University

Springtime Starts with Egg Hunts

On your mark, get set, go find the eggs! Our three local community parks—Standley, Doyle,
and Nobel—planned Spring Egg Hunts for the neighborhood families throughout the month
of March to welcome in the Spring season.

Photos above and below are from the Nobel Egg Hunt held on Saturday, March 28, where
over 2,000 people participated in the event. During the celebration, University City residents
were able to get photos with the Bunny, make arts and crafts, visit with the fire fighters and
check their fire truck, get info from community resource booths, and grab lunch from the food
trucks.

Nobel's event was separated into four age groups, with parents having to accompany those
aged 0-2. Doyle's event included a DJ, while Standley's had spin art activities. These events
were provided free of charge to the community and organized by the each park's Recreation
Center.
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UC Residents Honored During
Women’s History Month

Meredith Kennedy

Meredith Kennedy was named a Woman of Impact
by Assemblymember Tasha Boerner for her
incredible work in Health & Human Services.
Meredith is the Executive Director/CEO of the
American Academy of Pediatrics California Chapter
3 (AAP-CA3), which serves San Diego and Imperial
counties. UCCA profiled Meredith in the February
2026 issue of the UC Newsletter.

Jemma Samala

Jemma Samala was named the City of San Diego's
6" District Woman of Distinction by Councilmember
Kent Lee, and also one of the Distinguished Women
of District 40 by State Senator Brian Jones —
honored for her work in the community.
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Your article should be approximately 250 words or less, sentin a
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DO NOT send articles in a pdf format.
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Priority may be given to UCCA members and time sensitive material.
Articles may also be edited for allowed space. UCCA does not
discriminate. The UCCA Newsletter receives information and
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2026 UCCA Board Members

Executive Board

President: Jemma Samala, president@universitycitynews.org
Vice-President: Jim Beshears

Secretary: Greg Hom

Treasurer: Phil Fowler
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Appointed Positions

Beautification Chair: Merle Langston

CASA Liaison/Corresponding Secretary/Newsletter Chair/Publicity
& Promotion/Webmaster: Diane Ahern

Historian: Greg Hom

Marketing (Membership & Advertising): Open

Neighborhood Watch: Barbara Gellman

*Newsletter Ads: Terri Day

*Newsletter Editor & Distribution: Jemma Samala

North UC Liaison: Bill Beck

Parliamentarian/SD Network of Town Councils: Mack Langston
Past-President: Diane Ahern

Senior Watch: Jemma Samala

*Special Events: Barry Bernstein

*UCSD Liaison — Jim Beshears

Other Volunteers — Newsletter Contributors

*Mike Frattali: City Issues

*Vince Reardon: UC Profiles

*Non-Voting Position

SUMMARY OF GENERAL MEETING
March 17, 2026 held via ZOOM

Excerpts of Minutes taken by Greg Hom, UCCA Secretary

Pure Water Construction Update (Marissa Twite and Ivette Gonzalez)
Anticipate reopening Marian Bear Park in May. Nobel & Genesee working
on installing new main and work takes place in evening for next 6 to 12
weeks. La Jolla Village Drive and Towne Centre Drive repair has been
rescheduled. Base repair of Genesee at UCHS and at SR-52 will occur
at night resulting in closure of on- and off-ramps and single lane closure.
UC Improvement Project No.1 - Currently working on water main on
Governor Drive between Dunant and Scripps to be completed next
month. Then, water main installation will continue to move east. Major
work on water main installation at intersection of Governor and Genesee
on April 1%t and 2™. Governor Drive Paving and Restriping: funding for
paving of Governor Drive was not part of original contract and there is no
funding at this time.

Public Safety Report (Lt. White) - Unhoused person report was
addressed with the individual today near University Gardens. Fire Safety:
Lt. White added some links for wildfire information, including the Genasys
app link. Genasys will be used for broadcasting evacuation routes.
UCPG (Chris Nielsen) At the last UCPG meeting, almost the entire
meeting was spent discussing Governor Drive, the traffic study, and how
the traffic might be controlled. East of Genesee, there has been a drop in
traffic on Governor in the past 7 years. A single lane of automobile traffic
on Governor, the time to traverse the length of Governor Drive would add
several minutes, versus keeping two lanes. For evacuations, the city
employees stated that bike lanes will be wide enough to accommodate
cars. However, citizens are not being educated that use of such lanes
would be allowed (or encouraged)

Fire Safe Council (Diane Ahern) - Two zoom meetings this year with
information. An event was held this past weekend at University Village
Park. There will be a zoom meeting in April regarding enforcement and
implementation of Zone Zero in San Diego. There will be a lot of
information in the UCCA Newsletter. Refer to the Ready, Set, Go guide
for information on wildfires and evacuations and preparedness.

Zach Burton (City Councilmember Kent Lee’s rep) - Mayor has said
no changing of Governor Drive layout. Budget Town Halls will be held,
but locations and times will be subject to change. Marcy Park will be re-
opening after the plant/vegetation/landscaping is well-established. The
work will be complete at the end of March and then the park will be re-
opened. UC library will be re-opening late May or early June.

Omar Teran-Sosa (Supervisor Terra Lawson-Remer’s rep) - The
supervisor hosted a public safety town hall in UC recently. Consumer
Finance and Protection Unit will discuss ability to investigate rental
scams, and related criminal activity. Working to stabilize funding for
nonprofits amid federal funding cuts, in cooperation with the San Diego
Foundation.

