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Neighborhood Comes Out to Celebrate
Marcy Park Re-Opening

by Merle Langston

After 17 years of perseverance, Ruth DeSantis, President of University City Community
Foundation, spearheaded a celebration of the renovation of Marcy Park. The beloved
neighborhood park re-opened recently with two new state-of-the-art playgrounds, more
flowering trees and ADA accessible grounds.

On the evening of June 20, 2026, UCCF hosted a celebration and ribbon cutting for the lovely
remodeled park. Approximately 200 people showed up to play bingo, walk their dogs, play
in the new playgrounds, enjoy Belinda's Food Truck and watch “The Greatest Showman” on
the big screen with their fellow neighbors.

Ruth gave a speech acknowledging the importance of teamwork in pushing projects such as
the park over the finish line, and urged community members to get involved in
volunteering. Mayor Gloria's representative Michaela Valk, Councilmember Kent Lee, and
Director of Park & Rec Andy Field were on site to help Ruth and her follow UCCF Board
Members Mike Alston, Merle Langston and Mack Langston cut the symbolic ribbon and
dedicate the park to the community.

In her speech, Ruth paid tribute to community members who contributed time and money
over the years to the Marcy Park project, and acknowledged others who helped keep the
project alive such as past UCCF board members Greg Zinser, Don Holtz, and Ryan Ahern;
as well as past and present UCCA Presidents Barry Bernstein, Diane Ahern and Jemma
Samala; current UC Planning Group Chair Chris Nielsen; and former area Councilmembers
Barbara Bry and Joe La Cava.

Those present were reminded of the importance of open green spaces, when Ruth said, “In
a world where our density is increasing, and the noise in our everyday lives becomes louder
and louder, parks are our refuge. They help us commune with nature and reconnect with
others when we are feeling alone. They improve our health by keeping us away from
electronics which, in turn, helps lower cortisol and blood pressure. Parks have an intrinsic
value to our lives".

Let's all join together to protect these most precious spaces that benefit us individually and
as a community.

*See more photos of the Marcy Park re-opening on page 11. Photos courtesy Greg Hom.
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UC Celebration Schedule

7:45 AM — 1 Mile Fun Run
8:00 AM - 5K Run
8:30 AM — Pancake breakfast
9:00 AM - Opportunity Drawing ticket sales
begin
10:00 AM - Staging for Bike/Pet parade at
Standley MS parking lot
10:30 AM - Parade begins
11:00 AM — National Anthem and official
opening of booths, book + puzzle
barn
11:00 AM - start of the Trolley along
Governor Drive
11:30 AM - First field game (sack race)
12:00 PM - Hawaiian / Polynesian Review
12:00 PM - Free Swim at Standley Aquatic
Center Begins; closes at 4:00 PM
12:00 PM - Kids Fun Zone Opens;
closes at 4:00 PM
1:30 PM - Field game (balloon toss)
2:00 PM - Music by The Resonators
3:00 PM — Announce Opportunity
Drawing Winners
3:00 PM - Last field game (Tug of War)
3:30 PM - Booths close and Last call at
Beer Garden
4:00 PM ~ Last call for the Trolley

Join Us! Standley Park,
3585 Governor Drive, University City

Details at: uccelebration.com




JULY / AUGUST 2026 universitycitynews.org

UNIVERSITY CITY COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

Published by University City Community Association
3298 Governor Drive #22574
San Diego, CA 92122
www.universitycitynews.org
858.412.0786 universitycitynews@gmail.com

Distribution is 6,000 copies, 10 issues per year, volunteer delivered to
University City residents, schools, libraries, parks and businesses.
Editor Jemma Samala, UCCAeditor@gmail.com
Advertising Terri Day, uccaADS@gmail.com

Be the Eyes and Ears of UC: The University City Community
Association Newsletter is comprised of information sent to the editor.
The association does not have reporters, photographers or staff. You
are welcome to write and submit articles and story suggestions that
pertain to community and residents,

Guidelines;
Your article should be approximately 250 words or less, sentin a
Word document and attached to an email (not within the email).
Include who, what, why, where, and how.
Be as brief and concise as possible. Editing may result in-errors.
DO NOT send articles in a pdf format.
UCCA does not guarantee publication.
Submitted materials may be published on the Internet.
The Editor reserves the right to edit articles as needed.
Articles or ads considered to be political will not be accepted.
Attach photos separately in a picture format at high resolution or
straight from camera as a jpeg or png.
10. Send to UCCAeditor@gmail.com or jemmasamala@gmail.com.

Deadline for the SEPTEMBER 2026 issue: AUGUST 13
Please send your submission as early as possible. The deadline for the
September issue is August 13, 2026, but the newsletter can fill up
before the deadline. Articles and news items are reviewed as they are
received. Priority may be given to UCCA members and time sensitive
material. Articles may also be edited for allowed space. UCCA does not
discriminate. The UCCA Newsletter receives information and
advertising from a variety of sources. UCCA cannot and does not
guarantee the accuracy of the information or the complete absence of
errors and/or omissions, nor does UCCA assume responsibility for the
same. UCCA will not knowingly print features or news items that appear
to be entirely generated by artificial intelligence (Al). Publication does
not constitute an endorsement.
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2026 UCCA Board Members

Executive Board

President: Jemma Samala, president@universitycitynews.org
Vice-President: Jim Beshears

Secretary: Greg Hom

Treasurer: Phil Fowler

Appointed Positions

Beautification Chair: Merle Langston

CASA Liaison/Corresponding Secretary/Newsletter Chair/Publicity
& Promotion/Webmaster: Diane Ahern

Historian: Greg Hom

Marketing (Membership & Advertising): Open

Neighborhood Watch: Barbara Gellman

*Newsletter Ads: Terri Day

*Newsletter Editor & Distribution: Jemma Samala

North UC Liaison: Bill Beck

Parliamentarian/SD Network of Town Councils: Mack Langston
Past-President: Diane Ahern

Senior Watch: Jemma Samala

*Special Events: Barry Bernstein

*UCSD Liaison — Jim Beshears

Other Volunteers — Newsletter Contributors

*Mike Frattali: City Issues

*Vince Reardon: UC Profiles

*Non-Voting Position

4" of July
University City Celebration

by Matt Adrian, UC Celebration Chair

If you are reading this before the 4th of July, grab your family, friends,
and neighbors, and head over to Standley Park! The annual UC
Celebration is the defining highlight of our summer, bringing everyone
together for a full day of patriotic festivities. From the morning 5K and
Pancake Breakfast to the Pet & Bike Parade, live music, and field
games, there is truly something for everyone.

A massive thank you goes out to the entire University City community
for continuing to stand behind this beloved neighborhood tradition. An
event of this scale does not happen by accident—it is completely
volunteer-driven. We want to extend our deepest gratitude to our
incredible volunteers, and especially to our dedicated committee chairs.
Your tireless work and countless hours of planning behind the scenes
are what make this entire day a reality.

We also could not bring this celebration to life without the remarkable
generosity of our local sponsors. A very special thank you to Katie
Dunahoo at Coldwell Banker Realty, Jim & Ellen Beshears, Grace City
Church, Canyons Church, and the UCCA. Your support directly funds
the memories our community is making today.

Whether you are reading this just in time to join us at the park, or you
are catching up after the festivities have wrapped, thank you for making
University City such a wonderful place to call home. Have a safe, happy,
and healthy summer!

When: Saturday, July 4, starting with the 8:00am
Fun Run

Where: Standley Park, 3585 Governor Drive

Why: To support UC Parks Council &

Summer Concert Series

THE RUN AND WALK

The UC Celebration starts bright and early with the One Mile Fun Run
starting at 7:45am, followed by the 5K Run/Walk at 8:00am. Volunteers
will be there even earlier as day of registration and bib collection starts at
6:30am. You can register in advance at uccelebration.com. Registration
fees are $25/adult, $15/ages 6-12, and FREE for ages 5 and under.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
This year to be presented by the UCHS Music Boosters!

