bypass local zoning laws near qualifying transit
stops. It makes ftransit-oriented development (TOD) an
allowable use on sites zoned for residential, mixed, or
commercial development, if the housing development meets
certain requirements.

As my team and | prepare for this upcoming Legislative session,
we want to hear from you! Submit your proposals to my District
Office at 858.547.3818, senatorjones@senate.ca.gov or
through my website at: sr40.senate.ca.gov/form/legislative-
proposal Follow me on Social Media @senbrianjones (Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram)!

TERRA

LAWSON-REMER

— T e

Summary from monthly report:

County Unveils Plans for Cutting-Edge Behavioral Health
Wellness Campus

San Diego County is preparing to launch one of the most
ambitious behavioral-health projects in California — a state-of-
the-art Behavioral Health Wellness Campus in the Midway
District at the site of the County Health Services Complex.
County Approves New Night-Flying Firehawk Helicopter to
Strengthen Wildfire Response

San Diego County is taking a major step forward in protecting
lives, homes, and communities from wildfires. Last month, the
Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the purchase of a
new night-flying helicopter — dramatically expanding the
region’s firefighting capacity and allowing crews to battle flames
around the clock.

For more info, contact: Community Rep. Omar Teran Sosa,
omarj.teransosa@sdcounty.ca.gov.

Council President Pro Tem Kent Lee

As the holiday season approaches and the year comes to a
close, I'm grateful for the many opportunities we have to come
together as a community and to enjoy time with our families. Our
work to serve you doesn't slow down this time of year —
especially as we are already looking ahead to next year’s critical
budget cycle.

This year my Council colleagues and | adopted a budget that
reduced cuts to core services the public fought hard to protect.
Through the override of several Mayoral vetoes, the adopted
Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Budget restored all recreation center
hours, Monday hours at many libraries, access to lakes, and key
funding for community events and cultural partners.

It has been a challenging year for many San Diegans — from
rising costs of living to uncertainty in the broader economy —and
| remain proud of our record of fighting for both neighborhood
needs and citywide priorities when faced with difficult decisions.
We know residents are still looking for improvements to core City
services and permanent solutions to decades of
underinvestment in infrastructure. With these issues in mind, my
recent budget memo emphasized the need for consistent
updates on implementation of the FY 2026 budget before |
submit my specific budget priorities, mitigation strategies, and
potential funding sources.

| remain committed to advancing important projects
throughout District 6 in the year ahead, and | plan to submit a
comprehensive list of District 6 priorities for FY 2027 in January
2026. As part of that work, I'm gathering input from as many
constituents as possible to ensure the Proposed Budget reflects
our community’s needs. Please share your feedback here:
sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd6/budget.

Heading into the holiday season, | also want to acknowledge
that enduring the longest federal shutdown in U.S. history has
had a real and difficult impact on our community, and many of
our neighbors may still be in need of support. I'm grateful to
everyone who joined us for our recent District 6 Turkey
Distribution event on November 23. Thanks to our partners and
volunteers, it was a great success and helped many families
heading into Thanksgiving.

Looking ahead, my office invites District 6 military families to
join us for our annual Trees for Troops event on December 6%,
For those staying close to home in University City, | look forward
to seeing many of you at the UCCA Holiday Lights event as we
celebrate the season together. As always, please don't hesitate
to reach out to me or our University City representative, Zach
Burton, at zburton@sandiego.gov. Wishing you all a wonderful
holiday season.

VR
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TREES FOR TROOPS

THE QFFICE OF COUNCILMEMBER KENT LEE INVITES DISTRICT 6 MILITARY FAMILIES
TO PRE-REGISTER FOR HOLIDAY TREES AT NO COST THIS HOLIDAY SEASCON!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 9AM - 1T1AM

Pre-register at
bit.ly/D6TreesforTroops

R R

Confirmed registrants will recelve pick-up Instructions via“email
One 5-6 ft. Douglas tir limited per military household.

5



DECEMBER 2025/JANUARY 2026 universitycitynews.org

University Community Branch, 4155 Governor Drive, San Diego, CA 92122: 858.552.1655
sandiego.gov/public-library/locations/university-community-library
(Temporarily closed for renovations.)
North University Community, 8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego, CA 92122; 858.581.9637
sandiego.gov/public-library/locations/north-university-community-library
Library Hours and programs are subject to change. Call to confirm hours and events.

