
Presentation to UCPG 
2026 Vegetation Density Study  



 Grant Funding from San Diego Regional Fire 
Foundation  

 Major concerns is Santa Ana winds causing 
conflagration; and  

 Zoning changes increase housing density 
creating constrained emergency egress for UC 
residents, students and dayworkers 

 2026 Biological Survey to ID brush densities in 
open space along both side of Rose Canyon rim 
within 100’ of structures 



Rose Canyon Area of Focus 

Consultant 

Merkel & Assoc. 
Methodology: Drone, 
Ground  and GIS maps  
 

Delivered 

5 Maps + Overview Map 
&  Biological Report 



2026 VEGETATION SURVEY DENSITY MAP 



WHAT IS THINNING AND PRUNING ? 



2026 VEGETATION SURVEY MAP SECTION 



ZONE 0 (ZERO) NEW CITY SD ORDINANCE 
Clearing brush and flammable materials in these areas is required by law for homes located within the city 

of San Diego's  Very High Fire Severity Zones  



UC Fire Safe Council 

at UCCA website 

Brush Density Survey 

Maps (Merkel & Assoc.) 

QUESTIONS 