THE BOOK & PUZZLE BARN

Book & Puzzle Barn donations are being collected at Canyons Church,
5055 Governor Drive, through June 30. Drop off books in the red bin by
the entrance, Monday — Friday, 9:30am to 5:30pm.

GET A VENDOR BOOTH

To sign up your business or group for a booth, go to: uccelebration.com,
scroll down and click the “Register Your Booth” tab. Early Bird prices good
until June 12. For more info, contact Tom at: ucce.booths23@gmail.com.

SPONSORS NEEDED
Contact event chair Matt Adrian at Matt@CanyonsSD.com

LOTS OF DAY OF VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TOO

The event is run by volunteers, and volunteers are needed throughout the
day. Sign up for a time slot at. uccelebration.com and go to the
“Volunteer” tab.
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UCCA President Jemma Samala

| consider Marcy Neighborhood Park to be my local
park and | fondly remember going there when my sons
were still toddlers and when my dog Bruce was just a
puppy (I consider him my son too). So how nice it is to
have someone like Ruth DeSantis looking over the park
and making sure it's at the standard we want to keep
for neighborhood families to enjoy. Thanks Ruth.

And Ruth planned a fun re-opening celebration with a
jumpy, food truck, movie, and bingo — ten people won
prizes too! Plus what a joy it was to see so many
families there enjoying the park. Even UCCA board members joined in the festivities; I'm
pictured with Merle Langston and
Barbara Gellman above (my short
arms make very close-up selfies). Also
in attendance were Barry Bernstein,
Mack Langston, and Greg Hom with
his handy dandy camara around his
neck. Overall, it was just so nice to see
the park being enjoyed by so many
peaple.

Building community is what we are all about. | encourage you to attend your local National
Night Out event on Tuesday, August 4 and get to meet your neighbors. We keep each other
safe by being aware of who lives around us and keeping in touch. Contact your
Neighborhood Watch captain for your street gathering, and if there isn't one planned — you
can host it. Better yet, if there's no NW Captain on your street, maybe it's time to step up.

Another way we are building community is through our growing Senior Watch programming.
it's important for our senior community (remember University City is a Naturally Occurring
Retirement Community or NORC) to stay healthy, active, and to feel included. And seniors
can have fun too, so this summer we're starting our monthly Game Night on Thursday,
August 20, 5:30pm at the Standley Rec Center. Come join the fun, and bring snacks to
share. Who knows, maybe I'll bake some cookies. All are welcome, whether you're a senior,
which AARP memberships start at age 50, or you accompany a senior. Let's keep each
other company, and informed too — sharing is caring.

| can already tell that this summer is going to fly by. So let’'s make sure to connect at one
of our neighborhood events: UC Celebration, Summer Concerts, or Banana Split Day —
which I'm scheduling as my open hours. If there's ice cream — I'll be there!

My final reminder for the 2026 membership year that it's not too late to become a paid
member of UCCA. Go online, send in the form on page 14, or hand it to me at Banana Split
Day. Help UCCA continue working to keep University City the place you feel lucky to call
home. | have a friend who keeps telling me every time she sees our newsletter, that she
wished she lived in UC. One of these days, | tell her, she can move in when | turn my house
into one like in the Golden Girls. Well, this is for you Jenny — send in your memberships
and donations to help UCCA continue to support the community, and so that Jenny
continues to dream about living in University City, LOL!

Jemumaov
Thinking Locally, Acting Neighborly

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:
Ruth DeSantis

Thanks to Ruth DeSantis for her patience and
advocacy for almost 20 years in getting the
Marcy Neighborhood Park upgraded to meet
the needs of our growing community. The many
families that were enjoying the park and
activities during the re-opening showed how
much parks can bring the community together.
As president of the University City Community
Foundation, she has led the way in
spearheading this project and working with city
staff and leaders. Thanks Ruth!

Calendar

July / August 2026

INDEPENDENCE DAY &
UC CELEBRATION at STANDLEY PARK
Saturday, July 4 - ALL DAY
(Holiday Observed Friday, July 3)

SAN DIEGO COUNTY FAIR
Ends Sunday, July 5

SUMMER CONCERTS at STANDLEY PAVILION
Sundays, 5:00-7:00pm
July 12 - Side Traxx (70s & 80s classics)
July 19 - Laurel Canyon Revival
July 26 — Surf Birdz (Surf & Classic Rock)
August 2 - The Distractions (UC's Greg Zinser)
August 9 - The Stand Up Guys (Rock, Pop & Dance)
August 16 - The Exit (High Energy Rock, Funk & Pop)
August 23 - Cadillac Fringe (Rock & Roll Luxury)

UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP
Tuesday, July 14, 6:00pm
(No August Meeting)
5880 Campus Point Drive, Third Floor
Zoom available
Info: planuniversity.org

UCCA GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, July 21, 5:30pm
UC Library on Governor Drive
4155 Governor Drive

STANDLEY PARK COMMUNITY REC GROUP
Thursday, July 23 & August 27, 7:00pm
For meeting details, call: 858.552.1651

BANANA SPLIT DAY at STANDLEY PARK
Saturday, August 1 at 12:00 - 2:00pm
BYOB - Bring Your Own Banana

JEMMA'S OPEN HOURS
Saturday, August 1, 12:00-2:00pm
Banana Split Day at Standley Park

(No Open Hours in July)

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, August 4
Check with your Neighborhood Watch Captain or on
universitycitynews.org for more details.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL (SDUSD)
Monday, August 10

SENIOR WATCH: GAME NIGHT at the REC
Thursday, August 20, 5:30 - 7:30pm
Standley Rec Center

WE WELCOME YOU TO BECOME
A PAID UCCA MEMBER,
AND TO RENEW YOUR

UCCA MEMBERSHIP.
Go to UNIVERSITYCITYNEWS.ORG or MAIL
MEMBERSHIP FORM
LOCATED ON PAGE 14.
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Summer Security Reminders

UNIVERSITY CITY
NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

by Captain Jo Makwana, Northern Division

With the summer season upon us, please
remember to review the security measures for
any vacant or temporarily unoccupied
properties.

WE REPORT ALL
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES TO
OUR POLICE DEPARTMENT

If a home is currently undergoing construction,
or if you or a neighbor plan to be away for an
extended period, it is essential to ensure

adequate safeguards are in place. We highly
recommend utilizing security cameras, arranging for
professional security patrols, or scheduling regular property
checks by a trusted individual to maintain safety and peace of
mind.

For residents going out of town on short-term trips, the San
Diego Police Department's Retired Senior Volunteer Patrol
(RSVP) provides free Vacation House Checks. Uniformed
volunteers will periodically inspect your home's exterior to
ensure it remains secure while you are away. You can request
this service online through the official SDPD Vacation House
Check Application at least two weeks before your departure. Go
to: sandiego.gov/police/services/vacation-house-check. Take
these recommended actions before your trip:

e« Lock all doors and windows. Use dowel rods to secure
sliding doors and windows.

 Consider leaving an internal light and external lights on
to deter criminals. If possible, use timers to schedule
them to come on.

« Provide an emergency contact with a key.

e Cancel services such as housekeepers who might
unknowingly access your home. List all gardeners, pet
caregivers, pool services or others who may access the
property on the Vacation House Check Form.

e  Pullin all frash containers from the curb.

e Limit/stop package deliveries that may be placed at your
front door.

Any questions, contact our front desk at 858.552.1706.

Neighborhood Watch Notes

by Barbara Gellman,
UCCA Neighborhood Watch Coordinator

Come visit the Neighborhood Watch booth on July 4th for
information and to find out if you have a sireet captain; if not,
step up to lead and help your neighbors be alert and how to
report suspicious activities along with preventing crimes of
opportunity. We are still closing out our designer socks so grab
them while you can. Men, some Women, Pickleball, Holiday and
many dog styles. Donations accepted.