Local libraries are open on Tuesday from 11:30am to 8:00pm; and Wednesday through Saturday from 9:30am to 6:00pm. Closed Sunday & Monday.

The North University Community Library will be closed as of Wednesday, December 24 and reopens Friday, January 2.

North University (NU) Community Library
Is it already almost 20267 As the end of the year approaches,
the North University Community Library will have some adjusted
hours to go along with the upcoming halidays.

Children’s Programs
Filipino Parol Craft Program: Saturday, December 13 at
3:30pm - Local artists ToshWerks will show you how to make a
traditional Filipino Christmas star lantern that is often displayed
during December. This craft is recommended for ages 13 & up.
Registration is required.
Lego Builders Club: Every Tuesday at 5:00pm — Come build
your Lego creations! All Legos will be supplied by the North
University Community Branch Library. Your creation will be
featured in our display case!
Signing Storytime: Tuesday, December 16 and January 20 at
11:45am - This entertaining and educational Signing Story Time
with Jennifer Duncan is infused with joy and American Sign
Language signs. Each themed 30-minute program presents
vocabulary through well-loved children's books and songs,
ending with bubbles for the little ones and a Q&A time for the
grown-ups.
Toddler Storytime: Every Wednesday at 10:00am - Join in as
we read, sing, dance, and play at Toddler Storytime! Come and
build essential early literacy skills and foster a love of reading.

Adult Programs
Garden Share: Tuesday, December 16 at 4:00pm - Join us with
your friends and family to share your garden. Bring what you
have to share; take home something you really want and bring
a bag to take home your finds. Come meet fellow gardeners and
share your experiences!
English Corner — English Conversation: Every Wednesday at
4:30pm - Community members with a basic grasp of English
language can have fun themed conversations and build
relationships with one another. We will talk about ourselves, our
cultures, and more.
Knitting & Crochet Circle: Every Friday at 9:30am - This is a
social group where you can practice your fiber craft in good
company, showing off your latest projects, getting support, and
make friends. All levels are welcome. Beginners: please bring
knitting needles/crochet hook, some yarn or your current
project.
Community GYN Cancer Support Group: Thursday,
December 18 at 10:00am - Ongoing monthly support group
meeting for patients and survivors of gynecological cancers.
Fiction Lovers Book Club: Saturday, December 13 and
January 10 at 10:00am - The Fiction Lovers will be discussing
Loving Frank by Nancy Horan in December. Check the library's
online calendar for the book discussed in January.
Amantes de la Lectura. Novelas Hispano-Americanos en
Espanol: Saturday, December 13 and January 17 at 2:00pm -
El club de lectura sera dirigido por la Sra. Toni Lampell, maestra
en estudios hispanicos por la Universidad Francisco Marroquin
de Guatemala. Este club de lectura es para adultos con un nivel
avanzado de espaiiol y con interés en incursionar y/o ampliar
su cultura literaria hispanoamerican. If attending RSVP
to tlampeli21@gmail.com.

Little Free Libraries Fill in the Gaps
by Jemma Samala

The Little Free Library movement has been around since 2009
and has now reached over 200,000 little free libraries all over
the world. They can be a great resource when libraries are
closed and you need a quick vacation read. In University City,
the following are registered little free libraries:

2851 Arnoldson Ave (& Pantry) 2867 Brannick -banned bks

6215 Stresemann Street 3114 Briand Ave (dragons)
5464 Barkla Street 5469 Bloch Street

5163 Bothe Avenue 5454 Bothe Avenue

5458 Sandburg Avenue 3134 Mercer Lane

3362 Mercer Lane 3463 Wellesly Avenue
3286 Millikin Avenue Corner of Millikin & Ohm
3427 Tony Avenue Spreckels Elem. Sch. (DEI)
5663 Carnegie Street 5615 Tulane Street

6115 Radcliffe Drive 4523 Cather Avenue

5853 Cozzens Street 4371 Pavlov Ave (new!)
6136 Erlanger St (15'in UC) 5147 Via Cinta

7265 Charmant Drive 7146 Caminito Quintana
Congregation Beth Israel Westfield UTC

Besides sharing books, some have special themes as noted
above. At 6135 Radcliffe Drive you will find a Little Free Vegan
Pantry. During the recent shutdown, the Little Free Library on
Arnoldson added a Little Free Pantry for those who need a little
extra help. The neighbors on the local Buy Nothing Facebook
group has been especially helpful in keeping it supplied,
especially Alison Labor. It will remain there until the end of the
year. Please feel free to drop off or pick up food as needed.

