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University Community Plan Update Atlas 2018



Community Wildfire Protection Plan
•CWPPs authorized by Healthy Forests Restoration Act signed by 
President George W. Bush in 2003
• Focus on fuel reduction and forest restoration projects
• Focus on Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) where the built environment 

meets the wildland

•CWPPs are developed in collaboration with communities
• Documents current conditions
• Influences fuel reduction projects within the community

•CWPPs are public documents
• Utilized by stakeholders and fire agencies 
• Posted to websites (FSCSDC, CFSC, community organization’s website)

•CWPPs are planning and assessment tools
• Compilation of community issues and goals
• Projects for fire prevention and fire preparation 



CWPP Development  Process
The University City CWPP was developed in 2021 by 
community volunteers in partnership with our local fire 
agency (SDFD), San Diego County Fire, and CAL Fire.

• 2026 update needed to comply with new 
legislation and guidance as a result of 2025 Fire 
Hazard Maps; updated building codes with Zone 0
requirements for existing and new structures; 
Genasys Protect zones for Evacuation Planning; 
research from the IBHS (Insurance Institute for 
Business and Home Safety). 

• Community collaborators include other community 
group and agency partners such as SDFD, SDPD, 
Am Red Cross, City of San Diego Parks & Rec, 
UCPG, UCCA; coordinated by the SD County Fire 
Safe Council and the Resource Conservation 
District of San Diego County.

CWPP Review Committee
• Comprised of local, state, federal, and 

tribal representatives that meet seasonally 
to review CWPPs.

• All draft CWPPs and amendments must be 
submitted to the Fire Safe Council of San 
Diego County. Drafts are due September 
30th.

Review Committee Actions
• Recommends revisions
• Returns to submitting FSC for changes
• FSC may resubmit once changes are made

Approval
• Forwards to the CAL Fire Unit Chief for 

final sign-off and approval
• Returns a signed copy to submitting FSC
• FSCSDC posts to county website



Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)
Four Strategic Objectives



Basic Components of a CWPP Template
Every CWPP includes: 

Preface with overview of the CWPP and its goals.

Priorities and Projects in 6 focus areas:
Community Engagement & Education
 Structural Hardening
Defensible Space
 Fuels Treatment
Evacuation Planning
Other Mitigation & Preparedness Projects

 Snapshot of the Community with 
existing conditions
 Landscape & Fire History
Key Infrastructure
 Firefighting Resources

 List of collaborators and key partners

Documentation of Meetings

Maps and Diagrams

Signatures and Approvals



University City Fire Safe Council Projects
Prevent and Prepare for Fire

Limited Scope: 
• The CWPP is not to be construed as 

indicative of project “activity” as defined 
under the “Community Guide to the 
California Environmental Quality Act, 
Chapter Three, Projects Subject to CEQA.” 

• Any actual project activities undertaken 
that meet this definition of project 
activity and are undertaken by the CWPP 
participants or agencies listed shall meet 
with local, state, and federal 
environmental compliance requirements.

CWPP Goals: 
• Align with local fire agency’s cohesive pre-fire strategy: 

• educate homeowners and building understanding 
of wildland fire

• ensure defensible space clearing and structure 
hardening

• safeguard communities through fuels treatment
• protect evacuation corridors.

• Identify and prioritize areas for hazardous fuel 
reduction treatment.

• Recommend the types and methods of treatment that 
will protect the community.

• Recommend measures to reduce the ignitability of 
structures throughout the area addressed by the plan.



Draft / Example (Evacuation planning will be  provided by SD Fire-Rescue)
SDFD - Evacuation Planning – Genasys Protect



SDFD Zone 0 – the first 5 feet around a home
Nothing combustible in Zone 0



Very High Fire Severity Hazard Zone & Burn History 
VHFSHZ Factors: Topography, fuel, fire history, weather

Map Sources (left to right): SD Fire-Rescue; Resource Conservation District of San Diego County; CAL Fire/San Diego County Fire



Action Items: 

• Take a walk around your home; look for vegetation 
and wood fences and other combustible materials 
that touch your house

• Review and Comment on Draft CWPP Update: 
https://www.universitycitynews.org/fire-safe-
council-university-city/

• Attend Community Outreach Event: Sat, Sep 12
• Contact US: ucfiresafecouncil@gmail.com


