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Fire Safe Your Place - Topics

• Fire History
• Defensible Space 
• Zone Zero Implementation
• Brush Density Audit Rose 

Canyon Rim
• Fire Hazard Severity Zones
• Fuel Reduction
• Home Hardening
• Emergency Supplies

• Escape and Evacuation Routes
• Genasys Protect
• Insurance Coverage
• New Legislation
• Brush Management in Canyons
• Fire Safe Resources
• Fire Safe Vendor List



University City Fire Safe Council  - The role of a Fire Safe Council is to provide education and outreach to 
prevent and prepare for fire so that all are well-protected from the threats of structure and wildfire. Our focus 
areas are fire safety education, emergency preparedness, and risk reduction. 

Our fire agency is the City of San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.

- We are University City volunteers who came together in September 2019 as part of a network of volunteer 
community Fire Safe Councils in San Diego County and throughout the state of California. 
- We are supported by the Fire Safe Council of San Diego County and the San Diego Regional Fire Foundation. 

• UC Fire Safe Council – https://www.universitycitynews.org/fire-safe-council-university-city/

• Fire Safe Council of San Diego County - https://firesafesdcounty.org/

• San Diego Regional Fire Foundation – https://sdfirefoundation.org/

• San Diego Fire Rescue Department – https://www.sandiego.gov/fire

• Contact Us – UCFireSafeCouncil@gmail.com

• Fire Safe Business Directory - https://cafiresafecouncil.org/fire-safe-business-directory/



2020 – Valley Fire - 16,000 acres
2016 – Border Fire – 7,600 acres
2007 – Harris Fire – 90,000 acres
2007 – Witch Fire – 197,000 acres
2003 – Cedar Fire – 280,000 acres

University City area and San Diego Burn History 
1935 to present



Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones

University City San Diego County



Zone Zero and the Brush Management Zones
California Assembly Bill 3074 (AB 3074)
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-property-owners

• Zone 0 is the area within 
5 feet of a home or 
building, including 
outbuildings, attached 
decks, and stairs. 

• Keeping this area clear 
of vegetation and other 
flammable materials 
helps prevent wildfire 
from reaching the 
structure, especially 
from wind-driven 
embers.

• Zone 0 is required for all 
new structures built within 
Very High Fire Severity 
Zones after February 28, 
2026.

• Existing home and 
property owners should 
aim to meet Zone 0 
guidelines outlined 
in California Assembly Bill 
3074 (AB 3074) by 
February 2027. 

Cal Fire : Zone 0 applies to all structures on 
your property that you do not want to burn.



Zone 0 implementation – City of San Diego - Phased Approach
– source SDFD presentation to SDC FSC March 2026

Check the SD Fire Department for updates: www.sandiego.gov/fire

• Year 0- Zone Zero begins now
• Education not enforcement

• Year 1 - Maintenance begins Feb 28, 2027
• Removal  dead vegetation/debris
• Removal of under deck storage
• Removal of firewood piles, trash bins, 

and other combustibles

• Year 2- Vegetation Removal or  
Replacement begins Feb 28, 2028
• Removal of non-compliant vegetation
• Replace with fire-smart plants

• Year 3 - Compliance begins Feb 28, 2029
• Full compliance with Zone 0
• Compliant fences and gates

• Zone 0 now required for all new structures built within Very High Fire 
Severity Zones after February 28, 2026. 

• Existing home and property owners should aim to meet Zone 0 guidelines 
outlined in California Assembly Bill 3074 (AB 3074) by February 2027.



City Open Space Parks – Rose and San Clemente Canyons
Habitat Conservation Areas - https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks





Brush Trimming Guideline
City-Owned Open Space Parks Brush Management Program
www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks/osp/brush



Brush Density Assessment of Rim of Rose Canyon – March 2026



City of San Diego Open Space Parks Brush Management Program www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks/osp/brush

DYI  Brush  Management in City–Owned Open Space (Along Canyon Rims)



Reporting Vegetation Overgrowth with "GET IT DONE" 
Get It Done: https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done





Wildland Fire Action Guide - Ready Set Go!
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/wildfire-preparedness

The SDFD Personal Wildland Fire Action 
Guide provides tips and tools you need to: 

• Get Ready – prepare yourself and your 
place for wildland fire threats

• Get Set - maintain situational awareness 
at all times

• Go - act early as directed by local 
officials.



Ready begins when property owners take action. Defensible space and fire-resistant 
landscaping can protect your home. Source: Ready Set Go! pages 3 and 4

Zone 0 : 0 to 5 feet from structure walls
• Create a fire break by removing flammables 
• Clear flammable materials away from home
• Clean roofs and gutters
• Remove flammables from under decks 
Zone 1 :  5 to 30 feet or to property line
• Thin and prune to create vegetation islands
• Store firewood and garbage cans away
• Prune lower limbs and create separation
• Protect trailers, recreational vehicles, and sheds 

as if they were a part of your home
Zone 2 : 30 to 100 feet or to property line
• Maintain 10 feet separation at tree tops
• Create space between trees and shrubs
• Create separation with neighboring properties



Harden Your Home and Create Your Own Action Plan:  
source Ready Set Go!