Come one. come al(!

Tuesday
December 16th
4-5 Pm
Community Room

Join us with your friends and family to share your
garden. Bring what you have to share; take home
something you really want. Be sure to bring a bag
to take home your finds!

Bring any extra bounty from your garden (produce,
fruit, herbs, flowers, plants in pots, seeds,
seedlings, tools, etc.) Anything garden related is
welcome!

Meet your fellow gardeners
and share your experiences!
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Photo of Progress Pride
Flag and Black Lives Matter
flags flying at Standley
Middle School to show the

school’s inclusive values.

0

San Diego LGBTQ+ History and the Impact
on University City Today
by Theo Villalobos and Claire Shaughnessy of UC Pride

Did you know that December marks an important victory for
queer folks in San Diego? In December 1992, the San Diego
County Sheriff's Department announced it would “officially forbid
discrimination or harassment against lesbians and gay men,"
and that deputies would undergo cultural sensitivity training.
That same week, the San Diego Unified School District trustees
voted unanimously "to ban discrimination against gay and
lesbian students and employees.”

Today, San Diego Unified School District continues to help
protect LGBTQ+ students from discrimination. In 2022, the
school board passed the LGBTQ+ Safety Resolution to protect
all students from harassment and bullying and to require
mandatory training for staff, inclusive curriculum in the
classrooms, and access to safe spaces like bathrooms and
locker rooms. Acting on that resolution, parents in the UC School
Cluster formed a Pride Subcommittee in 2023. Since then, the
committee of parents, principals, and students works to
implement the safety resolution by creating gender neutral
spaces, supporting GSA clubs, encouraging staff training, and
raising awareness in our community. Because of this hard work,
University City is known as one of the safest school clusters in
San Diego for LGBTQ+ students.

“Every day, | see how important it is for queer students to feel
supported. UC Pride brings together parents, students, and
allies to make our schools and neighborhoods feel more
welcoming. When something unfair happens, UC Pride steps in
to make sure everyone is treated with respect.”" Evelyn G.,
Standley Middle School student and GSA President. UC Pride
has a website, uc-pride.com, where you can learn more.

EdUCate! Needs Volunteers

EdUCate! is excited to begin planning our upcoming Taste of the
Triangle event, Friday April 24, 2026. We are currently looking
for Committee Chairs, Co-Chairs & volunteers to help lead
key areas of the event and support planning. This is a
fantastic opportunity to get involved, meet other families, and
make a big impact on our schools and students. Whether you
have a few hours or can take on a larger role, every bit of help
counts!

If you're interested in volunteering or learning more about
available roles, please complete the Google Form at:
bit.ly/EdUCateApr2025

Thank you for being an important part of the UC community. We
cannot wait to work together on this exciting event!

Boys Lacrosse Will Recycle Trees

The UCHS Boys Lacrosse Team is gearing
up for another exciting season! With hours
spent practicing and training, the student
athletes are hoping to make this the best
season yet. As the holidays approach, the
team is excited to give back to the community
by offering tree recycling services after
Christmas. For a suggested $20 donation,

< g &
BEGONE!

the athletes will remove your tree and save you from the hassle

of dealing with endless pine needles! The dates available for
pick-ups are December 27, January 2 & 3 between 2:00 and
4:00pm in zip codes 92122, 92121, and 92117. Trees need to
be outside in the driveway or next to the sidewalk to be
removed.

To sign up, visit formurl.com/to/christmas-tree-away to make
your tree disappear! All donations are tax-deductible and will go
directly to making the UCHS Boys Lacrosse season a success.
Donations can be made at givebutter.com/BoysLaxPay.
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YOU’RE INVITED!

DATE & TIME
6-8 pm, December 9th

DETAILS
Can't make it in store?
GIVEBACK-JSMKN
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COMMUNITY SHORTS

SENIOR WATCH:

GET MOVING WITH TAI CHI & QIGONG

Sunday, January 11, 11:00am at Standley Park
UCCA's Senior Watch program presents an introduction to Tai Chi and
Qigong in a fun and relaxed atmosphere. Some of the benefits are
physical strengthening, balance and mental calm. It can be achieved
through stretching, moving form, and breathing exercises (qi-vital
energy). Senior Watch Committee member and UC resident Maria
Tong will lead the introduction. Chair exercise options are available.
When practiced over time, you can begin to make deep connections
between the mind and body. To RSVP or to get involved with Senior
Watch projects, please email jemmasamala@gmail.com.