L
In response to complaints regarding long waits to report a non-
emergency: Captain Julie Epperson, SDPD Dispatch
Supervisor, suggests that to just be patient and answer all the
questions, who, what, why, when, where from the
Dispatcher. People tend to understandably get excited and get
ahead of the Dispatcher.

ik *
National Night Out will be on Tuesday, August 4. The annual
event is for neighbors to gather, and have some fun in the name
of crime prevention and safety. Contact your NW Captain for
your street details, or bggellman@yahoo.com for more info.
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How Do Scammers
Know So Much About Me?

submitted by Barbara Gellman

This is a summary of an article that ran in the February AARP
Newsletter and feel it is information that can save us all some grief in
the long run Here are the some of the ways that you get on the radar
of crooks.

1. | frequently enter contests.

Online contests are gateways to unwanted sales pitches. Along with
name, address, age, they may learn other things about travel or
buying a car.

2. | mail in warranty cards.

When you submit the card it may have asked you about how much
money you make. It is likely that your information is being sold to
others either legitimately or as part of a scam.

3. Ifill out lots of surveys.

When you fill out questionnaires rating your stay at a hotel or the
service at a restaurant, you submit information about yourself. Selling
survey information is a big business; your travel preferences, type of
home you own or car you drive.

4. | share personal updates on Facebook.

Scammers turn to social media postings to learn more about those
they've targeted. Don't post personal info, narrow who can see your
posts and avoid posting real-time updates about your whereabouts.

5. | toss my mail.
Shred all mail that has your name and address, account numbers, or
other personal data.

6. | had someone in my family recently die.

Obituaries are prime hunting grounds for scammers, who learn the
names of vulnerable widows, widowers, children or grandchildren.
Personal information should be kept to a minimum.

7. llive in the United States.
Many public records are available at the federal, state, county and city
levels.

BIN PLACEMENT REMINDERS
How to position your bins correctly to ensure our
trucks can safely collect your trash and recyclables

+ AN =T
'l

Keep bins away from obstocies. Place bins out by 6 a.m,

Handles foce Lids should
your home Leave space be closed.
between bins.

4
Y
| "ii

Place bins 3 feet from any obstacle.
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E-BIKE SAFETY

COURSE

County Supervisor Terra Lawson-Remer

As a mom and someone who bikes regularly, | understand why
e-bikes have become so popular. They give kids freedom. They
help them get to school, practice, work, and friends. | want that
to continue. But too many young riders are sharing the road
without real training. They may not understand traffic laws, blind
spots, stopping distance, or how quickly a fun ride can turn
dangerous.

So instead of just telling kids to “be careful,” we're helping them
get ready for the road. The free classes are offered in
partnership with the San Diego County Bicycle Coalition,
Scripps Health, and the YMCA. Each three-hour course is
designed for riders ages 12 to 16. Participants will practice real-
world riding skills with certified instructors through classroom
instruction, parking lot drills, and supervised street riding. Riders
should bring their own bike, electric or manual. Helmets will be
provided. Space is limited, and registration is capped at one
child per family. Pick the location that works best for your family
and register:

Carlsbad — Saturday, June 27, 1:00-4:00pm. Magdalena

Ecke Family YMCA Gymnastics Center, 2261 Cosmos Ct.

Point Loma — Saturday, July 11, 1:00-4:00pm. T. Claude

& Gladys Ryan Family YMCA, 4390 Valeta St.

Rancho Pefiasquitos — Saturday, July 25, 1:00-4:00pm.

Rancho Family YMCA, 9410 Fairgrove Lane

La Jolla — Saturday, August 8, 1:00-4:00pm. Dan

McKenney Family YMCA, 8355 Cliffridge Ave.

Encinitas — Saturday, August 22, 1:00-4:00pm.

Magdalena Ecke Family YMCA, 200 Saxony Road

P.S. We're also building a case against companies misleading
families by selling illegal electric motorcycles as “e-bikes.” If
you've seen this or have a story to share,
email Matthew.Tillyer@sdcounty.ca.gov.

TASHA BOERNER

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, DISTRICT 77

Assemblymember Boerner is excited to be hosting her Young
Women's Empowerment Network again this year in support of
young women around the district who are interested in
participating in professiona! development and public service.

The Young Women’'s Empowerment Network is a six-week
program that provides young women in the 77th Assembly
District with the opportunity to be a part of a professional
development community where emerging women |eaders will
learn, grow, seek out opportunities, and improve their leadership
skills together. The network will help young women expand their
knowledge of state and local government and empower them to
become involved in their communities and offer training
workshops to those who are interested in public service.
e Applicants must be at least 18 years or older and reside
in the 77" Assembly District
e All applications must include a Personal Statement- one
page minimum. You may also attach a typed article,
press release, newsletter, or web links that describes
your achievements, contributions, and/or volunteer
efforts.
e For questions, email Ana.Mladenovic@asm.ca.gov or
call 858.481.7704.

Council President Pro Tem Kent Lee
Dear University City Neighbors,

The City Council unanimously approved a final budget last week
— one that funded many of the core services that were cut and
better reflects what we value as a city.

| am especially proud to share that our final budget action fully
reversed the proposed cuts at every library and recreation
center in Disfrict 6 and in University City — including Doyle
Recreation Center, Nobel Athletic Fields and Recreation Center
and Standley Recreation Center!

The Council's unanimous action also included significant
restoration of funding for arts and culture, community festivals
and programs, funding for stormwater channel clearance and
emergency preparedness efforts identified by public safety
officials, as well as other key restorations that strengthen
neighborhoods across San Diego.

One meaningful restoration was funding for community
programs and festivals — grants that have in the past supported
UCCA's banner program, UC Fire Safe Council, Neighborhood
Watch signs, library maintenance needs, and more!

Despite the fiscal challenge San Diego continues to face, we
worked to identify solutions that protect many of the programs
and services that residents told us matter most. We did not
achieve everything everyone wanted, but together we delivered
a budget that is far stronger than where this process began —
and one that better reflects the values of the communities we
serve.

As many of you may know, the

University Community Branch
Library has officially reopened!
| was thrilled to attend the
celebration and see some of
the long-awaited upgrades in
person — including new
flooring and carpeting, new
technology, expanded areas
for teens and children,
improved exterior lighting and
landscaping, and the acoustic
paneling that was a top
community request. Special thanks to Branch Manager Melissa
Martin and San Diego Library Director Misty Jones for their hard
work leading this project.

And finally, we kicked
off the summer with a
community cele-
bration at Marcy Park,
where the community
could enjoy the long-
awaited improve-
ments and a moviel
Thank you to the
University City Community Foundation for hosting a fantastic
evening — and to everyone for their many years of advocacy to
complete this project. | look forward to seeing more of you at
upcoming events such as the UC 4" of July celebration.

As always, please don't hesitate to reach out to me or our
University  City  representative, Zach  Burton, at
zburton@sandiego.gov.

All the best,
Council President Pro Tem Kent Lee
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LOCAL LIBRARY NEWS

University Community Branch

4155 Governor Drive, San Diego, CA 92122
858.552.1655

Manager: Melissa Martin

North University Community Branch

8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego, CA 92122

858.581.9637

Manager: Kat Carn

sandiego.gov/public-library/locations/north-university-community-library
sandiego.gov/public-library/locations/university-community-library

Library Hours and programs are subject to change. Call to confirm hours and events.
Local libraries are open on Tuesdays from 11:30am to 8:00pm; and Wednesdays through Saturdays from 9:30am to 6:00pm.
Closed Sundays & Mondays. Closed Friday, July 3 and Saturday, July 4 in observance of Independence Day.

North University Community Library

Here are some programs that are coming up at North University
Community Library in July and August:

Summer Programs for Children

S.T.E.A.M. works: The Puppet Musical- Thursday, July 16 at
3:30pm. An original puppet musical featuring the world’s first
3D-printer puppet!

Paint and Plant: Friday, July 24, 4:30 pm. Decorate your very
own clay pot using paints and other craft materials. Once your
masterpiece of complete, plant something special and take it
home.

Clay Trinket Dish Workshop: Saturday, July 25, 4:00pm.
Create beautiful trinket dishes using air-dry clay in a fun and
welcoming environment. All ages welcome!

