THE FIRST 5 FEET MATTERS MOST

Create a safer, ember-resistant zone
around your home
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Zone 0 extends 5 feet from Zone 1 extends from 5 feet to 30
buildings, structures, decks, and feet from buildings, structures,

100 feet out from buildings,
other attachments. decks, and other attachments.

structures, decks, and other

Clearing this area is one of the
most important steps you can
take to help prevent wildfire

from spreading to your home.

o Use gravel, pavers, or concrete instead
of combustible mulch

o (lear dead weeds, grass, and debris;
check roofs, gutters, and outdoor areas

o Keep branches trimmed 10 feet away
from chimneys and stovepipes

o Minimize combustible items like
furniture and planters on decks

e Move firewood and lumber to Zone 2
for safety

e Replace combustible fencing and gates
with fire-resistant materials

o Shift garbage and recycling containers
to a safer area

e Move boats, RVs, and vehicles out of
this zone to reduce fire risk

Clear all dead plants, grass, and weeds
Remove dead leaves and pine needles
from your yard, roof, and gutters

Trim overhanging branches and keep
them 10 feet from your chimney
Regularly trim trees to maintain a 10-
foot gap from others

Move wood piles to Zone 2

Prune flammable plants and shrubs near
windows

Clear flammable vegetation and items
from under decks, balconies, and stairs
Maintain space between trees, shrubs,
and flammable items like patio furniture
and wood piles

Ensure outbuildings and LPG tanks have
10 feet of clear space to bare soil and no
flammable vegetation within an
additional 10 feet around them

attachments.

e Trim annual grass to a maximum height
of 4inches

e Space out shrubs and trees horizontally
(See diagram)

e Ensure vertical spacing between grass,
shrubs, and trees (See diagram)

e Remove fallen leaves, needles, and
small branches, but can leave up to 3
inches

o Keep exposed wood piles at least 10 feet
clear from surroundings, down to the
soil

e Ensure outbuildings and LPG tanks have
10 feet of clear space to bare soil and no
flammable vegetation within an
additional 10 feet around them

critical

Most homes catch fire
from wind-driven
embers during a
wildfire

Small changes =
big protection

Properties near City-protected
open space or sensitive habitats
may have additional
environmental requirements to
protect plants and wildlife.

A 5 feet of your home is
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For Zone 2 brush management
guidance, please visit
sandiego.gov/DefensibleSpace.

The area within the first

LEARN MORE

about Defensible Space




WHAT IS
ZONE 0?

@ First 5 feet around your home
& Non-combustible materials only
@ Helps prevent ember ignition
Q Applies to:
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Plants Furniture Structures Mulch Storage

} GOAL:
( (¢ ’ Help reduce fire risk and
improve home survivability.

SIMPLE
STEPS

Keep clear + non-combustible

Use non-combustible materials (rock, gravel,
concrete)

0 Keep area clear of firewood storage
Q Remove leaves, pine needles, and debris
0 Maintain healthy, well-spaced plants

Q Trim trees and remove dead branches

Q Keep plants away from walls and openings

WHATTO
AVOID

These increase fire risk

x AMulch (wood chips, bark)
X Wdibldy Dense or overgrown vegetation

X IEE(L Plants under windows or vents

X %}\ Firewood storage near the home

x % Debris buildup (leaves, needles)

x % Combustible furniture within 5 feet

. SPECIAL
*  CONSIDERATIONS

Key information people miss

PLANTS

+ Use small, non-combustible pots
+ Keepunder 18 inches tall
« Properly spaced

» Keep clear of roofs and chimneys

FENCES

TREES
* Maintain and prune
SRR

If attached to home, first 5 ft must

be non- combustable

UNDER DECKS

O
"""'"".""E Must be clear of storage and
debris

VIEW ZONE O
GUIDELINES

TAKE ACTION

TODAY

Clear debris within the
first 5 feet of your home

Move combustible items
away from structures

Check fences, decks, and
storage areas

Maintain plants and trees
regularly

TIMELINE

EDUCATION
Happening now

ENFORCEMENT BEGINS
2027

FULL COMPLIANCE REQUIRED
2029

SD) Fire-Rescue




