
 

 

UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP 

Meeting Minutes 

Hybrid Meeting 

April 14, 2026 

6:00 PM 

Meeting held at the Terranova Conference Room, third floor of Alexandria’s GradLabs building. 

 

Directors present, directors absent: 
Chris Nielsen (CN) (Chair), Neil de Ramos (NR), Joann Selleck (JS), Daren Esposito (DE), Jon Arenz 

(JA), Anu Delouri (AD), Kristin Camper (KC), Carol Uribe (CU), Georgia Kayser (GK), Karen Martien 

(KM), Andrew Wiese (AW), Fay Arvin (FA), Anna Bryan (AB), Apolo Madrigal (AM), Emma 

Chavez (EC), Josh Kenchel (JK), Sasha Treadup (ST), Sasan Asadyari (SA), Dan Wagner (DW), Jay 

Gima (JG), Suchi Lukes (SL-City of SD Planning). 16 voting members present, 18 voting members 

possible, 10 required for a quorum. 

 

1. Call the Meeting to Order:  Chris Nielsen, Chair. Chair CN at 6:00 pm. 

 

2. Agenda:  Call for additions / deletions:  Adoption. 

CN: Call for adoption: DE moved adoption with JK seconding.  Approved unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes. 

 

CN: Call for approval of the March 10 minutes.  Approved unanimously. 

 

4. Announcements: Chair’s Report, CPC Report 

 

CN:  Described tonight’s agenda. 

 

Marcy Park should have its fences come down this month after the city signs off on 

the contractor’s work. It will then be open to the public. 

 

5. Public Comment: Comments on items not on the agenda but within the scope of 

the UCPG. Two-minute limit.  
 

Bob Klecewski thanked UCPG for their support regarding the Tory Pines Glider Port  

letter, which was sent to city officials.  

 

Becky Rapp raised concerns about the proposed Socially Equitable Cannabis Program 

(SEED), highlighting public health, safety, and financial implications, and urged the 



 

 

planning group to advocate for a comprehensive audit of current revenue collection 

from marijuana businesses. 

 

Kathleen provided background on the Cannabis Equity Act, explaining that while it 

authorizes state funding for local equity programs, it is not a state-mandated 

requirement and creates discriminatory practices. 

 

Ernie Casco addressed concerns about illegal commercialization at Torrey Pines 

Glider Port, requesting the University Community Planning Group to support three 

specific actions: reinstating the Torrey Pines Advisory Board, implementing a 

recreational waiver, and obtaining police reports for victims and witnesses. 

 

6. Appointment of Dan Wagner to Fill Vacant UCPG Seat B3A 

 

Dan Wagner was appointed to the seat he ran for after failing to cast a vote for himself 

or getting the vote of another Business District 3 member.  Dan was not properly 

informed that one vote was necessary for election. 

 

7. UCPG Election. The UCPG election took place on Tuesday, March 10.  Results and 

UCPG officer elections. 

 

CN:  The UCPG held its annual election for the business and residential “A” voting 

member seats on March 10, 2026, from 5PM to 8PM at the meeting location on the 

adjacent patio. 

 

Voting results were announced after 8PM:  

 

Seat Current Board Member Length of Service Number of Votes 

 

R2-A Karen Martien   4 years.  8 

R2-A Chris Nielsen    8 years.  2 

R3-A Josh Kenchel    1 year.   1 

R4-A Jay Gima    3 months.  1 

B1-A Carol Uribe    5 years.  1 

B2-A Fay Arvin   2 years.  2 

B3-A Dan Wagner   4 months.  0 

 

Dan Wagner was appointed to seat B3A for a regular term. (See item #6.) 

 

8. Action Item: Request for installation of a three-way stop sign at the intersection 

of Pennant Way and Stresemann Street.  John Lee Evans, presenting. 



 

 

John Lee Evans presented a proposal to install a three-way stop sign at the intersection 

of Pennant Way and Stresemann Street. John presented a detailed analysis of safety 

concerns at the current T-intersection, including restricted visibility, high traffic 

speeds, and dangers for pedestrians and drivers. Josh Kenchel stated that we should 

add provisions for a crosswalk or other pedestrian improvements.  Andy Wiess made 

a motion that the UCPG request a traffic study to install a stop sign at Pennant and 

Stresemann with any other traffic improvements at the intersection the city deems 

proper to enhance pedestrian and bike safety. The motion to approve the request was 

seconded by Emma Chavez and passed unanimously, with all members present voting 

in favor. Vote: 14-0-0. 

 

9. Action Item: PRJ-1144867, water line vacation located at 4425 Executive Drive, 

Process 2. Clif Williams, Latham & Watkins, on behalf of Irvine Co., presenting. 

 

Clif Williams presented a water line vacation project on the east side of the plaza site, 

explaining that Irvine Company plans to take a public water line private to avoid future 

site disruptions. 