UCCA Committee Reports

Grant Applications (Diane Ahern) - UCCA has received a grant from
City Council District 6 and Board of Supervisor's office. For additional
grant applications with the County, wait until the start of the new fiscal
year in July,

Neighborhood Watch (Barbara Gellman) - With so many seniors in UC,
Street Captains will help identify individuals who need assistance during
a crisis. She met Rabbi Kahn and his wife of the local chabad and they
would like to help with community events, but many of our events are held
during the sabbath. Maybe we should try to hold some events on Sunday
so that they can participate.

Community Open Forum

Mark Powell introduced himself as candidate for City Council District 6
and invited individuals to meet with him.

Daniel Moceri asking for stop signs at Pennant and Stresemann
because of too many close calls of collisions with poor traffic visibility.
John Lee Evans reinforced with his personal experience that the problem
exists. Chris Nielsen reviewed the process to request a stop sign and will
assist in furthering this process in greater detail. Zach Burton provided a
link for a traffic service request and is interested in researching the issues.
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UCCA President Jemma Samala

| love having my open hours and getting a chance
to chat with my fellow neighbors, but the March
event was bittersweet. We also said good-bye to a
beloved gathering spot and the people that work
there — Round Table Pizza. Many people stopped
by, including those pictured at left: Dennis Doyle,
Diane Ahern, me, the Nuibe family, and Richard
Patchett — you can see hard-working Joe Sassano,
one of the owners, working in the background. The
place was packed, all day and night | heard, and |
saw many folks from my UC Little League days.

It was where we did gather for team parties and board meetings, surrounded by the team
plagues that Round Table would sponsor each year — now UCLL will be down one more
sponsor. While we lament its leaving, where were we, me included, while they struggled?
Not just showing up on their last day in business, but during these past couple years.
Lesson learned: if we want businesses to stay in UC, we must give them some business.

| was honored during Women's History Month — now don't think I'm being braggy, but | was
told these awards were front page news. And kudos to my friend Meredith Kennedy for
being named a Woman of Impact — well deserved! | was planning to thank all the many
women who have volunteered their time to show up and make the University City
community so desirable, and their accomplishments, but it would take up the whole issue!
(Maybe that will be a future project.) | do want to thank one person — Diane Ahern. | heard
through the grapevine that she was a big influence in getting me the honors, but she too
should be recognized for so much she does for UCCA and the University City community.
We, and |, would be lost without her efforts and support. Thank you Diane — in my book,
you are UC’s Woman of the Year!

I want to note that my official recognitions, and | do thank both Councilmember Kent Lee
and State Senator Brian Jones, are due to my volunteer work for my community. So, also
in my book, | feel these awards do belong to all of you — my community. The focus on me
shines a light on the wonderful community that is called University City, the Golden Triangle.
We show up and care for each other — when there is a need, we help — like Shabana
Vignisson who is helping a local homeless mother. We show up and voice our concerns
about community issues, like Daniel Moceri who brought up a road safety issue which will
now be hopefully fixed. We show up and help neighbors, like the Balow Family who built
me a new little free library cabinet when mine were stolen. Let's continue to show up and
support each other...including our businesses.

Quite honestly, if you want to help recognize my recent recognitions, help support my work
through UCCA — show up and become a paid member or make a donation in my honor.
Help continue to shine the light on our community. Oh, and show up to my next open hours,
this month it's at Golden Donut, April 11 from 9:00 to 11:00am. Just show up.

Jemumav

Thinking Locally, Acting Neighborly

Hl ~ == -

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: THOSE THAT SHOW UP

Calendar

April 2026

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER MONTH

SPRING BREAK (SDUSD)
March 30 to April 3

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 5

JEMMA at GOLDEN DONUT
UCCA President's Open Hours
Stop by to discuss UC issues and
Turn in 2026 membership forms!
Saturday, April 11, 9:00 to 11:00am
4041 Governor Drive by VONS

UCCA SENIOR WATCH EVENT:
SENIOR SELF DEFENSE
Saturday, April 11, 2:00-3:30pm
Standley Park Rec Center, 3585 Governor Drive
RSVP: president@universitycitynews.org

UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP
Tuesday, April 14, 6:00pm
9880 Campus Point Drive, Third Floor
Zoom available. Info: planuniversity.org

TAX DAY
Wednesday, April 15

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
Theme: Find Your Joy
Sunday, April 19 to Saturday, April 25

EARTH DAY
Wednesday, April 22

UC CELEBRATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Wednesday, April 22, 6:30pm
Standley Park Rec Center

STANDLEY PARK COMMUNITY REC GROUP
Thursday, April 23, 7:00pm
For meeting details, call: 858.552.1651

UCCA SENIOR WATCH EVENT:
GET MOVING - TAI CHI
Sunday, April 26 at 11:00am
behind Standley Park Pavilion

SAVE THE DATE
UCCA GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, May 19, 5:30pm
Location: TBD
Aok ok

WE WELCOME YOU TO BECOME A PAID

UCCA MEMBER, AND TO
RENEW YOUR UCCA MEMBERSHIP.

One thing | love about our UC residents is that we are not afraid to support issues that are
important to us. You may not agree on the issues, but we show support — such as our residents
recently participating in the No Kings marches in University City, including Merle Langston,
pictured left, at the La Jolla location. Volunteering for peaceful protest.

Go to UNIVERSITYCITYNEWS.ORG or
MAIL MEMBERSHIP FORM
LOCATED ON PAGE 14.
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Immigration and San Diego Police

UNIVERSITY CITY
NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

The San Diego Police Department is committed
to building trust, keeping our communities safe,
and complying with state laws. SDPD does not
enforce federal immigration law. There is
updated information on the SDPD site that
explains how the Department handles
situations involving immigration, the laws and
policies that guide our officers, and how SDPD
communicates about these matters. For more
information, please refer to:
sandiego.gov/police/immigration.