FRONT PORCH PANDEMIC JAZZ JAM

The Front Porch Pandemic Jazz Jam (FPPJJ) continues every
Thursday afternoon, now starting at 3:30pm, at 5626 Bloch Avenue.
FPPJJ jams for about 1 % to 2 hours. Bring your own seating, a picnic,
maybe some wine, the kiddos, your dog, and join the regulars to hear
a fun jazz jam. Since the jam is outside, please remember it's “weather
permitting” and this year, since they fall on Thursdays, the FPPJJ will
be dark on Christmas and New Year's Days.

UCUC BLOOD DRIVE
UCUC San Diego Blood Bank Bloodmobile - at the Sprouts
Marketplace on Governor Drive on Saturday, January 10 from 8:00am
to 1:30pm. Appointments are encouraged, but spontaneous walk-ins are
always welcomed. Future Blood Drives for 2026: March 14, May 16, July
18, September 12, and November 7. Make your appointment at:
mysdbb.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/82702.

VOLUNTEER CONNECTIONS

l} Fire! Council
A " '

VOLUNTEERS FOR COMMUNITY OUTREACH
The University City Fire Safe Council is seeking volunteers to help with
community outreach to promote fire prevention and preparation in our
local community. Learn what to do so your home is ready in case of a
fire. Then help neighbors learn how to do the same. If you are interested,
please contact Diane Ahern at: uc.fsc.universitycity@gmail.com

MAKE A MEANINGFUL CONNECTION -

VOLUNTEER WITH SENIORS
Brighten a senior's day with a ride to an appointment, help with
errands/grocery shopping, help with sorting mail and bills, assist with
minor home repairs, or even a friendly visit. Small acts of kindness can
greatly improve health, well-being, and quality of life. Ready to get
started? Visit: elderhelpofsandiego.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer/
to learn more.

BE A NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH LEADER
Consider being part of the crime prevention solution as a Neighborhood
Watch Street Captain in partnership with our SDPD. They need us as
extra eyes and ears of our community. If this leadership role sounds of
interest to you, please contact bggellman@yahoo.com.

The following streets need a Captain and/or Co-Captains to step up and
lead, and once this happens, a Neighborhood Watch sign will be
installed. Streets: Araya, Arnoldson, Baeza, Briand, Branting, Bunche,
Carnegie, Carrena, Dunant, Ducommun, Erlanger, Enders, Ferber,
Fried, Finson, Farley, Gullstrand, Kantor, Maynard, Merwell, Occidental,
Pennant, Pauling, Soderblom, Sandburg, Stadium, Steinbeck, Via
Regla, Werner, Wellesley, Whipple, and Willard.

University City Little League (UCLL) officially closed out its fall
baseball season on November 16, marking the end of a fun,
competitive, and community-filled few months at the fields.

Strong Showing from the Majors Division

This fall, UCLL fielded two Majors Division teams, coached by
James Walters and Steve Granados. With a strong turnout of
league-age players (ages 11-13 as of August 2026), the league
reached an exciting milestone by forming two full Majors teams
for the fall program. Both teams faced off against Scripps Ranch
throughout the season and delivered an outstanding
performance, winning every matchup. The Majors season
concluded on November 9, and UCLL looks forward to building
on this momentum with a goal of forming four Majors teams for
Spring 2026.

Growing Participation Across Divisions

Participation continues to rise across the league, with 185
players taking part in fall baseball—38 of them brand-new to
UCLL. The enthusiasm for youth baseball is stronger than ever.
The October Tee Ball Clinic also drew a great crowd, welcoming
43 eager future ballplayers for a fun introduction to the sport in
a supportive, engaging setting.

Snack Time Creativity

Even with the main snack bar temporarily closed for upgrades,
families still enjoyed plenty of treats this fall. For the first time
since COVID, the UCLL Mobile Snack cart returned to action at
Fort Field (Field C, adjacent to Spreckels Elementary), offering
seeds, candy, sodas, and plenty of nostalgia. Sunday evenings
also brought families together for buffet-style community
dinners, giving players in the late games a chance to finish their
weekend with a warm meal before the school week. Looking
ahead, UCLL is excited to debut the fully updated snack bar this
spring, complete with grilled hot dogs and burgers. And don't be
surprised if the snack cart continues making appearances
around Standley Park once games kick off in late February and
early March!