Joann Selleck asked about the impact on fire department access.  Clif clarified it would 

not affect existing water lines in nearby streets. Jon provided context that this was a 

common city policy to remove public water main easements from properties. The 

group also discussed stormwater concerns raised by Debby regarding flow to Rose 

Canyon and Gilman. A motion to recommend approval of the water line vacation as 

presented was made by Jon Arenz, seconded by Anna Bryan, which was unanimously 

approved by all present voting members except for Neil de Ramos who recused 

himself due to his role with Irvine Company.  Vote: 13-0-0-1. 

 

10. Information Item: Irvine Co.’s redevelopment of the Plaza between La Jolla 

Village Drive and Executive Drive along the east side of Genesee Avenue. 

Additional information is located here: www.lajollautcconnection.com Neil 

DeRamos, Irvine Co., presenting. 

 

Cliff Williams from Latham & Watkins and representing Irvine Co, presented an 

informational update on the Irvine’s Plaza project to the UCPG. The project involves 

demolishing two existing mid-rise office buildings and replacing them with two 7-

story apartment buildings containing 552 total dwelling units, along with enhanced 

outdoor areas including a new amphitheater and pedestrian connections to UTC Mall. 

The Irvine Company team, including Jennifer Lee, Mario Chavez-Marcus, and Rick 

Hoyos, is preparing to pull demolition and grading permits, with construction 

activities expected to begin soon. 



 

 

 

The proposed residential development project, located in UTC, constructing 552 units 

across a 7-story building with a podium structure and underground parking. The 

discussion covered community planning requirements, including public space 

dedication and SDRs (Special Development Regulations) such as an amphitheater and 

Wi-Fi hotspots. The project will provide approximately 1.5 parking spaces per unit 

and includes the repurpose of the Red O restaurant as an amenity for residents, while 

maintaining existing office towers on the 17-acre site. 

 

Clif discussed pedestrian flow changes with Josh, explaining that pedestrians will need 

to go around the property rather than using the elevated platform, and residents will 

not have direct access to the trolley station. They also reviewed street modifications, 

confirming that a Class 2 bike lane would be added to La Jolla Village Drive without 

removing car lanes, though some street parking would be lost. Joanne inquired about 

traffic lights at the Genesee entrance, and Clif confirmed that a light already exists at 

that location. The discussion ended with Debby Knight asking about stormwater 

management, though the details were not fully covered in the presentation. 

 

Debby raised concerns about bird-safe glass and requested its inclusion in the project, 

particularly for lower floors where bird collisions are more likely. Clif agreed to look 

into this recommendation, noting it wasn't previously discussed at Irvine. The team 

also discussed affordable housing requirements, with Clif confirming that units would 

be provided offsite within the community plan area and would reflect the same mix as 

the main project. Regarding bike lanes on Genesee, Clif and Josh clarified that while 

some protected bike lanes with posts already exist, they would verify if these met the 

requirements for fully protected bike lanes as specified in the updated community 

plan. 

 

The meeting continued discussing building features, parking arrangements, and 

environmental considerations. The team confirmed that residential parking would be 

limited to residents only, with units ranging from 800-900 square feet and including 

balconies in the south building. The discussion highlighted concerns about invasive 

Mexican fan palms in the landscape plan, with participants suggesting alternatives that 

wouldn't impact local canyon ecosystems.  

 

 

11. Information Item: Update to City trash service. The Environmental Services 

Department is wrapping up delivery of the new gray trash bins and will soon 

begin distributing the new light blue recycling bins. ESD will give an update on 

its trash program. 



 

 

 

Jeremy Bauer of the Environmental Services Department gave a presentation 

regarding San Diego's new trash and recycling fee system, including information 

about financial assistance programs for eligible households. 

 

Jeremy provided an update on the city's trash collection service changes, including the 

discontinuation of old black and dark blue bins and the introduction of new blue bins 

in various sizes. He explained the process for bin delivery, overflow management, and 

the customer portal for tracking and managing containers. Jeremy also addressed 

concerns about the fee increase from Measure B, clarifying that the current fee reflects 

today's actual costs and that financial assistance is available for qualifying households. 

William Beck raised questions about the size of new bins and the fee increase, 

expressing dissatisfaction with the final cost compared to what was promised during 

the vote. 

 

 

12. Presentations: 

 

• Zach Burton said there would be upcoming budget town halls to discuss the FY 27 

budget that begins on July 1. 

 

13. Information Item: Pure Water Project.  The Pure Water construction team will 

present its monthly update on the project.  Ivette Gonzalez-Mendez, Marisa 

Cesare, presenting. 

 

Ivette and Marisa gave updates for the Morena Northern Pipelines and Tunnels 

project, including recent milestones and ongoing work sites. Ivette presented key 

updates, highlighting the successful tie-in of pipelines between the Morena 

Conveyance South and Middle projects, ongoing curb ramp installations, water main 

work at Genesee Avenue and Nobel Drive, and median landscaping activities. 

Upcoming work includes base repairs at several intersections, with nighttime 

operations planned to minimize traffic impact. The team discussed notification 

methods for residents and addressed questions about landscape species and street light 

adjustments.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

14. Adjournment:  Next Meeting will be on May 12, 2026, located at Alexandria’s 

GradLabs, 9880 Campus Point Drive, 6PM, third floor Terranova conference 

room.  This will be a hybrid meeting using Zoom.   

 

 