WE REPORT ALL
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES TO
OUR POLICE DEPARTMENT

Request Homeless Outreach Services and

Report Encampments

Get It Done can be used to both request homeless outreach
services and to report homeless encampments for non-
emergency reports only. For emergencies, call 9-1-1. For other
Police-related non-emergency issues, call 619.531.2000. When
you use Get it Done, your report will be forwarded to Homeless
QOutreach Specialists, the Environmental Services Department
and/or the Neighborhood Policing Division as appropriate. If you
are experiencing homelessness and in need of assistance,
please dial 2-1-1 to be connected with an Outreach Specialist.
Access at: sandiego.gov/get-it-done.

Safe Place Program

The San Diego Police Department strives to advance the
highest levels of public safety, trust, and professionalism by
strengthening community partnerships through fair and impartial
policing while fostering employee enrichment and growth to
ensure we remain America’s Finest police department. The Safe
Place Program is to help businesses identify their
establishments as a safe place for victims of hate crimes or
harassment to notify police of a crime or of suspicious activity.
For more information, visit: sandiego.gov/police/safeplace.

R & g
Neighbors For A Better San Diego

League of Women Voters, San Diego

San Diego”Ci.ty Council
District 6

District 6 Candidate Forum
Thursday, April 30 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm

In preparation for the June 2 primary election, learn about the
issues that matter most to you at the April 30 City Council District
6 Candidate Forum. The forum will be moderated by the League
of Women Voters of San Diego and conducted according to their
guidelines. Audience members will have the opportunity to
submit questions at the forum at University City High School,
6949 Genesee Ave. For more information, visit the League of
Women Voters at: lwvsandiego.org.
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Protecting Seniors from the ‘Gold Bar’ Scam

by District Attorney Summer Stephan

A dangerous and fast-growing scam is targeting seniors in our
community and it is financially devastating. We are seeing more and
more victims persuaded to drain their life savings, convert it into gold,
and hand it over to strangers posing as government agents. This is
not really about gold. It's a sophisticated deception that starts as a
tech support scam and quickly escalates into something far more
sinister. It begins with a pop-up on a computer claiming to be from
Microsoft or another trusted company. Victims are told their device
has been hacked. Then the fear intensifies: scammers claim the victim
is connected to serious crimes or that their financial accounts are
compromised. Panic sets in.

That's when the criminals take control. They convince victims to
“protect” their money by withdrawing it, buying gold, and handing it to
a courier who claims to be a government agent safeguarding assets
during an “investigation.” Victims are often told to stay silent and even
to lie to their own bank or family because of a supposed gag order.

These criminals are highly skilled manipulators. In one recent case, a
victim lost $187,000 and was on the verge of losing hundreds of
thousands more. Despite warnings from bank employees and
financial advisors, she believed the scammers over the people trying
to help her. This is happening every day. In 2025 alone, San Diego
seniors lost $140 million to scams like this, often driven by
international criminal networks. Our Elder Justice Task Force has
arrested dozens of couriers, but the problem continues to grow. We
need awareness and action. Here's what to watch for:
e Unexpected pop-ups or calls claiming your computer is hacked
* Urgent threats involving your identity, finances, or criminal
accusations
Instructions to withdraw large sums of money or buy gold
Requests to hand off assets to a courier or “government agent”
Demands for secrecy, including instructions to lie to family or
bank staff
e Claims of a "gag order” or documents pressuring you not to talk
If this happens to you, remember:
Stop — Take a moment. Scammers rely on panic and urgency.
Hang up — Do not stay on the phone or continue communication.
Tell someone — Contact a trusted family member, friend, or your bank
immediately.

If you have lost money to one of these scams, please report
immediately to the FBI at www.IC3.gov and to your local police
agency. Also report the incident to local law enforcement or Adult
Protective Services at 800.339.4661. The sooner you speak up, the
better chance we have of stopping the scam and possibly recovering
your money.

Let me be clear: no legitimate government agency will ever ask you
to convert your savings into gold or hand it to a courier. No real
investigator will demand secrecy from your loved ones or financial
institution. These scams are not just theft, they are emotional
manipulation that leaves victims feeling isolated and betrayed. We are
working tirelessly with our law enforcement partners to hold those
responsible accountable, but prevention starts with awareness.

Please share this information with the seniors in your life. A simple
conversation could save someone’s life savings. And remember:
Stop. Hang up. Tell someone.

The SD Elder Justice Task Force was launched in 2021 and brought
together partners including the SD County District Attorney’s Office,
the FBI, the U.S. Department of Justice, the U.S. Attorney’s Office,
the SD County Sheriff's Office and local law enforcement agencies as
well as Adult Protective Services, and the San Diego Law
Enforcement Coordination Center.
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Senator Brian W. Jones

This year, my focus is addressing
the cost of living in California,
holding government accountable,
and protecting homeowners and
working families.

SB 1307: Protecting Home-
owners from Deed and Title
Fraud | am partnering with San
Diego County District Attorney on a
bill to help victims of deed fraud
clear their title faster. Right now, a forged filing can make it look
like someone else has a competing claim to your property, and
it can take months or even years to fix. This bill reduces the time
a cloud on title remains by allowing a court to void a false or
forged recorded real estate document once a defendant is
charged, instead of waiting for a conviction.

SB 929: CA Energy Commission Accountability This bill will
require the Chair of the Energy Commission to appear annually
before the Legislature and provide a report on the Commission's
plans, activities and public outreach across major energy
programs.