From the Page to the Stage: Thursday, July 30, 3:30pm.
Discover how stories come to life through live theater and
imagination,

Be Your Own Hero: A Creative Storytelling A.l. Adventure-
Friday, July 31, 3:30pm. Use A.l. storytelling tools to create an
original short story. *For ages 8-12, space is limited.

Henna Tattoo Workshop: Saturday, August 1, 4:00pm.
Discover the art of henna in this hands-on workshop that will
teach basic techniques and traditional designs.

Exotic Animal Magic Show: Thursday, August 6, 3:30pm.
Enjoy an exciting interactive magic show featuring live animals
and lots of fun!

A.l. Art and Kamishibai Storytelling: A Child-Caregiver
Journey: Friday, August 7, 3:30pm. Create an exciting
adventure through hands-on activities, A.l. image creation, and
a Japanese Kamishibai storytelling experience. *For ages 4-7,
space is limited. Parent/caregiver participation required.

Programs for Adults and Seniors

Celebrating America 250: Saturday, July 11, 11:30am.
Celebrate the 250" anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence with Richard Lederer, Union-Tribune language
columnist, as uncovers the significance of the Declaration, the
Constitution, and the Gettysburg Address.

Sound Healing: Friday, July 17, 2:00pm. Explore meditation,
intention setting, and soothing instrumental vibration to help you
relax, stay present, and gently unwind. Participants are welcome
to bring a yoga mat.

San Diego Most Haunted: Thursday, August 21, 2:00 pm.
Explore the history and paranormal claims of notable San Diego
landmarks while sharing in-depth findings and case data from
investigations conducted by the SD Paranormal Research
Society.

Chair Yoga: Thursday, July 2 and 16 and August 6 and 20,
10:00 am. Enjoy a gentle accessible yoga class that uses a
chair for support to improve flexibility and balance. *Chair Yoga
is generously sponsored by the Friends of the N. University
Community Library. Donations are welcomed.

University Community Library

Summer Reading Program (SRP): Level Up at Your Library!
June 1-August 15, 2026. Sign up today at the library! Earn a free
book and fun prizes if you read 10 books or 10 hours or
participate in 10 activities (or any combination). SRP events
including live animal shows, puppet shows and magicians. Join
us for the funl Go to: sandiego.gov/public-
library/kidsandteens/summerreading

Children / Teen Programs

Toddler Storytime & Craft: Fridays 10:30-11:30am. Ms. Ann
reads fun stories and sings songs followed by craft time. Special
SRP event (no storytime) on July 24: Marc Giriffiths,
entertainer/puppeteer.

Dessert in a Jar: Saturday, July 25, 1:00pm. Have fun
assembling your own custom dessert in a jar/cup! All materials
provided. Online Registration begins July 10.

Roommate Etiquette (for ages 14-25): Saturday, August 22,
11:00am. Moving in with a roommate can be difficult. Join us for
an informative workshop to explore what it takes to be a
thoughtful roommate, including establishing expectations
upfront, boundaries, courtesy, settling disputes, dividing chores
and creating roommate agreements. Perfect for graduating high
school seniors heading off to college and rising aduilts living with
roommates for the first time. Presented by Adulting Highway.
Funded by Carnegie Corporation of New York's
national Libraries as Pillars of Education and Democracy
Program. Online registration opens July 15.

Adult Programs

Friends of the University Community Library monthly
meeting, Thursday, July 16, and August 20, 4:00 pm, held in
the Community Room (see staff for for Zoom link to attend
remotely). Check with staff for details.

Radium Girls presented by San Diego OASIS: Thursday,
August 13, 1:00 pm. In the 1920s, the new ‘in’ thing was a
watch with a glow in the dark dial. Radium promised to be the
answer to so many wonderful things but the side effects of
radium turned out to be deadly. Many working girls suffered
devastating effects to their health. We will investigate their story
and what happened to these girls and the American workplace
as a result. No registration required.

Mahjong Club (open play): 1% Saturday in August (time TBD —
see staff for details).

Qi Gong: Thursdays,10:00am-12:00pm, Community Room.

To search for or register for programs at the
University Community and North University
Community Libraries, search the Calendar of Events
on the San Diego Public Library website or go to:
https://sandiego.events.mylibrary.digital/
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Thank you University City!

by Marsha Harvey
President, Friends of the UC Library

Our volunteer group, “Friends of the University Community
Branch Library,” would like to thank the community for the
fantastic turnout at the book sale on June 5. Along with touring
the newly refurbished library, you all spent time at our book sale
and membership table. Your generous purchases of books,
CDs, DVDs, puzzles, bookmarks, bags, memberships, and
other items brought in a tidy sum. All proceeds go towards
augmenting the services and programming of the University
Community Branch Library.

Our next book sale will be in the fall depending on donations. As
a reminder, we may accept:
Fiction and non-fiction hardcover and softcover books;
Puzzles; Children’s books (no coloring books); Cookbooks;
CDs/mp3 audio books; DVDs/Blu-Ray; Contemporary
music CDs; Current magazines — less than 6 months old.

We are unable to accept:

Books with mold/mildew, (or insect damage, “chewed”
edges, torn covers/pages, stains, underlining, highlighting,
crayon); Textbooks; Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, and older
reference books; Technical books; Outdated legal, medical,
financial, business books; Cassette tapes; VHS tapes;
Vinyl record albums; Computer software and manuals;
Homemade “burned” CDs or DVDs

If you have questions about donations, or need to schedule a
donation, please ask at the library desk or give the library a call
at 858.552.1655. No donations before or after hours.

BACKPACKS
FOR KIDS

by Katie Dunahoo

Coldwell  Banker
g UC's annual
BACKPACKS FOR
KIDS event will be
Sunday, July 19 at Swanson Pool parking lot at Standley Park
3:00 to 6:00 pm. Your kind donations will be provided to the less
fortunate foster and homeless children who attend San Diego
public schools. Let's give them a hand up and help them be
ready for a new school year! Each year the San Diego Unified
School District makes special requests that focus on collecting
extra items the kids need in addition to school supplies. Please
check the website for those special requests. We look forward
to seeing you on Sunday, July 19 at Standley Park. For more
information go to cbucBackpacks.com. Thank you UC!

Local Fourth Grader Interiational Acadaic
Earns National Cempetitions
Recognition in Science
and Mathematics

Shanvi Sahoo, daughter of Dr.
Debashis Sahoo, Associate Professor
at UC San Diego, and Sonalisa
Pandey, a biologist, lives in the
University City community of San
Diego. She is a curious, motivated,
and high-achieving fourth-grade
student at Curie Elementary School.

This year, Shanvi earned 3rd place nationally in the International
Academic Competitions (IAC) Biology Bee, competing against
top students from across the United States. She also received
national recognition in the IAC Science Bee and achieved
distinction in several prestigious mathematics competitions,
including AMC 8, Math Kangaroo, and the Great American
Invitational Mathematics Competition (GAIM). AMC 8 is a
challenging national mathematics competition designed
primarily for students in eighth grade and below.

At just 10 years old, Shanvi has developed a deep passion for
science, mathematics, reading, music, and athletics. She is a
yellow belt in Aikido and an intermediate-level piano student. In
her free time, she enjoys tennis, swimming, ice skating, chess,
and exploring new ideas in technology.

Shanvi is especially interested in how science and technology
can be used to solve real-world problems. She enjoys learning
about computer programming, designing simple mobile
applications, and discovering innovative ways to improve
everyday life through technology.

While Shanvi's academic accomplishments are impressive, her
parents are equally proud of her character. They describe her
as a kind, patient, and thoughtful child who is a good listener and
always willing to help others. Her achievements reflect not only
academic excellence but also curiosity, perseverance, humility,
and a genuine love of learning.