Support UCLL Through Sponsorship

UCLL extends its gratitude to the community for its ongoing
support and welcomes local businesses interested in partnering
with the league. Sponsorship directly supports field
maintenance, uniforms, and umpires for the older divisions—key
elements that ensure safe, competitive, and well-run baseball
for every player. Sponsorship packages for the 2026 season
provide a meaningful way to uplift young athletes while
promoting your brand. For details, please contact:
sponsorship@ucll.org

Spring Registration Opens Soon

Registration for the Spring 2026 season—open fo players
league age 4—13—begins in December. Stay tuned to UCLL.org
for updates and announcements.
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Recreationally Speaking
by Diane Ahern

MAHJONG

Play Mahjong at Standley
Recreation Center, 3585
Governor Drive, on Saturdays,
from 12:00 to 3:00pm. No
registration is needed and
invite your friends. Please
note that Mahjong tiles are not
provided; bring your own or
join a table.

AT STANDLEY RECREATION CENTER

SATURDAYS

12:00 - 3:00
Invite your friends!

Mabjeny Hles MOT provided
by e center

Rring paur wwn or feln s
Teble

PICKLEBALL
Learn to play Pickleball at Standley. This class is for adults who
want to learn the basics of pickleball. Learn about Serving,
Positioning, Dinks and Lobs. Class participants will get plenty of
chances to play while the instructor is there to help. Registration
is required and the class is limited to 12 people. Pickleball for
Beginners classes are held inside at Standley Recreation
Center Gym at 3585 Governor Drive. Cost is $40 per 2-session
class; register at: sdrecconnect.com.
e Beginner Pickleball, Tuesdays, December 9 and 16,
9:00 to 10:30am; Registration Code: 128023
e Beginner Pickleball, Thursdays, January 8 and 15,
9:00 to 10:30am; Registration Code: 129024

New Clty Containers Expected Early 2026

The City is delivering new gray trash containers and light blue
recycling containers. Green organic waste containers will
remain, unless you requested a different number or size in the
Residential Waste Collection Services. New containers will not
all arrive at the same time.
e Gray trash containers will be delivered to all eligible
customers first.
e Light blue recycling containers will follow on a second
visit.
e Green container changes (if applicable) will be made
on a third visit.

On delivery day, old containers will be removed and recycled.
Removal may not necessarily happen at the same time as
delivery, but it is expected that containers are delivered and
removed on the same day.

e Look up your property's estimated delivery date for
your new gray trash, light blue recycling and, if
applicable, organic waste recycling containers at:
getitdone.sandiego.gov/ContainerDeliveryLookup

e For more info: sandiego.gov/environmental-services

UC History: Residential Development

by Diane Ahern

By September 1860, grading, roadwork, and the installation of utilities in
the first 600-acre section of University City south of Rose Canyon was
well underway. The first 10 model homes opened for public inspection
during the same period as the utilities were installed, featuring traditional
and modern-designs.

The first subdivision included a 15-acre school site and an 11-acre park.
From 1961 onward, development expanded to include a range of
housing types from luxury dwellings to apartments, while continuing to
develop single-family residences. In the mid-1960s, the newest trend
was the resurgence of multi-story homes, moving away from the
dominant one-story ranch style home.

By 1971, the largely developed land to the south of Rose Canyon
contained single-family detached homes, duplexes, and low-scale multi-
family residential buildings. Community leaders, including the City
Council reassessed the area’s housing stock and instituted a plan to

design a higher variety of residential buildings north of Rose Canyon and

stop repeating the same housing types available south of Rose Canyon.

Community Plan Update 2018 to 2024

Fast forward almost 50 years and the Community Plan Update began in
2018; the City Council approved the plan update in 2024. According to
the Planning Department, the updated plan serves as the 30-year vision
for land use, mobility, urban design, public facilities and services, natural
resources, historic and cultural resources, and economic development.
The plan update envisions more opportunities for more homes of many
types and mixed-use development combining residential, commercial,
office, and/or other uses in a shared area. One proposed mixed-use
development is expected to begin at the former Costa Verde Center site
in 2026.