Create your Go Kit: source Red Cross at 
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-
emergencies/survival-kit-supplies.html

Make Your Home Fire Resistant
• Noncombustible materials for decks
• Vent openings screened with metal mesh
• Eaves enclosed with noncombustible materials 
• Non-combustible fence / gate at house wall
• Dual-pane windows with tempered glass
• Weather proofing around garage doors

Assemble Emergency Go Kit
• Water, first aid kit, flashlight, identification & 

medication, glasses
• Household documents, paper maps, personal 

electronic devices, chargers, keys, shoes, cash
Create Action Plan
• Plan and practice several escape routes
• Designate meeting place
• Sign up for emergency apps



Ready Set Go – Wildfire Preparedness 
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/wildfire-preparedness

Prepare and Be Aware
• Monitor fire weather conditions
• Update your Go Kit
• Move combustibles away from structure
• Turn off propane tanks and sprinklers
• Leave lights on; back car into driveway
• Evacuation Warning – Leave Early
• Evacuation Order – Get Out Now

Survival Tips
• Follow instructions on page 9 of Ready Set 

Go guide
• Stay hydrated and take steps to keep smoke 

and embers out of shelter



Ready Set Go! Your Personal Action Plan
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/wildfire-preparedness

Readiness is Constant
• Maintain situational awareness
• Hot, dry, windy weather is the perfect 

environment for a wild fire
• Use the Ready Set Go Wildland Fire Action 

Plan and Checklists to create an escape plan
• Review and rehearse with your household
• During fire weather, monitor local media

Wildfire Preparedness Resources
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-
reduction/wildfire-preparedness



Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones - Local Responsibility Area (LRA) City of San Diego
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/fire-hazard-severity-zones



Evacuation Planning Starts at Home

Fire Agencies Use Genasys Protect for Evacuation Notifications
Genasys Protect - https://protect.genasys.com/search

• Activate the Genasys Protect App and 
enable the location feature

• Pre-determine and pre-plan your home 
escape and neighborhood evacuation 
routes

• Know your Evacuation Zone
• Determine at least two ways out of 

your place / home
• Determine at least two ways out of 

your neighborhood 
• Evacuation Warning – prepare to act early
• Evacuation Order – go now!
• Go to a safe area
• Follow directions of fire responders



Fire Safe Business Directory
https://cafiresafecouncil.org/fire-safe-business-directory/

Fire Safe Business Directory Vetting Process

• Reviewed - Businesses in the “Reviewed” 
section are checked for current:
• Liability and Workers Compensation 

Insurance
• Licensed and/or Bonded
• Three positive references

• Other - Businesses in the “Other” section 
of the Directory are not reviewed for these 
items or any other items for inclusion.



2026 - New Laws - California Wildfire Task Force - Wildfire & Forest Resilience
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/new-laws-strengthen-home-hardening-insurance-access-and-wildfire-risk-transparency/

New Laws Strengthen Home Hardening, Insurance Access, and Wildfire Risk Transparency

• California Safe Homes Act (AB 888)
• to Strengthen Home Hardening

• Insurance and Wildfire Safety Act (AB 1)
• for Insurance Access

• California Wildfire Public Model Act (SB 429)
• for Wildfire Risk Transparency



Home Insurance Resources from CA Dept of Insurance CA FAIR Plan : 
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/200-wrr/California-FAIR-Plan.cfm

• Shop the market. State of California tips for finding insurance: https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-
consumers/105-type/5-residential/Top10Tips_FindingResidentialIns.cfm

• Still having difficulty obtaining residential or commercial insurance? 
• Apply for coverage under the CA FAIR Plan through an agent or broker licensed to sell 

property insurance. 
• Contact the FAIR Plan directly through website at : https://www.cfpnet.com/
• CA Dept of Insurance recommends you contact a licensed insurance broker that is registered 

to sell FAIR Plan coverage. Find a Broker: 
https://interactive.web.insurance.ca.gov/apex_extprd/f?p=400:50

• CA Fair Plan: https://www.cfpnet.com/



San Diego Fire-Rescue resources
• Fire-Rescue : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire

• Guide to Defensible Space for Property Owners : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-
reduction/defensible-space-property-owners

• Home Risk Assessment : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-
property-owners#resources

• Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/fire-
hazard-severity-zones

• Brush Management Guide Definitions : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-
reduction/wildland-management-enforcement/definitions

• Wildfire Preparedness : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/wildfire-
preparedness

• Stay Informed : https://www.sandiego.gov/oes/informed

• University City Fire Safe Council : https://www.universitycitynews.org/fire-safe-council-university-city/



Demo – High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/fire-hazard-severity-zones



Demo - Zone Zero and Brush Management Zones
California Assembly Bill 3074 (AB 3074)
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-property-owners



Demo: Evacuation Planning
with Genasys Protect

https://protect.genasys.com/search



Demo - Fire Safe Business Directory
https://cafiresafecouncil.org/about-fire-safe-business-directory/