SAN DIEGO)
STANDLEY'S

BANANAISPLIT;
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COMMUNITY SHORTS

FRONT PORCH PANDEMIC JAZZ JAM

The Front Porch Pandemic Jazz Jam (FPPJJ) continues to celebrate
their 6 Anniversary and provides free live Jazz every Thursday
afternoon, starting at 4:00pm to roughly 6:00pm, at 5626 Bloch Avenue.
Bring your own seating. Picnics and wine fasting are very popular
events. Kids of all ages are welcome, as are dogs on a leash. This
summer there are now two regular University City residents in the band:
Greg Pardue (sax), and Dr. Gary Chun (drums and vocals). The other
bandmembers are: Jack Hoffman, piano; Roy Jenkins, bass; Alex
Lopez, guitar; Jim Napier, trumpet; plus occasional guest singers and
musicians.

FREE YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP
Join us for a day of football & fun with Tim Patrick, UCHS alum (c/o 2011)
and NY Jets Wide Receiver.
What: A free youth football camp open to 3rd-8th graders of all skill
levels. Campers will run drills, play mini games, and learn fundamental
techniques. After the camp, stick around for an alumni flag football game
open to UCHS grads of all ages, plus food trucks and prizes. Details and
registration at the link below.
When: Sunday, July 12, 10:00am-1:00pm (alumni game to follow)
Where: UCHS Football Field
Come connect with the UC community - new and old.
Sign up: hitps://TPYouthFBLCamp.eventbrite.com
Contact: kelseywarma@gmail.com with any questions!

BE A UC BLOOD CHAMP

The UCUC San Diego Blood Bank Bloodmobile will be at the
Sprouts/Starbucks Marketplace on Governor Drive, Saturday, July 18,
from 8:00am-1:30pm. So, if you're 17+, healthy, looking incredible,
feeling spectacular, and want to help people anonymously, you can sign
up at: mysdbb.org or call 619.400.8251. Appointments are encouraged
and walk-ins accepted, make sure to bring your photo ID. And for the
July 18 Blood Drive, every donor will get a beach towel!

For your blood donation calendaring, future Bloodmobile Blood Drives
are Saturdays: 9/12/26, 11/7/26, 1/9/27, 3/13/27, 5/15/27, 7/17/27,
9/11/27, and 11/6/27, all 8+ weeks apart. Thanks, and always give
100%, except when giving blood - Ray the Bloodman

ZONE ZERO LANDSCAPING

The University City Garden Club and Fire Safe Council are collaborating
on a Zone Zero Landscaping event on Saturday, July 28 at 2:00pm. Lou
Rodolico, past president of the Fire Safe Council, will share and discuss
one example of a home with Zone Zero and home hardening
landscaping and upgrades. To RSVP for the location info, and get on
the UC Garden Club list for fulure events, email
jemmasamala@gmail.com.

44" ANNUAL BANANA SPLIT DAY
Saturday, August 1
12:00noon to 2:00pm at Standley Park & Rec Center
Free lce Cream Social event and open to all. The Standley Park Rec
Center provides the ice cream and toppings, plus the activities and
games for the whole family. Remember, it's BYOB — Bring Your Own
Bananal

SUMMER MOVIE AT THE PARK
Save the Day for the upcoming Movies in the Park in University City:
Friday, August 14, at Nobel Recreation Center: Tron
For the latest information and a printable schedule with over 120 free
Summer Movies, visit: summermoviesinthepark.com.

RECREATIONALLY SPEAKING _
The City of San Diego has 60 Recreation Centers, 15 Pools, 13 Skate
Parks and many other recreational facilities that serve both residents
and visitors of all ages, abilities and income levels. Check out your local
Recreation Center's program guide for more details, or visit the Parks &
Rec website at: sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/centers.

Summer Pride
by Claire Shaughnessy

UC Pride successfully completed a sale of t-shirts and
sweatshirts in the trans-affirming colors, light blue and pink. All
the profits go to fund our UC Celebration booth, Picnic in the
Park, Summer Concert Night, and GSA Clubs. Thank you to the
teachers, administrators, students, and community for
purchasing the shirts and making donations that help promote
visible inclusion of the LGBTQ community here at home.

In June, we hosted our 2™ annual picnic at Standley Park. Clay
manned the busy tie-dye station and kids made bracelets at the
beading table. Folks of all ages joined together to celebrate
Pride month in UC.

Come visit our Pride booth at the UC Celebration on July 4. We'll
offer temporary tattoos, rainbow bracelets, and UC stickers.
New this year, we’ll sell vintage t-shirts. Whether you're part of
the LGBTQIA+ community, an ally, or just learning how to better
support the community, stop by and pick up a flag, pin, or sticker
to show your pride.

July brings San Diego Pride Week and the Pride parade on July
18. Many UC residents will march with organizations like the San
Diego County Bar Association, San Diego State University
Marching Band, and San Diego Unified School District.

UC Pride is grassroots, local organization that supports LGBTQ
people in UC and neighboring areas. We have a mailing list of
well over 150 folks who feel more welcome in University City
since we began in 2023. For more information, please email
admin@uec-pride.com,

Pure Water University City Update

More than 7 miles of pipeline have been installed for the Morena
Northern Pipelines and Tunnels project, including both the 48-
inch and the 30-inch pipeline. In June 2026, crews completed
the base repairs needed to begin final paving. Paving
commenced late June and continued through July. Striping is
expected to follow final paving.

Additionally, all curbs and curb ramps have been installed along
the project alignment, while median landscaping is ongoing
throughout the project. Crews are continuing to install irrigation
in the medians along Genesee Avenue between April Court and
Radcliffe Lane, Radcliffe Lane and Governor Drive, and Rose
Canyon and Decoro Street,

For the latest updates and construction notices, visit
UTC.PureWaterSD.org. For questions, send an email fo:
PureWaterSD@sandiego.gov or call 833.882.7973. Thank you
to the University City community for its patience and support as
work continues.
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UC GARDENS

ete Bronze Award

SENIOR WATCH EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

by Vanessa Walkowiak

5th Grade Girl Scouts from Troop 3967 recently completed their
Bronze Award working in the Curie garden. The Troop refurbished 12
garden bed cages to help control rabbit, rodent, bird, and racoon
damage in our precious school garden. The cages were cleaned,
cemented, and covered with new plastic mesh. The work was
completed during four long after school work days and all new
materials were received by donation from The Home Depot. The girls
have attached a charm to each garden bed cage to signify their
contribution. Troop 3967 was honored to be able fo give back to the
garden program that has helped them grow and flourish during their
years at Curie Elementary. Troop members are: Bryn Peace, Claudia
Zarpellon, Hailey Baughman, Isabelle Lee, Lilly Cuervo, Norah
Seldess, Olivia Reilly, Reagan Ramirez, and Viclet Auda.

* & &

UC Gardeners Learn About Garden Scraps
by Jemma Samala

UC Garden Club members were treated to an informative and lively
discussion from | Love a Clean San Diego about love to save, use and
compost garden and food scraps.

The June meeting covered topics such as: low waste grocery
shopping (bring your own containers to Sprouts for bulk shopping);
green bin tips and tricks (don’t put tea bags in the green bins — but you
can compost the leaves, just not the bag, staples are a no-no); and
composting (use the lasagna layering method to reduce odors. Club
members also shared tips about how to use coffee grounds in the
garden (keeps critters away), egg shells (plants like the calcium, plus
ground them up as a calcium supplement in your food, and yucca
plants to make your own soap. Lots of great information was covered,
and the Garden Club hope to follow up by sending the slides to
members. To get on the list, email: jemmasamala@gmail.com.

Senior Watch has scheduled the first monthly Game Night at the Rec on
Thursday, August 20, from 5:30 to 7:30pm, and continuing thereafter on
the third Thursday of each month at the Standley Rec Center's Game
Room. No sign-up necessary, just show up with your game face on. For
the first Game Night, attendees can bring their favorite games and see
who wants to join in: cards, chess, checkers, backgammon, Mahjong,
Mexican Train, maybe some canasta. There's also a ping pong table in the
game room. In the future, we'll schedule a bingo night and other special
themes. Attendees are welcome to bring snacks for a game night potluck.
We seniors can make it up as we go along. For more info or to help out,
contact jemmasamala@gmail.com.

