
Fire-resistant 
does not 

mean 
fireproof! 

Even fire-
resistant 
plant will 

burn if not 
well 

maintained. 

Keep all 
landscape 

plants 
healthy with 
appropriate 

water, proper 
pruning and 

care.



University City Fire Safe Council  - The role of a Fire Safe Council is to provide education and outreach to 
prevent and prepare for fire so that all are well-protected from the threats of structure and wildfire. Our focus 
areas are fire safety education, emergency preparedness, and risk reduction. 

Our fire agency is the City of San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.

- We are University City volunteers who came together in September 2019 as part of a network of volunteer 
community Fire Safe Councils in San Diego County and throughout the state of California. 
- We are supported by the Fire Safe Council of San Diego County and the San Diego Regional Fire Foundation. 

• UC Fire Safe Council – https://www.universitycitynews.org/fire-safe-council-university-city/

• Fire Safe Council of San Diego County - https://firesafesdcounty.org/

• San Diego Regional Fire Foundation – https://sdfirefoundation.org/

• San Diego Fire Rescue Department – https://www.sandiego.gov/fire

• Contact Us – UCFireSafeCouncil@gmail.com

• Fire Safe Business Directory - https://cafiresafecouncil.org/fire-safe-business-directory/



Fire Safe Your Landscape May 11, 6 pm - Topics
• Fire History
• Fire Hazard Severity Zones
• Zone Zero Implementation and 

Enforcement
• Defensible Space and Fire Safe 

Landscapes
• Brush Density Audit Rose Canyon Rim
• Fuel Reduction
• Home Hardening
• Emergency Supplies

• SB 79 Transit Oriented 
Development

• New Legislation
• Escape and Evacuation Routes
• Genasys Protect
• Insurance Coverage
• Brush Management in Canyons
• Fire Safe Resources
• Fire Safe Vendor List



Fire Hazard Zone: factors include Vegetation Density, 
Terrain (Steep Slopes / Slope Severity), Climate, Burn History

2020 – Valley Fire - 16,000 acres
2016 – Border Fire – 7,600 acres
2007 – Harris Fire – 90,000 acres
2007 – Witch Fire – 197,000 acres
2003 – Cedar Fire – 280,000 acres



Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones

University City San Diego County



SD Fire-Rescue - Zone 0 Guidelines for Existing Structures
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-property-owners



SD Fire-Rescue - Zone 0 Guidelines for Existing Structures
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-property-owners



Zone 0 Guidelines for Existing Structures - Zone 0 Phased Compliance Plan
San Diego Fire-Rescue understands there will be a cost impact on property owners to comply with the 

State-mandated Zone 0 program. Therefore, a plan to achieve compliance will be phased over a (3) year 
period until February 28, 2029.

• 1. Year 0 (beginning Feb 28, 2026) – Education
• a. Proactive door-to-door public education
• b. Community outreach
• 2. Year 1 (beginning Feb 28, 2027) - Maintenance
• a. Removal of dead vegetation and accumulation of 

debris
• b. Relocation of firewood piles, trash bins, and other 

stored combustible materials
• c. Relocation of under-deck storage
• d. Removal of any items or vegetation that creates a 

significant fire hazard as determined by the fire code 
official

• 3. Year 2 (beginning Feb 28, 2028) – Vegetation Removal
• a. Continued focus on the removal of vegetation that 

does not fully comply with these guideline
• b. Replacement of existing vegetation with Fire-Smart 

vegetation

• 4. Year 3 (beginning Feb 28, 2029) – Full Compliance
• a. Homeowners should attempt to achieve full compliance 

with Zone 0 regulations by February 28, 2029. This 
includes replacing fences and gates that do not comply 
with the provisions of this guidance document.

• b. For detached non-habitable structures like pergolas, 
gazebos, outbuildings, and unique situations such as 
historic trees and structures, a longer-term Compliance 
Plan beyond 2029 will be offered to achieve full 
compliance. If compliance cannot be achieved, 
homeowners may be given the option to sign an affidavit 
acknowledging that the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 
has identified a condition posed by materials likely to be 
ignited by embers.



SD Fire-Rescue - Zone 0 Guidelines for Existing Structures
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-property-owners



SD Fire-Rescue - Zone 0 Guidelines for Existing Structures
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-property-owners



CAL Fire Vertical Spacing: 
• Maintain space between the lowest 

tree branches and the ground or 
shrubs.

• Remove all tree branches at least six 
feet from the ground.

• Allow extra vertical space between 
shrubs and trees. Lack of vertical space 
can allow a fire to move from the 
ground to the brush to the treetops 
like a ladder. This leads to more intense 
fire closer to your home.

• Keep at least three times the height of 
any shrubs between the shrubs and 
the lowest branches of trees.



CAL Fire Horizontal Spacing: 
• Horizontal space depends on the slope of the land 

and the height of the shrubs or trees. Leave more 
space between vegetation on steeper slopes. 

Space between shrubs:
• Flat or mild slope (less than 20%): Two times the 

height of the shrub.
• Mild to moderate slope (20-40%): Four times the 

height of the shrub
• Moderate to steep slope (greater than 40%): Six 

times the height of the shrub
Space between trees:
• Flat or mild slope (less than 20%): 10 feet.
• Mild to moderate slope (20-40%): 20 feet.
• Moderate to steep slope (greater than 40%): 30 feet. 