SB 1239: CARB Supplemental SRIA (Economic Analysis)
CARB regularly adopts regulations that can significantly impact
fuel prices and electricity costs, and those rules can change
during the process with limited accountability. This bill will
require CARB to publish an updated Standardized Regulatory
Impact Assessment (SRIA) when a major regulation is materially
changed before adoption. Californians deserve up-to-date
information on consumer cost impacts before those rules are
finalized.

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Senator! For
updates on all things Sacramento follow me on social media
@senbrianjones (Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram)!

Join us fora

BUDGET TOWN
HALL

May 7, 2026

Mira Mesa Library

8405 New Salem St
6:00 PM

MAY 19, 2026
GradLabs, 3™ Floor
9880 Campus Point Dr
6:30 PM

Learn About the
City of San Diego’s
Proposed FY2027
Budget

More information on the full budget review process can be
found at www.sandiego.gov/cdb-budget

KENTLEE

Council President
Pro Tem Kent Lee

At City Hall, spring marks the
beginning of the annual budget
process. The Mayor is expected
to release a draft of the budget on
April 15 and will present the Fiscal
Year 2027 Proposed Budget to
the City Council on Monday, April
20. The City Council and
Independent Budget Analyst will
then comprehensively review the
Mayor's Proposed Budget. There
will be a series of Budget Review
Committee hearings, providing
the public with opportunities to
offer input before the City Council
considers its final adoption in
June.

Community input is imperative throughout the Budget Review
process. There are evening Budget Review Committee hearings
specifically focused on giving the public an opportunity to
participate on Monday, May 4, and Monday, May 18.
Separately, | will be hosting two budget town halls in the district
to hear directly from District 6 residents.

| am committed to ensuring that University City's needs are
clearly represented throughout this process, and that begins
with hearing from you. | urge you to attend one of the following
sessions:

May 7, 2026, 6:00pm
Mira Mesa Library
8405 New Salem Street

May 19, 2026, 6:30pm
GradLabs, 3rd Floor
9880 Campus Point Drive

In the meantime, | encourage you to visit
www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd6/budget to complete our
budget survey and review my updated Budget Priority Memo.

In more exciting news at City Hall, | was honored to celebrate
our very own Jemma Samala as District 6's Woman of
Distinction as part of the City of San Diego’s Women's History
Month celebration. As many of you already know, she has spent
decades strengthening our community. Her hands-on, tireless
commitment to keeping University City connected, safe, and
thriving makes her truly deserving of this recognition. Please
join me in congratulating Jemma on this well-earned honor. UC
is stronger because of her dedication.

Lastly, Zach and | were proud to partner with Meals on Wheels
San Diego County by delivering meals to senior clients in
University City last month during Champions Week. This annual
campaign helps raise awareness for the growing number of
seniors facing hunger and isolation in our region.

Thank you to Meals on Wheels for having us — and for the vital
work you do each and every day to support seniors in our
community.

As always, please don't hesitate to reach out to me or our
University  City  representative, Zach  Burton, at
zburton@sandiego.gov.
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GARDEN ACTIVITIES AT NORTH UC LIBRARY

University Community Branch, temporarily closed for renovations

North University Community,
8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego, CA 92122; 858.581.9637
sandiego.gov/public-library/locations/north-university-community-library

Library Hours and programs are subject to change.
Call to confirm hours and events.

Local libraries are open on Tuesday from 11:30am to 8:00pm; and

Wednesday through Saturday from 9:30am fo 6:00pm.
Closed Sunday & Monday.

Here are some programs that are coming up at North University
Community Library in April:

Programs for All Ages

Celebrate Earth Paint and Plant: Friday, April 24 at 4:00pm
Celebrate Earth Day with a hands-on, creative activity at the
library. Join us to decorate your very own clay pot using paints
and other craft materials. Once your masterpiece is complete,
you'll be ready to plant something special and take a little piece
of the Earth home with you. All materials will be provided—just
bring your creativity.

Programs for Children
Squishy Circuits: Saturday, May 2 at 3:30pm
Explore the basics of electrical circuits. Through hands-on
activities using components such as batteries, wires, and LEDs,
inquisitive participants will investigate current, voltage,
resistance in closed circuits. This program is for children age 8-
11 years old. Registration is open, and is recommended to
secure your seat.

Stay and Play: Wednesday, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 10:30am
Stay and Play is a relaxed playtime designed for babies,
toddlers, and their caregivers, Little ones can explore toys,
practice new skills, and interact with other children while
caregivers connect and socialize. This informal play session
supports early learning through play and helps build community
for families with young children.

Signing Storytime: Tuesday, April 21 at 11:45am

This entertaining and educational Signing Story Time with
Jennifer Duncan is infused with joy and American Sign
Language signs.

Programs for Adults
Chair Yoga for Strength: April 2 and 9 at 11:00am
Strength your body with modify traditional Hatha Yoga poses
that you can do in your chair or while using your chair for
support.

Come one. come al(!

Friday
April 17th
4-5p.m.
~ Community Room

UC Garden Club Helped Kick Off Start of
North UC Library’s Seed Library

by Jemma Samala

Members of the UC Garden Club and library guests kicked off the new
North University Seed Library with a "Growing from Seeds” presentation
by Master Gardener Shital Parikh. Her presentation covered such topics
as seed starting techniques, best soil and supplies to use, and tips for
growing success. One of my favorite techniques was using a glue stick to
secure seeds onto a paper towel and, and plant it together — it will not
only keep your seeds in place, but prevent birds from snagging them.

Shital also shared information about vegetable planting guides, how to
read seed packets, and knowing which plants grow in your zone — UC is
basically Zone 10. She also used a microscope to show a seed and that
leaves actually start growing inside the seed. If you've had seeds saved
for a while, check their viability by soaking the a glass of water for a half
hour, the ones that sink are okay to plant. Biggest advice — be patient!