Senior Watch Programs
Thanks to Kendra Cole, Noni's Senior Living Placement, for providing a
seminar on senior living options in June. If you were unable to attend and
would like more info, email Kendra at kendracole@srlivingplacement.com.
To get on the Senior Watch list to get updates on future programs,
including Tai Chi sessions, send an email to jemmasamala@gmail.com.

Walking on Wednesdays
Led by Marie Pleasant, the Senior Walkers meet every Wednesday,
unless there's inclement weather. Meet in front of the Swanson Pool at
9:30am every Wednesday. There are slow walkers and faster ones, and
the group walks for about 45 minutes around the neighborhood. Some
walkers bring canes. The important thing is to show up and move. It has
become a wonderful social outing that fits into the Senior Watch mantra.
For more info, contact Marie at seekgene@aol.com or 858.452.2107.
* k%

The Artwork of Dr. Seuss
You're Only ¢ Onee/

UCSD Pays Tribute to Dr. Seuss Boo
You’re Only Old Once

by Jemma Samala

The UCSD School of Medicine’s Division of Geriatrics, Gerontology &
Palliative Care recently held a grand opening of the division's Artwork of
Dr. Seuss, which features prints of the artwork drawn for the book You're
Only Old Once. On hand for the ceremonies was UC resident Claudia
Prescott, pictured second from right, former assistant to Ted Geisel and
emeritus board member of the Dr. Seuss Foundation. The division is
committed to optimizing the experience of aging, helping older adults live
their best lives longer, and improving care for individuals with serious
illness. Dr. Seuss (Ted Geisel) wrote the book when he was in treatment
for oral cancer in 1986. For info about the division: gerigeropal.ucsd.edu.

k
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UC People — Jana Fortier

i Y 3 T
What The Forest Knows
by Vince Reardon

The first time Jana Fortier met the Raute, nomadic hunter-gatherers of
Nepal, was in 1997, eleven years after she began research among
Nepali farmers. Fortier encountered a way of life perhaps recognizable
centuries, perhaps even millennia, earlier. A young woman gathered
wild garlic scapes for breakfast. Children climbed and slid down
boulders. Men chiseled wooden bowls they would later trade with
farmers. It was, Fortier says, “camping extraordinaire.”

Today Fortier is a cultural anthropologist and faculty member at UC San
Diego, where she teaches classes on hunter-gatherer studies, climate
change, and environmental anthropology. But her journey began,
unexpectedly, with a ninth-grade essay assignment on “What | Want to
Be When | Grow Up.” Her mother suggested she write about becoming
an archaeologist. Later, her father offered more advice: “Find what you
can do better than anyone else. When you've figured that out, choose
that for your career.” What Fortier discovered was her gift for synthesis,
seeing the whole pattern rather than just the parts. Anthropology was
built for that kind of mind.

During Fortier's first extended period of fieldwork with the hunter-
gatherers of Nepal, she found a way of life organized around close
kinship with the living world. Brother Monkey. Father Bear. Sister Yam.
Plants and animals were not simply resources; they were relatives and
companions in a shared world. “They'll draw pictures of themselves
holding hands with a yam,” she says. Their knowledge of the forest's
resources is detailed and essential to their survival. But that knowledge
is vulnerable, and as Fortier notes, “When forests begin to disappear
due to climate change, so does everything they know.”

Fortier also worries about a different kind of loss in modern life: an
“extinction of experience.” As people spend more time indoors and on
screens, we can lose the ability to notice, love, and care for the living
beings around us: That is why she believes it is critical for University City
to safeguard its playgrounds, hiking paths, and canyons for the next
generations.

Fortier has lived in University City for more than 20 years with her
husband, Paul Goldstein, an archaeologist and former UC San Diego
department chair, and their daughter, Sarah. Sarah is a UC San Diego
graduate who will attend law school this fall. Away from the classroom,
Fortier has also developed a line of handmade perfumes and soaps at
Fortier Fragrance Studio, where her interest in plants, scent, and place
takes a more personal and creative form.

For Fortier, the lesson from the Raute is close to home. We need to get
outside, notice what is around us, and find the “relatives” living all around
us.

10
University Community Library Reopens

- | L

A standing room only crowd gathered at the University Community
Library in June to celebrate its re-opening after being closed for several
months for refurbishing. Dignitaries in attendance included Misty
Jones, City Librarian; Kent Lee, City Councilmember; and Marc
Shaefer, rep for Senator Brian Jones who presented Library Branch
Manager Melissa Martin a special commendation. The enthusiastic
crowd experienced a noticeable improvement in the library, and were
able to purchase a bag of books for $3.

L .
Photos courtesy Greg Hom
UC Del Sol 12U

. Girls Going to
State...Again!

: by Perry Peters

in mid-June the UC Del
Sol Girls 12U Softball
team took 3" place in the
South San Diego District
playoffs in Santee and
| qualified for the State
Tournament playoffs
coming up in late June.

This is the 6™ year in a row for our 12U team to punch their ticket to

Lancaster! The team will take on a field of 24 teams to try to advance
to the U.S. Regional playoffs in mid-July. Let's cheer on these tough
athletes!

And looking forward, registration is now available for the 2026 Fall Ball
softball season! Please go to www.ucdelsol.com in order to sign up
your daughiers for the Fall softball season. The girls will play in
approximately 10 to 12 games from September to November. UC Del
Sol will field teams in the 6U, 8U, 10U and 12U divisions. Practices will
take place at Standley Middle School and games will be against teams
in our league and the local area. Early bird fees are only $195 for all
divisions except 6U ($95).

To see how much fun girls’ softball is, please visit our Instagram,
Facebook and website (www.ucdelsol.com/fanpage) for videos on our
players.
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University City Little League Celebrates Another Incredible Season

by Christine O’Bannon

UCLL wrapped up another memorable spring season with a day full
of baseball, celebration, and community at our annual Closing
Ceremony. Families enjoyed MAPS Prep games, laser tag, bounce
houses, bubble art, and a visit from our local fire department. Thank
you to Handel's Ice Cream for donating a portion of the day's
proceeds and to UTC Shake Shack for providing refreshing
lemonade.

Congratulations to our 2026 Division Champions and finalists:
MAPS Champion: The Grandslammers

Minors Finalist: Speedy Sloths

Majors Finalist: Dirtbags

The evening concluded with a showing of The Sandlot at Standley
Park, hosted by the City of San Diego Parks & Recreation
Department.

All Star Season is Underway

Congratulations to all players selected for this year's All-Star teams.
Managers include:

Little Stars (8U): Chris Rathbun

Future Stars (9U): Anthony Leyvas

10U: Brian Russell

11U: Bobby Joe Sanchez

12U: Steven Granados

The U8 Little Stars won 3 of 4 tournament games at Rancho
Pefasquitos, and the U9 Future Stars earned third place in a
competitive 12-team bracket at Scripps Ranch.

UCLL proudly hosted the 10U All-Star Tournament at Fort Field.
The full schedule is available at district32littleleague.org.

We extend our sincere appreciation to League President Brad
Lents, who will transition to Vice President next season. Under
Brad’s leadership, enroliment grew, new programs launched, and
fundraising supported key equipment and field improvements—
including enabling UCLL to host this summer's 10U tournament.

As we close another successful season, we thank every volunteer,
coach, sponsor, parent, and player who strengthens our league and
community. Local businesses interested in partnering with UCLL
can email sponsorship@ucll.org.

MORE PICS FROM MARCY PARK RE-OPENING..

CLOSING DAY CEREMONIES

ALL STAR SEASON
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University City Planning Group Update
by Chris Nielsen, UCPG Chair

The UCPG held its meeting for June 9, 2026, to consider a new tentative map for a split
of the property at 6705 Robbins Way, an action item to follow up a prior comprehensive
information item for the One Alexandria Square Phase VIl project and had a discussion
of our CIP list for FY 2028, beginning July 1, 2027.