Adapted and condensed by Diane Ahern based on the University
Community Plan Area Historic Context Statement and information from
the City Planning Department; find additional references at:
sandiego.gov/planning/community-plans/updates/university
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Feeding Community During the Holidays
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FEEDING
SAN DIEGO

Feeding San Diego and Meals Made Easy

Volunteer from home and create Meals Made Easy Kits for Feeding San
Diego. Help neighbors in San Diego access nufritious meals by
assembling meal kits from your kitchen. Create meal kits using shelf-
stable ingredients that help neighbors experiencing food insecurity:

Choose from 6 tested recipes, assemble ingredients in clear bags with
recipe cards, and drop them off at the Feeding San Diego facility—all on

your schedule. Details at: feedingsandiego.org/get-
involved/volunteer/meals-made-easy/
AN
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-

San Diego %%
Food Bank

Volunteer Projects at San Diego Food Bank

Volunteers help the Food Bank by sorting/bagging produce and donated
food items; and assembling Food bags/boxes for the Emergency Food
Assistance Program, Commodity Supplemental Food Program, and the
Food 4 Kids Back Pack program.

The San Diego Food Bank encourages everyone in the community to
volunteer their time at the Miramar, North County, and nonprofit partner
locations. If you meet the age requirements, they welcome volunteer
support. For more information, visit: sandiegofoodbank.org/volunteer
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COME YOUR BEST DRESSED AND WALK ON OUR RED CARPET!
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WREATHS

AMERICA

LIVE » WITH * PURPOSE

e Remember all our fallen
United States veterans.

* Honor those who serve
& have served.

* Teach the next
generation the value of
freedom.

Miramar National Cemetery

Wreaths Across America Returns to

Miramar National Cemetery

Wreaths Across America will be at Miramar National Cemetery in
December to Remember and Honor our veterans through the laying of
Remembrance wreaths on the graves of our country's fallen heroes. The
ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, December 13, 2025, at 9:00 am,
with wreath placement immediately following the ceremony. To sponsor
a wreath for Veteran's grave and for more information about volunteering
and parking, go to: wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/14747/overview

Warm up Winter — Seeking New Blankets,

Gloves, Beanies, and Socks
Join our JFS Warm Up Winter Drive to support community members
experiencing homelessness. For individuals and families living in their
vehicles, winter nights can be guite cold. We're collecting new beanies,
blankets, gloves, and socks to help make those long nights a little
warmer, Together, we can provide compassion, comfort, and the warmth
of community.

Stop by the donation station on Sunday, December 14, 1 to 4:00 pm, at
the Standley Recreation Center parking lot, 3585 Governor Drive. Or
contact Rita Shafer for more information at: shafer.lily@yahoo.com

The Safe Parking Program at JFS provides a welcoming environment,
meaningful resources and tools, and dignified support to help families
stabilize and transition back info stable housing. With wraparound
services focused on basic needs assistance, employment, family
wellness, financial education, credit repair, and most importantly, a return
to housing. Learn more at: www.jfssd.org/SPP
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11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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Gardeners Getting Creative

by Jemma Samala

Creative juices were flowing freely when UC Garden Club
members got together for a floral epoxy art demonstration
by local artist Holly Wolf. Working with the medium for over
20 years, Holly has been known for her explosive style,
combining many elements into bold art pieces.

UC Garden Clubbers gathered around her work table, as
Holly showed how to begin with drying flowers — and the
importance of keeping the moisture out to prevent future
mold seeping in. Holly then mixed resin and hardener in a
1:1 ratio to create the mixture to pour over the flowers,
leaves, and other additions of your liking. The process is
done in layers to create a 3-dimensional look. New layers
are added once the previous layer is dry, which can end
up being from a four day to week long completion time,
depending on the size of your project. Once Holly began
talking about how she finds pieces to inspire her artwork,
the ideas were shared generously amongst those in
attendance. Every art piece is unique to your imagination.

Holly was generous enough to invite us all into her home
and backyard where more of her artistic abilities were on
display — everything from the custom tile mosaic over her
pizza oven to the stove and oven knobs that she is starting
to market. The detail and imagination that Holly pours into
each piece is evidence of Holly's love of art. It's in her blood,
as her mother is an artist and surrounded Holly with artist
friends while she was growing up. Holly Is not only naturally
artistically talented, but she's shown us how to use nature's
talent in our art!

If you would like to get on the UC Garden Club email list,
please contact jemmasamala@gmail.com. Speakers
and/or hosts are needed for 2026 meetups.