The next UC Garden Club will be hosted by Jim Beshears on April 18,
with Master Gardener Sommer Cartier talking about pollinators. To get
more info, contact jemmasamala@gmail.com.

The March Garden Share at the North UC Library was a big success, with attendees sharing
fruits, vegetables and lots of plants. The library also shared seeds from its new Seed Library
Come share your garden at the April 17 event, starting at 4:00pm.

Join us with your friends and family to share your
garden. Bring what you have to share; take home
something you really want, Be sure to bring a bag
to take home your finds!

Bring any extra bounty from your garden (produce,
fruit, herbs, flowers, plants in pots, seeds,
seedlings, tools, etc)) Anything garden related is

welcome! r

Meet your fellow gardeners A
and share your experiences! @
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The Troop 271 Gd Canon crew: B!rentt Kewn -Goé, AJ Ne.-',','
Alexander, Vasco, Henry, Wyatt, Lachlan, Ton, Marco, Trevor, Thanh,
Guido, and Rob

Troop 271’s Grand Canyon Adventure
by Ton van Daelen

Over Presidents' Day weekend, three crews from Troop 271
headed to Arizona for a multi-day backpacking frip into the
Grand Canyon. It was a rewarding weekend for everyone
involved, with routes designed to challenge Scouts with
intermediate to advanced backpacking skills. For all but one
Scout this was their first Grand Canyon backpacking
experience.

The three crews explored different parts of the Canyon. Two
groups followed the well-known Corridor Trails, camping at
Havasupai Gardens and near Phantom Ranch. Our more
experienced Scouts tackled Hermit Trail — a new route for the
Troop. This was a much steeper and more rugged path, but it
gave Scouts the chance to see parts of the Canyon that most
visitors never get to experience, including a side frip down to the
Colorado River.

Scouts and adult leaders experienced more than just hiking
though. We savored pancake breakfast in the middle of the
Canyon, enjoyed burgers in Flagstaff to celebrate finishing the
climb, and held our traditional "Rose-Bud-Thorn" debriefing over
ice cream on the drive home. It was a weekend of great weather,
tough climbs, and a lot of teamwork.

Scouting gives boys a chance to get outside, learn to be
independent, and take on challenges they wouldn't normally find
at home. We're always looking for new members to join the
adventure.

Check out Troop 271 at our next meeting to see what we're
planning next. We meet at Spreckels Elementary at 7:00pm on
Tuesday night. Find more info at troop271.godaddysites.com/.

As You Wish at UCHS

by Kimberly & the UCHS Theatre Boosters

University City High School Performing Arts Department proudly
presents As You Wish, an ode to The Princess Bride. This
theatrical adventure has it all - fencing, fighting, torture, revenge,
monsters, chases, escapes, true love, and miracles! As You
Wish is directed by seniors Riley Devan and Siena Young,
under the tutelage of teacher Nia Hilton; continuing the tradition
of the third play at UCHS being directed by outstanding senior
students who have shown exemplary leadership in the theatre
program. As You Wish runs April 22, 23, and 24, at 7:00pm in
the UCHS Auditorium. Runtime is approximately one hour and
45 minutes with a 10-minute intermission. Tickets are available
for purchase online at: uchsperformingaris.org.

Taste of the

EDUCATE! ..~

lic School
‘,’L’,’":{,‘,’;’,f"m ;g;‘uf';’“”"&f;m; by Jonathan Doolittle

Get “Reved Up" for this year's edition of the Taste of the
Triangle. University City's best will be gathering at Veloce
Motors The Vault on Friday, April 24 for the annual event. We
hope to make this year's event extra special.

The Vault is a storage facility for members with classic
automobiles to race cars to one-of-a-kind models. We will be
able to see them all as we enjoy unlimited tastes from our
favorite area restaurants. All proceeds will continue to benefit
our five area public schools.

Tickets for this special event that runs from 7:00-10:00pm are
only $95 until April 10 and $110 thereafter. Your admission
includes tastes of local cuisine and two drink tickets, and there
will be additional drinks available for purchase. VIP tickets are
gifted to anyone who donates over $500 to EDUCATE during
the year. The VIP tickets include an extra hour of complimentary
drinks and food choices from 6:00-7:00pm.

In addition to the food and drinks, there will be a silent auction
with many opportunities to see the offerings of many local
businesses and artists with donated items.

Special thanks to our top sponsors, Steve and Teri Gray and
Nancy Beck. Their support helps to keep Educate a strong
community resource and part of what make University City one
of the best neighborhoods in San Diego.

More information can be found on the EDUCATE website:
uceducate.org. Log in and you can buy your tickets and find
answers to all your questions.

~ UCHS Performing firts Presents
You Wis
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COMMUNITY SHORTS
Your Voice Matters: Take the City’s Budget

FRONT PORCH PANDEMIC JAZZ JAM
SPECIAL JAZZ DAY CELEBRATION
Thursday, April 30, 4:00-6:00pm
5626 Bloch Avenue

The Front Porch Pandemic Jazz Jam (FPPJJ) continues every Thursday
afternoon, starting at 4:00pm to roughly 6:00pm, and is located at 5626
Bloch Avenue. Bring your own seating, a picnic, maybe some wine, the
kiddos, your dog, and join the regulars to hear a fun jazz jam. Since the
jam is outside, please remember it's weather permitting.

Thursday, April 30 is a special Jazz Jam as not only is it UNESCO'’s
International Jazz Day, but the FPPJJ will be celebrating their 6%
anniversary. UCCA will be there to celebrate with them — come join us!