6705 Robbins Way Lot Split
The UCPG considered an action item to split an approximately 1.62-acre lot with one
single family home into four lots of approximately 0.4-acres each. After approval of the
lot split (a new “Tentative Map"), the existing single family home would be demolished
and replaced with four single family homes 2500-4000 sq. ft. each, developed under
the 2024 University Community Plan. The new Tentative Map, a city Process 5 project,
must be heard by the Planning Commission followed by approval of the City Council.

The project was presented by Jack Straw, Southern Cross Property Consultants, on
behalf of the Desind family. He described the subdivision's new lot lines and showed
their locations with example single-family homes, on each of the resulting four lots.
Whitney McDougall, a neighbor abutting the proposed development, raised specific
concerns about driveway placement affecting her property and safety implications,
while a second neighbor expressed concerns about parking. The developer's
representative acknowledged the concerns and indicated willingness to discuss design
modifications to the proposed houses or lot lines that might cause issues with
neighboring property, while confirming that the proposed parking meets code
requirements.

Jack Straw discussed plans for four new single-family homes in a basin with sloped
hillsides, addressing questions about house sizes, setbacks, and driveway
specifications. He confirmed the 20-foot-wide driveway includes a proposed 7.5-foot
bioretention swale as a buffer between properties, with potential solutions for neighbor
concerns including adjusting retaining wall height and adding landscaping for screening.
Fire safety requirements were approved by the city, with the fire department confirming
adequate coverage despite the longer driveway distance from the hydrant. Jack
explained that while individual lots could theoretically support ADU development, the
steep slopes make it unlikely for these properties, and the project remains designed as
four separate single-family homes for individual sale.

The project, consisting of just the new Tentative Map, was recommended for approval
11 yes, 1 no, with no abstentions. The development of the homes on the subdivided
lots is to be carried out under the 2024 University Community Plan.

One Alexandria Square Phase Vil Development

We heard an action item following an Information Item heard by the UCPG in May for
the One Alexandria Square Phase VIl project, located at 10996 Torreyana Rd in the
North Torrey Pines area. This development proposes the construction of three R&D
buildings, one amenity building, and several central utility buildings totaling 320,972 sq
ft. Existing buildings will be demolished. Parking will be underneath two of the
buildings, with native plant landscaping and outdoor totaling 30% of the 12.17 acre site.
The UCPG board voted unanimously to recommend approval of this project as
presented with one member recusing.

UCPG Capital Improvement Project List

The UCPG discussed its current Capital Improvement Projects list that will be finalized
with an action item at the July 14, 2026, UCPG meeting. The University Community
Library that just completed renovation will be dropped from the list. Remaining projects
are Vista La Jolla streetlights, Genesee and Governor safe bike and pedestrian crossing
(paint plus no-right-turn-on-red illumination signs for part of the signal cycle), north and
south Regents Road overlook parks, Standley Rec Center air conditioning installation,
Standley Rec Center general renovation, UC Gardens Parking improvements, and a
safe biking and walking corridor between Radcliffe and Stadium along Governor. A
project to remove the eucalyptus trees from the eastern end of Governor Drive near I-
805 with replacement by suitable native trees was suggested as a public safety project,
removing trees that are significant wildfire hazards. The community is welcome to add
potential CIP projects to the UCPG list or members of the public may post their own CIP
preferences via the city portal: www.sandiego.gov/planning/programs/work-
programs/infrastructure-prioritization-engagement by filing out the Infrastructure
Priorities Survey found at the bottom of this web page. There is a separate tutorial
found below this button to assist you.

The next UCPG meeting will be July 14, 2026, at 9880 Campus Point Drive, third floor
Terra Nova conference room, in person, or via Zoom. This will be a hybrid meeting.

Don't forget to visit the UCPG booth during the UC Celebration July 4 at Standley Park!

Installation of a water main on Governor Drive.

University City Improv 1 Update

Water Main Installation

Water main installation along Governor Drive continues
to progress eastward toward Genesee Avenue. Crews
have completed the installation of the water main, water
services, and related appurtenances along Governor
Drive between Scripps Street and just west of Radcliffe
Drive. Once all newly installed pipeline segments have
successfully passed testing, crews will proceed with the
final phase of water main installation on Governor Drive,
extending from just west of Radcliffe Drive to Genesee
Avenue. This phase of work will require periodic lane
restrictions and occasional full road closures within the
active construction zone and is expected to continue
throughout the summer.

To minimize impacts on the community, occasional
nighttime work may be necessary during planned water
outages and while performing work at intersections. A
temporary above-ground water pipe, commonly referred
to as a "highline," will be installed along the guiter to
ensure continuous water service to all properties during
construction.

Sewer Main Installation

To date, crews have completed all open trench sewer
main installation work that is part of the project with only
inspection remaining and correction of any noted
deficiencies. A small section of pipeline rehabilitation
remains at the cul-de-sac at the end of Tulane Street.
This work is expected to begin late summer/early fall.

Concrete Flatwork

The installation of new cross gutters and ADA-compliant
curb ramps along Pennant Way and Stresemann Street
has concluded. Some minor asphalt work will be done
to ensure a smooth transition between cross gutters that
were updated to standard and the street. Replacement
work on the portion of demolished median along
Governor Drive between Stadium Street & Radcliffe
Drive is projected to begin in late summer/early fall. This
work will be completed in phases in conjunction with the
completion of water main work.

The median will be replaced with stamped concrete.
Construction on ADA-complaint curb ramps and new
cross gutters along Stadium Street and Eton Avenue is
projected to begin in late summer/early fall.

Outreach Contact
Renée Chmiel, RChmiel@sandiego.gov
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Teaching Children About Fire Safety
by Retired Fire Chief William Beck

Understanding fire safety is important for every member of the
family. However, introducing fire safety concepts to very young
children can be challenging because they often have a limited
understanding of the dangers associated with fire. To a young
child, fire is usually seen as something familiar and friendly.
Their first experiences with fire may include watching their
parents cook on a stove or barbecue, or seeing the candles on
a birthday cake.

Regardless of your child's age, it is important to discuss fire
safety with them. As children grow older, you can provide more
detailed information and explanations. Pre-school children are
not too young to learn about fire safety. To make the topic
engaging, consider taking your child to a fire station where they
can see fire trucks and firefighters in full protective gear. Most
firefighters are happy to talk with children about fire safety and
may even allow them to explore a fire truck.

When teaching young children, break fire safety concepts into
small, easy-to-understand lessons. Explain the dangers of
playing with flammable items such as matches, lighters, and
candles, as well as being near open flames like stoves and
fireplaces. Introduce them to smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors. Explain what they are, why they are installed in
certain locations, and how they work. Let your child hear the
alarm sounds and explain what they should do if they hear them.
Emphasize that they should NEVER HIDE, ALWAYS ESCAPE
OUTDOORS when an alarm sounds. Every family should also
have an EDITH (Exit Drills in the Home) escape plan. Teach
children where to go during an emergency and stress that they
should never re-enter the home for any reason once they have
escaped.

Your EDITH plan should be practiced regularly, just like fire
drills at school. Conduct an escape drill at least twice a year and
at different times of the day and night. Always reinforce the
importance of GETTING OUT, STAYING OUT, and going
directly to the family's designated meeting place. Children
should also learn and practice STOP, DROP, and ROLL, an
effective technigue for extinguishing clothing that has caught
fire.

Adolescents and preteens should be taught to leave the home
immediately at the first sign of a fire emergency and then call 9-
1-1 from a safe location. Review the purpose of smoke and
carbon monoxide detectors and discuss what actions to take if
an alarm sounds. If you own a fire extinguisher and believe your
child is mature enough to use it safely, carefully demonstrate its
operation. Other important fire safety practices should also be
discussed, including staying low to the floor when smoke is
present, checking whether a door is hot before opening it, and
having the last person leave a room close the door behind them
to help slow the spread of fire. Remind adolescents and
preteens to use caution around candles, lamps, electrical cords,
fireplaces, and flammable products.