CAL Fire: Useful resources for fire-smart landscaping
readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/fire-smart-landscaping

• California Invasive Plant Council Landscaping Guidelines : https://www.cal-
ipc.org/solutions/prevention/landscaping/dpp/

• Safe Landscapes in the Wildland-Urban Interface : https://ucanr.edu/site/safer-
sustainable-and-fire-resistant-landscapes

• Tree Care Information from International Society of Arboriculture : 
https://www.treesaregood.org/

• Landscaping for Wildfire Preparation and Recovery : 
https://ucanr.edu/program/uc-anr-fire-network/prepare-your-landscaping

• Select Tree: A Tree Selection Guide : https://selectree.calpoly.edu/

• Invasive Weeds Awareness – California Native Plant Society : 
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/digging-deeper/invasive-weeds



Fire Safe Your Landscape
Saturday, May 16, 10 to 12 noon
Standley Park between the Rec Center & Swanson

Pick up copy of: 
• Ready Set Go – Vegetation Zones, Home 

Hardening, Evacuation Planning
• Fire Smart Vegetation CA FSC
• CAL Fire Resources for Fire Safe Landscaping

Learn more about: 
• Home Hardening 
• High Fire Hazard Zones
• Evacuation Planning
• Zones 0 , 1, 2 and Fire Smart Landscaping

Fire Fighter visit from Station 50 



City Open Space Parks – Rose and San Clemente Canyons
Habitat Conservation Areas - https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks





Brush Trimming Guideline
City-Owned Open Space Parks Brush Management Program
www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks/osp/brush



Brush Density Assessment of Rim of Rose Canyon – March 2026



City of San Diego Open Space Parks Brush Management Program www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/parks/osp/brush
Brush Management Information: https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/brush_management_information.pdf

DYI  Brush  Management in City–Owned Open Space (Along Canyon Rims)



Reporting Vegetation Overgrowth with "GET IT DONE" 
Get It Done: https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done



Performance Audit of Brush Management on Private Property 
www.sandiego.gov/auditor

• Finding 1 - Fire-Rescue should substantially 
strengthen inspection efficiency and 
accountability to better mitigate the risk of 
wildfire damage and destruction. 

• Finding 2 - Improving inspection follow-
through and enforcement is critical to 
enhance program effectiveness and further 
mitigate risk to neighborhoods and 
properties. 

• Brush Management Regulations: 
www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/fire/
pdf/brushpdf.pdf

• Guide to Defensible Space: 
www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-
reduction/defensible-space-property-owners



Ready Set Go! Pre-Plan for Fire
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-
outreach/safety-tips/ready-set-go



www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-
wildfire/wildfire-preparedness-week https://plan.readyforwildfire.org/en/survey



2026 - New Laws - California Wildfire Task Force - Wildfire & Forest Resilience
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/new-laws-strengthen-home-hardening-insurance-access-and-wildfire-risk-transparency/

New Laws Strengthen Home Hardening, Insurance Access, and Wildfire Risk Transparency
CAL Fire YouTube Zone Zero / Home Hardening: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYvwogREEk4

• California Safe Homes Act (AB 888)
• to Strengthen Home Hardening

• Insurance and Wildfire Safety Act (AB 1)
• for Insurance Access

• California Wildfire Public Model Act (SB 429)
• for Wildfire Risk Transparency



SB 79 – Transit Oriented Development near Trolley Stops 
www.sandiego.gov/planning/work/senate-bill-79



Home Insurance Resources from CA Dept of Insurance CA FAIR Plan : 
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/200-wrr/California-FAIR-Plan.cfm

• Shop the market. State of California tips for finding insurance: https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-
consumers/105-type/5-residential/Top10Tips_FindingResidentialIns.cfm

• Still having difficulty obtaining residential or commercial insurance? 
• Apply for coverage under the CA FAIR Plan through an agent or broker licensed to sell 

property insurance. 
• Contact the FAIR Plan directly through website at : https://www.cfpnet.com/
• CA Dept of Insurance recommends you contact a licensed insurance broker that is registered 

to sell FAIR Plan coverage. Find a Broker: 
https://interactive.web.insurance.ca.gov/apex_extprd/f?p=400:50

• CA Fair Plan: https://www.cfpnet.com/



Zone Zero and Brush Management Zones
California Assembly Bill 3074 (AB 3074)
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-property-owners



High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/fire-hazard-severity-zones



Fire Safe Business Directory
https://cafiresafecouncil.org/about-fire-safe-business-directory/



Evacuation Planning with Genasys Protect

https://protect.genasys.com/search



San Diego Fire-Rescue resources
• Fire-Rescue : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire

• Guide to Defensible Space for Property Owners : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-
reduction/defensible-space-property-owners

• Home Risk Assessment : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/defensible-space-
property-owners#resources

• Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/fire-
hazard-severity-zones

• Brush Management Guide Definitions : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-
reduction/wildland-management-enforcement/definitions

• Wildfire Preparedness : https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/community-risk-reduction/wildfire-
preparedness

• Stay Informed : https://www.sandiego.gov/oes/informed

• University City Fire Safe Council : https://www.universitycitynews.org/fire-safe-council-university-city/
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