CELEBRATE EARTH WEEK: CREEK TO BAY
by Diane Ahern

The 24th Annual Creek to Bay Cleanup Day is April 25 from 9:00 am -
12:00 pm. Join / Love A Clean San Diego to be a part of the largest Earth
Week cleanup in all of San Diego County. Volunteers are invited to grab
buckets and work gloves and make a difference. This year, the
countywide Creek to Bay will have around 100+ locations for volunteers
to choose from, inland and coastal.

Each location is hosted by a site captain (a specially trained volunteer)
and they will be in charge of managing the volunteers on site, properly
disposing of the trash and reporting back totals. For more information
and to register, visit: cleansd.org/events/24th-annual-creek-to-bay-
cleanup-day/

CURIE’S MRS. FIELDS COOKIE DOUGH FUNDRAISER
ends soon on April 8

Curie Elementary is having a Mrs. Fields Cookie Dough & More
Fundraiser which ends April 8. To order and see the various cookie
dough, cheesecake and other pastry options, check out:
brandnamefundraising.com/raise/Curie

WALKING ON WEDNESDAYS

Led by Marie Pleasant, the Senior Walkers meet every Wednesday,
unless there's inclement weather. Meet in front of the Swanson Pool at
9:30am every Wednesday. There are slow walkers and faster ones, and
the group walks for about 45 minutes around the neighborhood. Some
walkers bring canes. The important thing is to show up and move. It has
become a wonderful social outing that fits into the Senior Watch mantra.
For more info, contact Marie at seekgene@aol.com or 858.452.2107.

SOCKS FOR SAFETY UPDATE

We have limited everyday styles for men and women including pickleball
and Valentine and dogs. It's not too late to grab a handful with a small
donation to fund Neighborhood Watch signs, special programs and
appreciation gifts. Please email Barbara Gellman,
bggellman@yahoo.com for flyers to help you find the styles that will put
a smile on your face.

GUBERNATORIAL PRIMARY ELECTION

Under the California Voter's Choice Act, every active registered voter in
San Diego County will receive a ballot in the mail the week of May 4 for
the June 2 Primary Election. For election information and to check your
registration status, visit: sdvote.com.

POLL WORKERS NEEDED

Poll workers are needed for the June primary. If interested, go to:
countynewscenter.com/poll-workers-needed-for-june-2-gubernatorial-
primary-election/.

o
Survey and Help Shape San Diego’s Priorities

from the Office of Mayor Todd Gloria

We are continuing to work to develop next year's city budget,
and | want to hear directly from you. Take the Resident Budget
Survey and tell us which programs and services matter most to
you and where you think we should make cuts. Your input will
help guide how we prioritize limited resources and ensure we
are delivering on what matters most to San Diegans.

The City is projecting a $120 million shortfall, driven by rising
costs and slowing revenue growth. To balance the budget, we
will have to make difficult choices on services the City provides.
That is why your feedback is essential. This survey is just one
way to be engaged in the budget development process. There
are key opportunities ahead for public input as the budget takes
shape.

The preliminary, draft budget will be released April 15, followed
by public hearings in early May where residents can share their
perspectives directly with the City Council. A revised budget that
includes updated financial information will be released May 13,
and the final budget is scheduled for adoption in June. We are
approaching this process with discipline and a focus on the
fundamentals: keeping San Diegans safe, fixing the damn
roads, building more housing, and reducing homelessness.
Complete the Resident Budget Survey at:
sandiego.gov/BudgetSurvey.

Your voice will help shape the decisions we make.

Prepare and Be Aware
for Evacuation

by Diane Ahern

We never know when we might
have to evacuate and that's why
we must take steps to be
prepared. Plan and practice two
ways out of your home and out of
your community. Maintain situational
awareness through news media,
weather apps, Genasys Protect, Ready San
Diego, and to local TV and radio for updates and Red Flag
Warnings in the area.

If an evacuation warning or order is issued for a particular area,
it will be issued in multiple ways including through news media,
megaphones, and cell phone alerts. The Police and Fire
Departments work in combination during a crisis and they will let
us know where we can gather safely in the community. They
have designated personnel who will direct traffic and assist
where needed.

Police and Fire personnel can direct us to safety but we need to
be ready and that's where the SDFD Ready, Set and Go guide
comes in. SDFD doesn't have a pre-set evacuation plan
because they don't know where the threat will come from. As
soon as Fire and Police know, an evacuation plan is activated if
needed.

For more information, visit:
e San Diego Fire Dept: sandiego.gov/fire/community-
risk-reduction/wildfire-preparedness
= AlertSanDiego: alertsandiego.org
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VOLUNTEER CONNECTIONS

The City of

SAN DIEGO)

Parks and Recreation Department

Standley Rec Center Classes

The Standley Rec Center holds many classes and events
throughout the month. A few featured classes are:

Pickleball Beginner’s Class: April 9 and 16, 9:00-10:30am in
the Indoor Gym.

Tai Chi: April 21 to June 9, Tuesday and Thursdays, 9:30-
10:30am at the outdoor passive area.

Hatha Yoga: Siretching, strengthening and stress
management, Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30pm.
Instructor: Shelley Aanerud, 858.926.6248. Check for fees.

Zumba Gold with Maria K: Low intensity class for adults of all
ages. Gives older adults better balance, stronger range of
motion, improved coordination, and a guaranteed mood booster.
Tuesdays at 11:00am and Thursdays at 11:15am. At the
basketball courts.

The Standley Rec Center is located at 3585 Governor Drive. For
more  information  about programs at  Standley,
visit: sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/centers/recctr/standley

CLASS OF

STANDLEY | 2
Bthlirdu omotion ons! d

Honor Local Students with Signs

It's been a tradition at University City High School and Standley
MS to celebrate each year with a public celebration on the
graduates' lawns. These public displays mark a significant
turming point for our young residents. Parents may be sad
sending their kids onto the next huge stage of life, but in the
meantime, they can relish in their pride in their graduating senior
or promote for months.