Teenagers and young adults should review all of the above
information in greater detail. Explain that remaining calm during
a fire emergency can be difficult but is essential. If an adult is
not home, they may need to make responsible decisions, such
as caring for younger children, staying calm, and contacting
emergency services once everyone is safely outside. If you hire
a babysitter, review your EDITH plan and other fire safety
procedures with them as well.

Children are quick learners and are often eager to please.
Taking the time to teach and regularly practice fire safety with
them can help prepare them to respond appropriately in an
emergency.

13

NEED HELP
PREPARING FOR

WILDFIRES?

by Diane Ahern

CA Fire Safe Council Business Directory
The Fire Safe Business Directory, published by the California
Fire Safe Council, is a free, first-of-its-kind online searchable
database that is built for Californians looking to protect
themselves, their homes, and their communities from the threat
of wildfire. This essential tool makes it quick and easy for you to
connect with fire-safe businesses specializing in:

Emergency Response
Environmental Consulting

Fire Detection

Fire-Resistant Building & Materials
Wildfire Mitigation

By using the Business Directory, you're not just investing in
wildfire resilience—you're joining a statewide movement to build
a fire-safe California. To explore the Fire Safe Business
Directory: cafiresafecouncil.org/fire-safe-business~directory.

Become A Fire Safe Business

Looking to connect with more customers across California? The
Fire Safe Business Directory is your gateway. Be part of
California’'s first searchable online resource for fire-safe
products and services. Reach more customers by promoting
your products and services on the Fire Safe Business Directory.
Get in front of the entire Fire Safe Council network through one
easy application. For more information and to apply today:
cafiresafecouncil.org/fire-safe-business-directory-open.

Fire Department Offers Home Risk Assessment for
Property Owners: San Diego property owners can request a
Home Risk Assessment from San Diego Fire-Rescue. This
personalized inspection provides guidance and valuable
insights on defensible space, including Zone 0, to help
homeowners make their homes more ember-resistant and
defensible against wildfires. Requests for this service are
available for a fee of $163. To submit a request, please complete
the Home Risk Assessment Request online form. After your
request is received, you will receive an email notifying you of
your appointment date and time.

o Learn more from SDFD: Learn how to protect home and
property, creating defensible space, Zone 0, and Home
Risk Assessments from San Diego Fire-Rescue at:
sandiego.gov/fire/lcommunity-risk-reduction/defensible-
space-property-owners

¢ Save the Date for Saturday, July 4: Visit the Fire Safe
Council booth at the UC 4th of July Celebration at Standley
Park where we will have Fire Safe information and
giveaways.

¢ Save the Date for Saturday, July 18 at 2:00 pm: Join the
Fire Safe Council and the Garden Club to tour the outdoor
space of a home with Zone 0 and Home Hardening retrofits
and upgrades. Contact FSC president Diane Ahern to get
on the email |list for additional information:
ucfiresafecouncil@gmail.com.
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Thank You to Renewing
and New

UCCA Members for 2026

Gold
Beatrice & William Briggs
Lita Samala

Angel

Patricia Rickard

Supporter
Brad and Grant Gafford

Individual
Anonymous

* % ok

To renew or become a paid
UCCA member,
go to universitycitynews.org

Thank You to
Westfield UTC for
Being a UCCA
Corporate Sponsor!

Everyone Can Be A Reader
by Carol Parham

Doyle Elementary is now recruiting tutors for the 2026-27 school year. Our tutoring program supporis
students from September 2026 through May 2027. Tutors work one-on-one with 2'¥ and 3™ Grade
students who have been identified by their teachers as needing additional reading support. All
tutoring materials are provided, and after a two-hour training, the commitment is a two hour tutoring
session each day. The tutoring days are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings during
regular school hours. You have the option of choosing one, two or three days a week tutoring the
same group of students.

The EARs (Everyone A Reader) Program began in 1995 through the San Diego County Board of
Education. Many schools throughout the county utilize this program, which has existed at Doyle for
25+ years.

For the safety of the students and futors alike, a basic background check (no fingerprints) is required
in addition the proof of a clear TB Test. '

For more information about the EARs program at Doyle Elementary, please contact Carol Parham
at cjparham@gmail.com.

Be A Neighborhood Watch Leader
_ by Barbara Gellman
Consider being part of the crime prevention solution as a Neighborhood Watch Street Captain in
partnership with SDPD. They need us as extra eyes and ears of our community. If this sounds of
interest to you, contact bggellman@yahoo.com. The following streets need a Captain/Co-Captains
to step up and lead. Once this happens, a Neighborhood Watch sign will be installed. Streets: Araya,
Arnoldson, Baeza, Briand, Branting, Carnegie, Carrena, Erlanger, Enders, Ferber, Fried, Finson,
Farley, Gullstrand, Kantor, Maynard, Merwell, Occidental, Pennant, Pauling, Soderblom, Sandburg,
Stadium St, Steinbeck, Via Regla, Werner, Wellesley, Whipple, and Willard.

Deliver the University City News
by Jemma Samala
The University City News is delivered by an all-volunteer force. If you would like to help deliver or
sort newsletters, contact jemmasamala@gmail.com. Open routes are: Carnegie Court, Carnegie
Way, and Occidental (west of Carnegie). We could also use temp deliverers for when regular
volunteers go on vacation.

University City - You Know
o UCCA was founded by

University City Community Association
Supports University City

___S25Individual | ___ S50 Supporter | ___$75Angel | ___$100 Gold

5500 Business | $ Additional Donation

University City volunteers. Print Name
o UCCA's mission is to build

community. Address
o UCCA is a non-profit. Busingss

o UCCA welcomes
volunteers. Phone E-mail

o UCCA produces the
University City News.

o UCCA maintains a news
site and social media sites.

o UCCA is supported by your
donations.

o Your donations and
membership dues help
support local events and
organizations, the print
newsletter, and special
projects.

Mail to check to:
University City Community Association
3298 Governor Dr, PO Box 22574; San Diego, CA 92122
Payment is also accepted on our website at: www.universitycitynews.org
Individual and Business members will be thanked in the newsletter.
Please indicate if you do NOT want to be listed. Do NOT list.
Please email us at; UniversityCityNews@gmail.com

UCCA thanks you for your ongoing support. UCCA is a 501(c)4 organization; donations
and membership dues are not tax deductible.
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Backpacks for Kids!
July 19th, 3-6 PM

at the Swanson Pool parking lot on Governor Dr.

Help less fortunate kids
start the school year right!

Go to
a0 ,. cbucBackpacks.com
_ e} > i
Katie Dunahoo June Kubli Kathleen Williams LydiaHwangVosovic  fOr more information.
858-775-1239 858-353-0406 619-944-6520 858-472-0608
Lic# 00694822 Lic# 00911089 Lic# 009209208 Lic# 01445033

c§ | coLDWELL BANKER
| REALTY

University City Office | 3959 Governor Drive

coldwellbankeruc@gmail.com Carol Uribe John Bassler Dorl.s Dirks
- - 858-705-2399 858-583-5157 619-813-9503
858-255-4391 Lic# 00878552 Lic# 01262474 Lic# 00902071

Need Help Preparing your
Home and Property for Fire?

Safe

/ 5 BUSINESS DIRECTORY

The California Fire Safe Business Directory connects
Property Owners with Fire Safe Businesses specializing in
Fire Safety and Preparedness.

Check business references, licenses, and qualifications at:
cafiresafecouncil.org/fire-safe-business-directory

La Jolla Meals on Wheels
Wellness Through
a Better Diet

Affordable | Tasty | Healthy | Convenient

), Firetale Council
A

%  FIRE SAFE | > |
/ %, GOUNCIL _ A‘ :

o San e bi FIRE FOLNDATION

universitycitynews.org/fire-safe-council-university-city
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Your future address might be on this page.

TOWNHOME - UNIVERSITY CITY HIGH-RISE CONDO - Dt STUDIO CONDO - DOWNTOWN

4185 Porte De Merano #153, 92122 800 The Mark Ln #2002, 92101 527 Tenth Ave #302, 92101
