UC People: Brookie Best

A Dean in the Neighborhood
by Vince Reardon

For many pharmacy residents, the required
research project was a minor hoop to jump
through—a “check-the-box” obligation on
the road to a clinical career. For Dr. Brookie
Best, however, it was the detour that
became the destination.

Now the Dean of the UC San Diego Skaggs
School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Best admits, “I fell into science—
I wasn’t planning on doing research at all.”
She says what began as a small residency
assignment uncovered an unexpected
passion that pulled her off the hospital
pharmacy floor and into a career shaped by
drug research, clinical ftrials, faculty
professorships, and academic leadership.

A Doctor of Pharmacy who later earned a Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in
Clinical Research, Dr. Best has been on the UC San Diego faculty for more than 23
years. She holds joint appointments in both the School of Pharmacy and the School
of Medicine and became Dean three years ago. “A big part of my job as Dean is
keeping a pulse on what my people need—and then figuring out how to get it for them,”
she says.

Despite her administrative responsibilities, Dr. Best remains an active researcher.
“From 6:00 to 9:00 am I'm on calls with collaborators around the world. From 9:00 am
to 9:00 pm, I'm the dean. That's what it feels like,” she said with a laugh. She
specializes in pharmacokinetics—the science of determining how to properly dose
medicines in populations often overlooked during drug development: pregnant
women, lactating women, babies, and children. Much of her work has focused on HIV
medications, supported primarily by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and
partnerships with pharmaceutical companies. Her dedication has made her a
respected expert in the field. She has authored more than 150 peer-reviewed
publications and has served on advisory committees for the NIH, the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, and the World Health Organization.

But Dr. Best is equally influential in the classroom. Recognized by both students and
administration, she has been voted Professor of the Year multiple times and received
UC San Diego's Distinguished Teaching Award. Today, she brings that blend of
research excellence and teaching passion to her role leading the Skaggs School of
Pharmacy. The school, now 23 years old, offers a four-year Doctor of Pharmacy
(Pharm.D.) degree—comparable to a medical doctorate—and enrolls about 280
students. Graduates pursue diverse paths, from community or hospital pharmacy to
biotech, industry, and public policy.

Reflecting on her own unexpected journey, Dr. Best offers this advice to young
professionals: “Don’t be limited by your job title. Do your job—and then ask, ‘How else
can | contribute?”

While her career is global, her roots are firmly local. Dr. Best arrived at UC San Diego
as a 17-year-old undergraduate from San Dimas and instantly felt at home, later
recalling, “Within three weeks, | said, ‘Oh, I'm a San Diegan now. | never want to
leave.” She’s been in San Diego ever since. A long-time resident of University City,
she and her late husband, Trey Best, bought their home and raised her two sons, A.J.
and Noah, now 21 and 23. Her husband was also active in the community as a teacher
and coach.

Outside of work, Dr. Best gravitates toward the outdoors. She enjoys snowboarding,
hiking, camping, and water skiing—activities that offer a balance to the demands of
running a major academic institution.

Looking back, that accidental “fall” into research turned out to be the defining step of
her career. It was the surprise twist that led her to the heights of her profession—
shaping young pharmacists, guiding international clinical trials, and building a legacy
of purposeful leadership. For Dr. Brookie Best, the best path truly was the one she
never planned to take.
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Curb and gutter work at SR-52 and Genesee Ave.
Pure Water University City Update

Pure Water construction crews continue to make progress on
pipeline installation in the University City area. At the |-805
tunnel, crews have finished contract grouting and are preparing
to install pipelines through tunnel. At SR-52, the backfilling of
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University City Planning Group Update
by Chris Nielsen, UCPG Chair

The UCPG held its last meeting of the year on November 11,
Veterans Day. We had a short but important agenda to approve
two wireless projects, a solar panel project for a parking lot, and
we held a special election.

We filled three voting member seats on the UCPG board. Emma
Chavez was elected from UCPG District 4 (residents of the UC
San Diego campus), Sasan Asadyari, representing Scripps
Health, was elected to UCPG District 2 business seat B2-B, and
Dan Wagner, head of operations for La Jolla Country Day
School, was elected as UCPG District 3 business member B3-
B. The UCPG is pleased to have representatives from Scripps
and LJCDS back on the board, and pleased that Emma Chavez
could return to the board.

UCPG board member Neil de Ramos, representing Irvine Co.,



