T A L o G

These signs are customizable if you want to include the
student's name and/or photo. As a bonus, each purchase
includes a donation to the PTSA-sponsored 2026 Senior Grad
Party and donation to Standley PTSA. Please see the order
information from our neighborhood vendor. Congratulations to
all of our 2026 graduates!

For more information or to receive an order form, please
contact: wendy@uwikitiki.com

HELP SHAPE NOBEL PARK

The Nobel Recreation Center Advisory Board is looking for passionate
community members to join us. Whether you have ideas for
improvements, suggestions to share, or simply care deeply about this
park — your voice belongs at the table.

NEXT MEETING

May 13 at 6:30pm

WHERE
Nobel Recreation Center

The Advisory Board meets six times a year — a small commitment with a
big impact on the park we all love. Get involved,

PLANNING FOR ANNUAL UC CELEBRATION
The annual Fourth of July UC Celebration is our neighborhood'’s favorite
summer tradition, but it doesn’'t happen by magic. It is a 100% volunteer-
run event, and we need your help to make it a success! The next planning
meeting will be Wednesday, April 29, 6:30pm, at Standley Rec Center.

As we kick off the planning for 2026, we are looking for passionate
neighbors to join our organizing committee. Whether you are an individual
looking to give back or a local community group wanting to adopt a
specific project, we have a spot for you. We are actively looking for
volunteers to help plan and run the following areas:
e Sponsorships: Connect with local businesses to help fund the
event.
e Inflatables Zone: Manage the lines and keep the bounce houses
safe.

Book Barn: Help organize and run our beloved used book sale.

Setup & Teardown: Join the crew that physically brings the event
to life!

If you or your organization are ready to get involved, please email Matt
Adrian at: Matt@CanyonsChurchSD.com. Be on the lookout for more
information as we get closer to the event including schedule updates, and
general volunteer sign-ups at: UCCelebration.com

BE A NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH LEADER
Consider being part of the crime prevention solution as a Neighborhood
Watch Street Captain in partnership with our SDPD. They need us as
extra eyes and ears of our community. If this leadership role sounds of
interest to you, please contact bggellman@yahoo.com. The following
streets need a Captain and/or Co-Captains to step up and lead, and once
this happens, a Neighborhood Watch sign will be installed. Streets:
Araya, Amoldson, Baeza, Briand, Branting, Carnegie, Carrena,
Ducommun; Erlanger, Enders, Ferber; Fried, Finson, Farley, Gullstrand,
Kantor, Maynard, Merwell, Occidental, Pennant, Pauling, Soderblom,
Sandburg, Stadium St, Steinbeck, Via Regla, Werner, Wellesley,
Whipple, and Willard.

DELIVER THE UNIVERSITY CITY NEWS
The University City News is delivered by an all-volunteer force. If you
would like to help deliver or sort newsletters, contact
jemmasamala@gmail.com. Open routes are: Carnegie Place, and
Condon Street.

UCCA NEEDS YOU

In addition to volunteers needed for Neighborhood Watch and newsletter
delivery, we need additional help from the community to continue to bring
programs and projects that we all love and that makes UC a thriving
neighborhood. Give your time and you'll get the gift of feelings of gratitude
and satisfaction. Help is needed for the following:

Banner Program — help monitor neighborhood banners

Liaison to Standley Park Council and/or Liaison to the CRG —

attend meetings and report back to UCCA

Grants Coordinator — write grant applications and organize reports

UCPG Liaison — attend UCPG meetings and report back to UCCA
If interested, please contact president@universitycitynews.org.
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UC People — Chris Nielsen

Steady Hand on the Tiller:
UCPG Chris Nielsen

by Vince Reardon

Chris Nielsen learned early that civic
engagement can start small and grow
into something lasting. His father—an
aerospace executive in 1960s Los
Angeles—got involved in community
planning to fight airport noise in
Westchester, with no experience and
no expectation it would go anywhere.
It turned into a lifelong commitment to
public service—an example Chris
never forgot.

Chris has served as chair of the University City Planning Group
(UCPG) for eight years, the last of a nine-year run that began when he
was recruited to fill a vacant seat and ended up taking the gavel the
same day he joined the board. He came to the role, as his father did
from an unlikely direction: decades as a partner in a Poway company
that build X-ray detector instrumentation for protein crystallography.
Land use policy was not part of the curriculum. Listening, it turns out,
was.

“For chair,” he says, “it's mostly making sure that everybody's heard.
The issues discussed can be contentious — all the voices in the
community need to feel like they've at least been heard and that they
have a stake in the outcome.”

That philosophy was tested across five and half years of work on the
University Community Plan Update, the board's signature
achievement and, by any measure, an endurance event. A
subcommittee of 19 community members—remarkably stable in
composition throughout—cycled through four city planners and three
council members before arriving at a 70-page critique of the city's
proposal: nuanced, specific, and deliberately neither a thumbs-up nor
a thumbs-down.

“You don't have to like the community feedback,” Chris says, “but you
do need to try to represent it."

The plan itself addresses the community’s central challenge going
forward: University City is essentially built out. Future growth means
converting existing shopping centers — the Nobel Drive corridor, the
Sprouts center, the VONS site in southeast UC — into mixed-use
developments with ground-floor retail and housing above. The vision
is sensible; the execution is complicated.

“Residents near these sites worry about shadows falling across
backyards that once had sunlight, and about privacy disappearing
behind towers that replace two-story parking structures,” Chris said.
These are not abstract concerns, and Chris doesn't treat them as such.

He came to UCSD in 1970, stayed, and has lived in the area —
Genesee Highlands first, then La Jolla Colony with his wife Paula — for
most of his adult life. Retirement in 2015 freed him to take on a role
that his predecessor held while working full time. “It's very tough to do
both,” he says, with evident sympathy.

When not planning a meeting, Chris and Paula are likely at a theater —
the Globe, the La Jolla Playhouse, Diversionary, Moxie, Cygnet — or at
the Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego, where they are longtime
members.

When Chris's tenure ends next year, he'll leave behind a completed
community plan, a board that has learned to hold its ground patiently,
and—if his father's example means anything—a standard that will be
hard to match.
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UCCA Senior Watch Activities

_in II

Learning About Estate Planning
Estate Planning attorney Anne Wenger provided great insight to those
attending the March Senior Watch educational event, held at Cal Coast
Credit Union. She explained that estate planning helps your heirs avoid
the long and costly probate process, and to make sure your assets go
where you want them to go. Plus, the processes set in place will help
if you become incapacitated before death.

Many times assets are put into a trust. A Power of Attorney is useful to
help distribute assets outside of a trust that need to be managed. And
of course a will can act as the backup plan which can also designate
assets be put into a trust. Trustees (of a Trust), Agents (Power of
Attorney), and Executors (Wills) can all be the same person, different,
or can be more than one person, but make sure to choose the right
people. You can also hire corporate trustees or a private fiduciary.
Advance Health Care Directives are also important to complete.

Depending on your personal situation, such as naming guardians for
minor children, estate planning can be complicated. Anne Wenger,
Esqg. office is located in University City and can be contacted at
anne@mclaughlinlegal.com, website at: McLaughlinLegal.com.

Self Defense for Seniors
UCCA'’s Senior Watch presents Self Defense for Seniors on Saturday,
Saturday, April 11, at the Standley Recreation Center, 3585 Governor
Drive, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. Our instructor is Gale Bryan who has been
leading self-defense classes since 2018. This presentation consists of
a prevention lecture and a techniques demonstration.

» The first half covers general awareness and prevention
strategies for seniors, the pros and cons of pepper spray, how
to use household items as improvised weapons and how to
defend yourself with a cane called "Cane Fu."

» The second half includes a demonstration of simple self-
defense techniques which cover how to escape from: wrist
grabs, chokes, holds, bear hugs, head locks, hair pulls and how
to fight from the ground.

If you are interested in attending Self Defense for Seniors, please
contact Jemma Samala at: jemmasamala@gmail.com

Sunday, April 26: Tai Chi
Volunteer Maria Tong will lead a Tai Chi session on Sunday, April
26, 11:00am by the energetic pine trees at Standley Park. Thanks to
Maria's husband Larry, who led the March session. We learned that
pine trees give off good energy, and you can also find some at
University Village Park at Gulistrand & Florey. Open to all. Meet by
the pavilion behind the pool. RSVP to: jemmasamala@gmail.com.
They are affiliated with goldenrishi.com which offers classes.



APRIL 2026 universitycitynews.org

Community Bike Bus Brings Families Together for School Commute
by Martha Wudka

Elementary School.

The inaugural UC Bike Bus took place March 5, when children and parents gathered on the west end of Governor Drive and rode together to school
in a group led by adult volunteers. The concept is simple: like a traditional bus route, riders join along the way while leaders set the pace and ensure
everyone arrives safely.

Organizers say the event aims to make biking to school safer and more fun while building neighborhood connections. Riding in a large group makes
cyclists more visible to drivers and helps children who might not feel comfortable biking alone. The initiative also seeks to reduce morning car traffic
around the school and encourage healthier, more sustainable commuting habits.

Community partners participated in the launch event as well. Representatives from the Circulate San Diego were invited and shared bike safety
tips and helmets at the starting point, while the San Diego Association of Governments school commuter program provided local bike maps at the
end of the ride.

Organizers also added a celebratory touch to the ride: snacks such as fruit, muffins and donuts awaited participants once they arrived at school.
School administrators helped ensure everyone could park in the school’s bike parking.

Organizers plan on meeting every Thursday at 8:20am at the west end of Governor to bike together. Feel free to join! More info and updates are at
ucbikebus.com.

Pre-Fire Planning for a Fire Safe Neighborhood
by Diane Ahern, Fire Safe Council

The University City Fire Safe Council hosted the Fire Department and neighbors at University Village Park in March with information about Zone
Zero, the new Fire Hazard and Evacuation Planning Maps, Home Hardening, and much more. Both kids and adults painted rocks to start their Zone
0 rock gardens and visited with firefighters from Station 50.
The SD Fire-Rescue Department reminds homeowners that overgrown vegetation between and around homes increases the risk of spreading fire
throughout the community and endangering lives and property. Pre-fire planning through home hardening and vegetation management allows
firefighters the ability to fight fires more safely. The work you complete today may save your home and protect a firefighter tomorrow.
The Fire Safe Council and the Fire Department encourage everyone to become familiar with the Ready Set Go guide. It provides essential information
about Zone Zero, defensible space, and home hardening methods and materials. This guide also includes a checklist of emergency supplies needed
as part of your personal evacuation plan.

* For more information about Ready Set Go from SDFD, visit: sandiego.govi/fire/community-risk-reduction/wildfire-preparedness

«  For more information and to get involved with the Fire Safe Council, visit: universitycitynews.org/fire-safe-council-university-city/

The Fire Safe Council is seeking volunteers; especially those who live on the edge of Rose Canyon. Please email Diane Ahern to volunteer at:

UCFireSafeCouncil@gmail.com
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